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( Advertisement ) 


McCulloch 
Supercharger 





With the mercury up near the 100 mark 
in many parts of the country, the problem of 
vapor lock is pretty widespread among own- 
ers of all types of cars. In fact, I've had a 
number of letters in recent weeks from 
readers who want to know what they can do 
to avoid this annual problem 

One of the best ways | know to head off 
vapor lock is by boosting primary fuel pres- 
sure, either with a heavier spring in the 
mechanical pump or through the addition 
of an electrical fuel pump. Either way, 
though, you'll be wise to install a McCul- 
loch pressure reguiator as a means of con- 
trolling the added fuel pressure. 

Speaking of pressure regulators, we have 
them in two models: 1) The Standard, with 
fixed setting, for stock passenger cars and 
for supercharged cars not used in competi- 
tion and 2) The High Capacity Model, with 
adjustable pressure setting, for modified and 
competition cars, blown or unblown. Either 
one will go a long way toward helping solve 
the problem of vapor lock. 

Those hard-working Granatelli brothers 
—Andy, Joe and Vincent—have expanded 
their busy McCulloch supercharger dis- 
tributorship at 5150 N. Western Ave. in 
Chicago to include marine engines as well 
as automotive. Formerly known as Grancor 
Automotive Specialists, the Granatellis’ firm 
now goes under the name of Automarine 
Specialists, Inc., to reflect their expanded 
operation. 

Active as owner-mechan:cs at Indianapolis 
and many other major speed events for years, 
the Granatellis are also real pros at boosting 
the performance of ordinary passenger cars 
Just a few weeks ago, for example, Vincent 
took his ‘56 Mercury with McCulloch super 
charger up to a blazing 112.56 mph in the 
quarter-mile “A” Gas event at Chicago! 

Judging from the reports out of Detroit, 
it won't be long before the 1958 model cars 
are unveiled. Several makes, we understand, 
are due for significant changes—in appear- 
ance as well as under-the-hood. Others, of 
course, will undergo just minor face-lifting. 
All of them, though, are expected to be 
easy on the eyes. 

As far as we're concerned, we're hard at 
work in our new plant developing improved 
McCulloch superchargers for the ‘58 cars. 
Shortly after these new autos reach dealer's 
showrooms, we'll be able to supply McCul- 
lochs to owners who want the last word in 
performance. As you know, these competi- 
tion-proven blowers add up to 40% to a car's 
horsepower output with wo /oss in smooth- 
ness or reliability. 

If you want to step up the performance of 
your car, just write to me, John Thompson, 
Paxton Products, 929 Olympic Blvd., Santa 
Monica, Calif. Tell me the make and year 
of your car, carburetor type and the power 
equipment you have. I'll send you all the 
details promptly, including price, the name 
and address of your nearest McCulloch 
dealer and a free illustrated folder. 
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The Foreign Car “Invasion” 


lr THERE’S EVER BEEN a greater change in attitude toward the “inva- 
sion of this country by European small cars,” we've seen it now. The 
fact that no less a colossal automotive empire than General Motors 
deigns to dip its fork into the small slice the imported car manufacturers 
take of the pie made up by American car buyers’ dollars indicates a 
direct about-face from a few short months ago. At that time General 
Motors was still “not concerned with the small sales of the imported 
cars.” 

Now it’s a different story. 

The why of it must be purely economic: In 1954 total U.S. registra- 
tion of foreign cars was 25,385. In 1955 that figure doubled with 
51,658. Last year it almost doubled again—to hit 91,042. Estimates 
for 1957 are as pessimistic as 125,000, as optimistic as 150,000. Either 
way, it would be over two per cent of the total market. 

Volkswagen, of course, accounted for more than half the imports 
last year, but with the many new models coming in, there may be a 
percentile slackening of their import growth. Fiat, one of the world’s 
largest automobile producers, intends to flood the American market with 
at least five, and possibly six, distinctly different models ranging 
in price from just over $1000 to $2495 P.O.E. Within a few months, 
Fiat imports should be running well over 1000 per month, which would 
place them third to Volkswagen and Renault. 

The list of imports is long and impressive—from the A.C. to the 
Zundapp. If variety is the spice of life, then there'll be no cause to use 
pepper in place of oregano. The major drawback appears to be in 
shipping space. Volkswagen and Fiat have their own ships. Others have 
to wait in line for available space on transports that haul everything 
from wool to rice. 

So with this situation is it amy wonder that General Motors has 
decided to push a quota of up to 2000 Vauxhall Victors and Opel Rek- 
ords into this country each month. (making them the second largest 
importer )? There’s no doubt about the fact of their both being good 
cars. (See page 40 for a road test of the Victor. A test on the Rekord 
will appear soon.) We feel that at last the sleeping giant has awakened 
to the fact that the American people’s appetite has been whetted for a 
quality small car with good economy and easy serviceability. 

Questions that have been asked of the GM move run the gamut from 
the ludicrous to the serious: Will these cars, selling for around $2000, 
cut into sales of Volkswagen and other imports? Will the American 
public buy a “foreign” GM-built product? Does this mean GM will aot 
now build a small car? Can American dealers service “foreign cars?” 
Does this mean that GM has finally conceded that the small foreign car 
is here to stay? 

That the small foreign car is here to stay seems without question. 
With the advantages you gain from a small car’s size, enabling you to 
whip through traffic with greater ease and at a half or a third the cost 
of driving a domestic car, why shouldn’t they remain? Their importance 
to the American motoring public is borne out not only by GM's 
franchising of Buick and Pontiac dealers to handle Opels and Vaux- 
halls, but also by the Ford Motor Company’s intended 20,000-unit 
sales push of their English Fords and the recurring rumor that Chrysler 
is next. And in a small way by our allotment of 13 pages to road tests 
and drivescriptions of the newest models. In the months to come, we'll 
keep you abreast of other developments. The “foreign car invasion” has 


just started. 
| WMA... 
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You—and the public—have been hearing and 
reading for years about European-type Cad- 
mium batteries that last longer than automo- 
biles. But so far you haven’t been able to buy 
such batteries. 

Truth is, the European-type batteries sim- 
ply aren’t practical for ordinary motoring 
use—too big and too expensive. Now, after 
testing more than 400 different combinations 
of materials and many construction designs, 
an American manufacturer has at last de- 
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veloped a Cadmium Battery practical for 
general motoring use. 

This revolutionary new type battery is dif- 
ferent from any other American or Euro- 
pean battery ever made. It is superior to Eu- 
ropean-type Cadmium batteries, yet is no 
larger nor costlier than ordinary batteries! 

As a result of more than a year of continu- 
ous laboratory and road tests, The Cadmium 
Battery is unconditionally guaranteed by the 
factory to outlast your car. 


The key to the remarkable capacity and long service life 
of The Cadmium Battery was the discovery of a method 
of sintering the grids with a newly-developed cadmium 
alloy. Both the composition of the Cadalloy (derived from 
cadmium), as well as the method of sintering, or forming, 
the grids are original and carefully guarded secrets 
which are highly important to the performance, charac- 
teristics and life of the unique Cadmium Battery. 

The Cadmium Battery is the finest battery made in 


gives “temperature-proof” faster starting, 


brighter lights, better operation of all the car’s electrical 
equipment. Completely modern in every respect, it is de- 
signed for today’s automotive electrical systems and is 
ideal for cars with full electrical equipment. 


One price for all 6- and 12-volt passenger cars and light 
trucks: Only $39.95. Never before offered for less than $100. 


140 KANSAS STREET, EL SEGUNDO, CALIFORNIA 





EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTORS 
NOW BEING APPOINTED 


The Cadmium Battery Corporation operates its own completely modern, 65,000 sq. ft. 


factory and is a financially responsible organization. If you are interested in acquiring 


guaranteed in writing, contact us at once 
Galahad, Sales Manager, The Cadmium Battery Corporation, 140 Kansas St., El Segundo, 


! 
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! 
a valuable distributor franchise (no charge for franchise) with a protected territory : 
! 
California. Phone: EAstgate 2-0367, El Segundo. Cable address: CADMIUM, Los Angeles. | 
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140 Kansas St. 
Please ship 


Year of Car. 


THE CADMIUM BATTERY CORP., Dept. MT 957 
, El Segundo, Calif. 


@ $39.95. Factory pays shipping to my door. 
0 6-volt automotive 
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Cadmium Battery guaranteed to outlast my car, 
C) 12-volt automotive 


Model of Car_— 








by telephone, wire or letter. Address John Mahe of Car: 


Name___ 
Address___ 


City 





_______No. of Cylinders. 
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POWER TIP fires up’ 
all winners in 
57 Mobilgas 
Economy Run 





IMPERIAL V-8 Sweepstakes Winner and First in High Price Class 


Victory sweep by Chrysier-built cars proves 
Auto-Lite Spark Plugs with Power Tip give 
top performance and economy at all speeds 


Here’s why... At low speeds the pro- 
jecting Power Tip gets hot fast, 
operates hotter to burn away foul- 
ing deposits which impair engine 
performance in city driving. At high 
speeds, Power Tip is cooled by the 
richer air-fuel mixture to check 
power-wasting pre-ignition caused 
by overheated spark plugs. Ask your 
dealer for Power Tip today! 


Power Tip delivers peak per- 
formance in overhead-valve 
V-8 engines and in most over- 
head-valve 6’s in all these 
cars: Buick, Cadillac, Dodge, 
Chevrolet, Chrysler, De Soto, 
Plymouth, Hudson, Imperial, 
Ford, Lincoln, Mercury, Nash, 
Oldsmobile, Packard, Pontiac, 
Rambler, Studebaker. 
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THE POWER TIP 
MAKES THE 
BIG DIFFERENCE ! 








CHRYSLER V-8 First Place, 
Upper-Medium Price Class 


AUTO-LITE. 


SPARK PLUGS WITH 


POWER TIP 


Auto-Lite makes a complete line of spark plugs, 
including Standard, Resistor, Smail-Engine, 
Transport, Aircraft, and Diesel-Starting. 
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LETTERS 


WHY DOESN’T CHRYSLER? 
Dear Editor: 

I have been, since 1946, a staunch Chrysler 
supporter, and have always felt that it was 
one or two steps ahead of the rest of the in- 
dustry so far as engineering was concerned. 
And it has been just recently that Chrysler 
products are the most beautiful cars in the 
land. 

Why don’t they cover the market with a 
wider choice of cars—especially a car to com- 
pete with the Ford Thunderbird and the 
Continental? There should be a car priced 
for every penny’s difference between $2000 
and $13,000. If Chrysler really wants to get 
a large share of the GM sales, I can see no 
other way than this. 
James Garfield Burbank, Calif. 
Dear Editor: 

For many years I have been puzzled by the 
method of operation which is used by the 
Chrysler Corporation. When, a while ago 
they were having a hard time selling the cars 
that they produced, they were stuck with an 
enormous stock of cars. Now that they are 
able to sell all the cars they can produce, they 
can't produce all the cars they can sell. It 
begins to look as though the Chrysler Cor- 
poration as a whole is not interested in com- 
peting with the other automobile manufac- 
turers. 

I think that no one knows how to produce 
better automobiles than Chrysler, but it seems 
that everyone else knows better how to sell 
them. Chrysler always comes up with special 
models that, if produced, would set the auto- 
motive world on fire. These cars are shown to 
the public for approval. The public then ap- 
proves the cars, whereupon Chrysler immedi- 
ately retracts them and files them away, and 
they are not seen again. (Remember the 
K-310, Plymouth X-500 and the Dodge Fire- 
arrow and many more? ) 

The Chrysler Corporation seems to be 
first with everything that the engineers want, 
and last with everything that the average 
public wants. 


Richard Dean Los Angeles 


WORD FROM WALES 
Gentlemen : 

My co-mechanics would like to know how 
the status of a motor mechanic in the U. S. 
compares with a mechanic in other branches 
of industry. Here in England we are not rated 
as high as a shipbuilding or mining workshop 
mechanic. A skilled motor mechanic seldom 
gets more than about $28 per 44-hour week. 
How about yours? A letter from a mechanic 
would be appreciated. 
Alex Craig 
Colwyn Bay 


Alda, Bevan Ave. 
Denbigshire, Wales 





A REFRESHING CHANGE 
Dear Sir: 

Back in ’55 I was impressed with your 
write-up on the Buick Century so I bought 
one. After almost 15,000 miles the trans- 
mission went out to the tune of $124.99, so 
I wrote to the Chicago Buick Regional Office. 

Imagine my surprise when I received a 
rebate check for $96.10 . . . after almost two 
years when one would suppose the warranty 
had run out, even though there was little 
mileage on the car. If this is typical of Buick 
service I shall stick with them. 
Anthony Braus Maywood, Ill. 
CUSTOMIZED CONVULSIONS 
Dear Sirs: 

I have a major gripe about one section of 
MT—the so-called “Custom Cars.” It seems 
that all that is necessary to receive undeserved 
attention in this section is to buy a collection 
of junk and make changes in it. I regret to 
say that not one in 10 makes a nice over-all 
picture. Chrome and paint do not create 
beauty in the absence of line. My Crosley has 
been customized with a White truck grille 
and ‘57 DeSoto tail lights. 
John Isemann Richmond, Va. 


STOP LEAKING 
Gentlemen: 

Head gaskets can be checked for leakage 
by adding two spoonfuls of washing bluing 
to a cup of permanent antifreeze, pouring it 
into the radiator, tying a white cloth over 
the tail pipe, and running the engine a short 
time. 

If there is a head gasket leak, the bluing 
will color the cloth. The antifreeze wiil also 
help in locating the leaky trouble spot on 
the engine. 


R. Blagden E. Hampton, Conn. 


DRAGSTRIP DILEMMA 
Gentlemen: 

I was surprised and disappointed to read 
that the National Safety Council (in their 
publication) proposes non-support by local 
police officials for supervised drag activities. 
This attitude would seem to promote moon- 
shine dragging. My support is for those who 
propose, supervise and participate in regu- 
lated competitive drag activities. 

Edward Williams Oneida, N. Y. 


OLDER AND WISER 
Dear Sir: 

I own a 1938 Chrysler Custom Imperial. 
I bought it used four years ago. Since that 
time I have averaged about 2200 miles driv- 
ing a month. My car has not needed any 
repairs other than the usual upkeep. The car 
is a good performer. I drive it hard and fast 
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but still get about 12 mpg in traffic and 17.4 
mpg on highways. 

The car attracts attention wherever it goes. 
J don’t think they “build them like they used 


to. 
David R. Christensen Arlington, Va. 


ROGER .. . OVER AND OUT 
Gentlemen: 

This idea of mine is an automobile of sorts 
built for speeds 100 to 150 mph on those 
future super highways. 

The thing would be light, perhaps built 
of alum.aum and magnesium. The engine 


or \, 
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pn B. d ss > 
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could be 100 hp and the machine would roll 
on a modified tricycle wheel arrangement 
driven by the front wheels with the power- 
plant mounted directly over them. It would 
be handled conventionally up to 50 mph. 
At highway cruising speeds, the rear end 
would be flown off the ground and the con- 
trols switched to Automatic for electronic 
handling. 

Kenneth R. King 


SPORTING LIFE 


Gentlemen: 
Here is my design for a sports car. This 
car is about the size of a T-Bird and could be 


Charleston Hgts., S.C. 





built in several models, including convertible, 
hardtop, station wagon, fastback hardtop, and 
rastback two-docr sedan. 
Jim Lewis 

THE BETTER TO SEE HIM 
Gentlemen: 

{ have a 57 Mercury with reflectors in the 
rear bumper which I converted to lights. 
This was accomplished by cutting a two-inch 
x 19-inch slot in the bumper behind the re- 
flectors and the same size hole in the plate 
between the reflector and bumper. I fabricated 
a housing and installed it. Then I installed 
two tail light sockets in each side and te- 
placed the reflector. 
Allen Gentry 


Arlington, Va. 


Chattanooga, Tenn. 


RACERS ARE SAFER 
Dear Sir: 

Our most skillful drivers could show stu- 
dents of driver training programs why a 
motor vehicle goes out of control and exactly 
which actions are to be taken to recover con- 
trol. 

Our most skillful drivers are the racing 
men and many of them are employed by 
automotive firms which should be vitally 
interested in traffic safety and willing to retain 
instructors for such a valuable program. 
Larry McInerney Tillamook, Ore. 








CORRECTION 

On page 24 in the August issue we inad- 
vertently printed obsolete engine and per- 
formance specifications for the B.M.W. Isetta. 
The correct figures are as follows: No. of 
cylinders—1, Engine type—ohv, Displace- 
ment—18.3 cu. in., Bhp—13.0 (rpm not 
stated), Advertised top speed—62.8 mph, 
Advertised fuel consumption—62 mpg. 





for vacationers, sportsmen, 
salesmen, sports car owner 





Takes only 1/ 5 the trunk space of ordinary spare 
— makes room for two more suitcases 


The Gates Rubber Company — 
pioneer developers of many new 
rubber products — now makes a 
flexible nylon spare tire that folds 
down to the size of a football and 
eliminates the need for the ordinary 
spare tire and wheel entirely. 


For families on vacation, espe- 
cially those with the extra luggage 
needed for children. . . for salesmen 
who need more space for samples 
...for those who are going into 
remote areas and want the extra 
security of a sixth and even seventh 
tire...for owners of sports cars 
with extremely limited space... for 
all these and many others, Gates 
revolutionary new Fold-Away 
Spare Tire is the answer. 


Actually this tire takes up only 
1/5 the trunk space occupied by the 
regular spare tire and wheel. When 
the neat package containing the 
Fold-Away Tire is tucked in a 
corner, there is room for two or 






three more pieces of luggage. In 
many cars trunk space is doubled. 


Flat off; Fold-Away on 
in minutes 

The initial purchase of the Fold- 
Away tire will ordinarily include’ 
two other items: a tire changer and 
an inflator. The tire changer is a 
simple tool for removing the flat 
from the wheel without removing 
the wheel itself. And the inflator is 
a small cylinder of gas which 
inflates the Fold-Away in seconds. 
Anyone who can jack up a car can 
remove the flat tire and install the 
Fold-Away in a matter of minutes. 


Plenty of mileage for any 
emergency 
The Fold-Away is made with a 
tough cold rubber tread and a spe- 
cially tempered nylon cord body. It 
will stand up under normal driving 
speeds over all kinds of roads for 
1000 miles or more. Can be deflated 


- and folded up for repeated use. 


To get a FOLD-AWAY Tire see your 
Gates Tire Dealer or send coupon below 


Fold-Away Tires are made in 
14”, 15” and 16” sizes to fit most 
cars including many sports cars 
both domestic and foreign. Gates 
Tire Dealers have popular sizes or 


The Gates Rubber Co. 
Sales Division, Inc. 
999 So. Broadway 
Denver, Colcrado 





way to purchase it. 


a a a a oe ay 


Without obligation, send pictures 
and price of Fold-Away Tire for my 
car, together with easiest, quickest 


can get the size you need quickly. 
If you prefer, send coupon below, 
giving tire size, and make of car. 

We'll send price and easiest, 
quickest way to get your Fold- 
Away Tire. 
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New IDEAS EXPRESSED with aluminum 
was the purpose behind a recent in- 
vasion of Detroit by a detachment of 
stylists and publicists from the head- 
quarters of Kaiser Aluminum. Because 
one of the master-minds behind the 
ideas presented was the former Ford 
stylist, Frank Hershey, and also be- 
cause the applications of the light 
metal presented were eminently prac- 
tical, we thought MT’s readers would 
like a full report. 


THE SIX STYLING STUDIES that were pre- 
sented featured ideas which may very 
well set a style trend. At least one de- 
sign, which must remain nameless right 
now, bears close resemblance to some 
of the theories being talked about in 
hushed tones in various quarters in the 
industry. Other features appear to be 
extensions of some of the more progres- 
sive European experiments seen fre- 
quently in recent years. On the whole, 
however, Kaiser Aluminum’s approach 
to both styling and structural members 
is most refreshing and worthy of se- 
rious consideration. 


THE “DEL MAR” has an integral grille and 
bumper of a single aluminum extru- 
sion with a rubber insert at the for- 
ward edge. The headlights, vertically 
dualed pairs, are recessed behind their 
own grilles of aluminum which, with 
the lower cast bumper end sections, also 

’ provide the protection at each corner 
of the front. The very flat, low hood 
is also cast (it could be extruded) and 
is textured longitudinally. The hood’s 
ridges could be used as a basis for in- 
teresting color possibilities with the high 
ridges polished after painting. The rear 
quarter, or fender, sections, provide a 
sort of flying wing design that also adds 
torsional rigidity as well as styling orig- 
inality. Roof interest focuses on the 
air inlets and very thin side sections to 
which a transparent canopy is attached. 


“WMERCED” AND “GRANADA” center at- 
tention on fluted, stamped body panels 
which are anodized in suitable colors. 
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Aluminum offers promise of becoming 


an all-purpose metal of future cars 


THE “FAIRMONT” 


The matching doors are cast, as are the 
bumpers and wheels, the latter with in- 
tegral hubs and brake drums. The Mer- 
ced’s roof rolls back into the rear deck 
leaving the forward canted roof sup- 
port hoop to givé a coupe de ville ef- 
fect. Kaiser engineers suggest either 
power or hand roof retraction, the lat- 
ter for simplicity and because of the 
lightness of aluminum. The Granada 
features the exhaust mufflers mounted 
forward of the front wheels, deflecting 
the exhaust downward and outward. The 
bubble canopy provides all-around view 
except for the interruption of the stub 
fins, which carry the turn signal lights. 
Each car has wheel housings integral 
with the stamped side panels. 


EMPHASIZES varia- 
tions possible with aluminum and con- 
trasts the smooth stamped door panel 
with the textured front and rear quarter 
panels. Again the wheel wells are 
stamped aluminum and the edges are 
polished for accent. The sliding roof 
combines extruded and formed sheet 
sections while the windshield frame and 
rear top strut are forged. Bumpers are 
cast, as are the light-weight wheels, with 


“GOLDEN GATE” is an ultimate in station 


THE ALL-ALUMINUM CAR is exemplified 


by Joe H. Wherry 
Detroit Editor 


air cooling for the integral brakes. The 
aircraft-related finlets are the rear sup- 
port for the antenna, could mount sig- 
nals, but one questions the dart-like 
points on such a low car. 


wagons. The door is of a roll-down 
type fabricated from narrow extrusions 
which are locked together with flexible 
plastic strips which supply water and 
weatherproofing. The Golden Gate's 
wheel wells feature a rigid aluminum 
stamping covered with colored vinyl in 
the hollows with the ridges polished. 
The forward section of this futuristic 
wagon’s roof slides back. Color ano- 
dized aluminum is used for the entire 
upper structure with enamelled steel 
for the lower side panels. 


by the “Piedmont” which, alone in the 
group, uses the straight-through styling 
culminating in fins. Not available were 
prints duplicating what we saw on a 
wide screen: a step-by-step sequence 
showing the car being theoretically built 
from the ground up. Several cast alum- 
inum sections were bolted together (on 








X-Al INTERIOR is all aluminum. Casting integrates firewall 
and toeboards. Instrument panel markings are cast in metal. 
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the screen) to form an integral fire- 
wall, dashboard, floor pan, and main 
frame side rails that reminded us of 
the structure used in recent Hotch- 
kiss-Gregoire and Panhard cars. It will 
be remembered by some that Kaiser, 
when he was manufacturing cars, 
sought out the Frenchman, Gregoire, 
and that the all-aluminum car was 
rumored strongly several years ago. 


EXPOSED FRAME RAILS are used on the 
“Piedmont” to furnish textured styling 
as well as torsional rigidity. Ahead of 
the front wheels can be seen, again, the 
muffler exhaust outlet of finned alum- 
inum. The wheel wells are made in- 
tegral with the frame and floor section 
by, Kaiser states, bolting or by weld- 
ing. The roof is a three-piece affair 
that retracts and drops behind the rear 
seat. Bumpers are cast aluminum. The 
seven exhaust-like openings protrud- 
ing beneath the rear bumper are not 
explained. From the rear quarter view 
the headlight hoods look remarkably 
like those on the ’57 Imperial while 
the fins have a similar relation in ap- 
pearance. 


HOOD AND REAR DECK thar roll back like 
the old roll top desk are formed as 
were the doors on the preceding Gold- 
en Gate wagon. In our opinion the 
“Piedmont” has features almost certain 
to be seen on cars in the '59-’61 era. 
We're certain also that this firm, now 
pushing the styling and structural pos- 
sibilities of aluminum and other light 
alloys, has learned much from certain 
European designers who, it must be 
admitted, are years ahead in automo- 
tive thinking. 


THE X-Al INTERIOR is a styling and 
engineering experiment devoted to the 
area combining the firewall, the floor- 
board, and seat frames. It’s all alum- 
inum: a big casting integrates firewall, 
the toeboards, and instrument panels 
with the numbers and other markings 
cast right into the metal of the instru- 
ment grouping. Cast into the floor 
board are the supports for both front 
and rear seats and the texture of the 
floor itself. The seatbacks shown are of 
two sections which can be controlled 
for the greatest back comfort. The two 
pedals, accelerator and brake, are of 
aircraft type. The steering wheel is 
deeply dished with only a stub of a 
column coming out of the dash. No 
transmission controls are shown, but 
they could be functionally arranged 
horizontally in a single row on the 
rectangular hub. The strength of the 
cockpit could be assured by the prop- 
er light metals alloyed and the dura- 
bility and beauty with color anodizing 
surpasses anything of conventional de- 
sign yet achieved. 

continued on page 12 
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>> Jim Whipple — CAR LIFE 


“TEN YEARS AHEAD OF ITS TIME” 

“Your first look at the CITROEN DS 19 tells 
you that it’s different... the sloping nose, under- 
slung air intake, long low body and narrow pil- 
lars, all these things give the DS 19 a meshed 
resemblance to the sketches of dream cars,” 









»> Pete Molson— MOTOR TREND 
“LEFT BABBLING IN WONDERMENT” 


“Hunt up the worst road available...and you 
can hurl CITROEN over it with only occasional 
light thumps from the underpinnings. Three 
consecutive carfulls of our own passengers were 
left incoherently babbling in wonderment. So 
what is there to say? It has to be experienced.” 


>» John R. Bond — ROAD & TRACK 
“DRIVES BOLDLY OFF THE BEATEN PATH 
AND NEVER FEELS THE BUMPS” «On every 


kind of surface traversible by four wheels the 
‘hydropneumatic’ suspension fulfills its design- 
ers’ claims by absorbing shock and maintaining 
ability to degree never before achieved. 


Cc 
: 








The DS-19, distinctively French 
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>> ROAD TEST REPORTS 


from the EXPERTS on the 





.-. Unmistakably iy Frech \WD) 


combines chic Parisienne elegance with the 
road-hugging power of a Monte Carlo Winner. 


FREE! Send For Complete ROAD TEST Reports! 


FOR CITROEN DEALER NEAREST YOU, WRITE THE DIRECT FACTORY BRANCH: 
CITROEN CARS CORPORATION 


300 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y., ELDORADO 5-2872 
8423 WILSHIRE BLVD., BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNIA, OLIVE 3-4745 


THE CITROEN DS 19 IS THE ONLY CAR, COMBINING AS STANDARD EQUIPMENT ALL 
THESE EXCLUSIVE FEATURES: FRONT-WHEEL DRIVE—MONOSHELL BODY * NEW DS 19 
OHV ENGINE WITH DUAL THROAT CARBURETOR ® POWER DISC-BRAKES * INDEPENDENT 
FRONT AND REAR BRAKES © CENTRAL HYDRAULIC SYSTEM WITH AUTOMATIC CLUTCH 
AND AUTOMATIC GEAR-SHIFT ® CITRO-SAFE® “NO SPOKE” STEERING WHEEL © SAFETY 
DASHBOARD * EXCLUSIVE CENTRAL FIXATION OF THE WHEELS ® LOWEST CENTER OF 
GRAVITY © UNIQUE CITMATIC® AIR-OIL SUSPENSION...THE ONLY SUSPENSION 
THAT ACTUALLY FLOATS YOU ON AIR OVER THE ROAD! 


the new CITROEN 


DS-19 






























Tue CAR OWNER who takes a reasonable 





‘genuine leather and fabrics to a considerable 










PRODUCT USE 
TEST 


Fabric Kleen and 
Leather Kleen 


amount of pride in the care of his automo- 
bile will appreciate the facts to be learned 
about cleaning interior upholstery—whether 
it be leather or fabric—in our product use 
test reports. 





























Ordinary daily use, in addition to the na- 
tural deterioration caused by the sun, wind § P* 
and rain, will make almost any type of up- 
holstery covering dull and dirty. Keeping it 
spot-free, clean and as “good as new’ takes 
a little time and effort; but with the right 
cleaners the job not only is simplified but can 
result in a much longer life for the material 
and general good appearance of the interior 
of the car. 

Today, vinyl plastics are used extensively 
for interior coverings in U.S. cars, replacing 








extent. Many English and foreign cars, how- 
ever, continue to use the soft, untreated 
leathers; these require more care than the 
Ortholite-covered leathers and vinyls of US. 
cars, simply because they do not have that 
extra protective coating afforded by the Or- ( 
tholite treatment. Bei 

Using a vinyl-covered seat in a ’57 Ford ced 
station wagon, we made a comparison test Ff 
between an ordinary soap-and-water solution 
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and Leather Kleen, a prod:'ct which contains 
saddle soap, neatsfcot oil, beeswax, and Car- 
nauba wax. The soap and water took the 
scum off all right, but the vinyl had a dull 
appearance when it dried. By contrast, the 
area treated with Leather Kleen not only took 
less effort to clean by simply applying a small 
amount to a stiff brush and rubbing the sur- 
face in a circular motion, but it also gave the 
finish a rich tone. Noticeable was the fact 
that the vinyl! definitely had a water-repellent 
quality, due to the wax contained in the 
Leather Kleen solution. Thus, not only does 


‘H this solution act as a cleaning agent, but it 
also serves as a protective coating. Incidental- 
ly, Leather Kleen has been tested and ap- 


& 





pats proved by the U. S. Rubber Company for use 
be of up- § oO" Naugahyde and by the Leather Manu- 
eeping it facturers of America. 
ew” takes 
the right 
d but can 
> material 
e interior 
xtensively 
replacing 
asiderable 
ars, how- 
untreated 
than the 
ls of US. 
have that 
decide Checking out its companion product, Fa- 
: bric Kleen, required a slightly different pro- 
37 Ford cedure. Mixing one part of Fabric Kleen with 
rison test two parts of warm water in an open contain- 
t solution  « created a foam or lather. The lather on/) 


was applied with a brush to the soiled fabric 
door paneling of a 50 Buick sedan. The nap 
of the upholstery was brushed back and forth, 
covering one small area at a time, overlapping 
to blend in the cleaned areas. Wiping each 
area dry with a clean absorbent towel resulted 
in a new, freshened look to the upholstery 
paneling. 

According to the manufacturer, Fabric 
Kleen contains both soap and solvent in an 
emulsion base. This we proved makes an ef- 
fective cleaner for the removal of grease and 
oil, as well as water-soluble stains; but one 
word of caution: Apply Jather on a hidden 
area first to be certain your upholstery is 
color-fast. —James E. Potter 

















R. C. ANDERSON 
President of CT! 


VALUABLE TUNE-UP KIT 


Kit includes Compression 
Tester, Vacuum Gauge and 
Fuel Pump Tester; Ignition 
Timing Light; portable steel 
case. These accurate, quality 
instruments are the kind that 
experienced mechanics use to 
trouble-shoot. 








Diesel or Body-Fender 
Training Included 











In addition to fully-rounded 
training in Auto Mechanics, 
CTI also offers you instruction 
in either Diesel Mechanics or 
Body and Fender Rebuilding. 
Only CTI gives you this extra 
choice. This added trgining is 
yours without extra cost. 


Open a Shop, Be the Boss 


You learn tune-up; overhaul; 
electric, cooling and lubri- 
cating systems; automatic 
transmissions; power steering; 
power brakes; many other re- 
pair subjects. As a trained 
man, you may if you wish, 
open a shop of your own. 


MAIL TODAY FOR 
2 FREE BOOKS 


EG oo oo 2 we oo “TRAINING YOU CAN TRUST’ aaae 


WAKE UP TO YOUR OPPORTUNITIES IN 


AUTO MECHANICS 


| Pe Sen NEW WAY TO TRAIN AT HOME 






Don’t rely on luck to make your 
dreams come true! Be practical 
and depend on training. As a 
skilled man, you can step into a 
good, top-pay job—enjoy secu- 
rity—and even open a shop. 
Your best bet is to become an 
auto mechanic. That’s the big 
opportunity field today. Over 60 million cars and 
trucks are on the road, and all require mainte- 
nance. At least one-third are in the heavy-repair 
class. There’s so much work that 50,000 mechanics 
are needed! It’s easy to learn this trade at home. 
Find out how by mailing coupon below. 


You get experience as you learn because 
you practice with tools and tune-up kit! 


* CTI instruments and tools are 
of professional quality and are 
sent without extra cost. 























FINE SOCKET SET 


Close-up view of socket set 
with 5” extension. You’ll use 
CTI tools on all types of 
engines—for a life-time. 


QUALITY TOOLS 


CTI mechanic’s tools help 
you get useful practice; keep 
your interest high; make 
you proud of your craft. 


Earn cash in spare time soon after you start 


Soon after they begin training, many students earn cash 
in spare time by fixing cars. These earnings help pay 
tuition, and add to your regular income. Many students 
have started in business with part-time repairing. Others 
get jobs in local shops.—Commercial Trades Institute, 
1400 Greenleaf Avenue, Chicago 26, Illinois. 


COMMERCIAL TRADES INSTITUTE 


ees 







1400 GREENLEAF AVE., DEPT. A-608 


CHICAGO 26, ILLINOIS 
Mail me your new booklet Big Money in Auto 
Mechanics and Sample Lesson. Both FREE. 
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World-famous racing driver Stirling Moss and his Sun 


Champion race drivers and the 


SUNBEAM RAPIER 


They just naturally go together. For you, it’s a 
smart move to follow the lead of the world’s top 
sporting drivers who choose Sunbeam Rapiers 
for their personal transportation. For here is 
striking proof that only the stunning, spirited 
Sunbeam, among all family sedans, comes so 
close to matching the exciting performance that 
attracts men like this to racing cars. 


There is much to admire in a Sunbeam: its 
surging acceleration from 0 to 60 m.p.h. in under 
20 seconds; its perfect spacing of six gear ratios; 
its hair-trigger controls that respond to every 
instant command; its incredibly durable ohv 
power plant with 8 to 1 compression ratio; its 
sturdier, safer unitary chassis; the relaxed com- 
fort it offers for hundreds of miles at a stretch; 
its surprisingly low cost. Parts and service every- 
where. If you drive for fun, road-test a Sunbeam 
Rapier, at your Hillman/Sunbeam dealer’s. 


SUNBEAM 


A ROOTES GROUP PRODUCT 















Rootes Motors, Inc., 505 Park Avenue, N. Y.C.,N.¥. * 9830 W. Pico Bivd., L. A., Calif. 
in Canada: Rootes Motors (Canada) Ltd., Toronto, Montreal, Vancouver 


12) MOTOR TREND/SEPTEMBER 1957 


ON DETROIT 


continued from page 9 


ALUMINUM WHEELS are a distinct pos- 









SPOTLIGHT 


sibility for "58 and beyond. Kaiser hag 
developed one, to be die cast as an 
integral unit including hub and brake 
drum. Aluminum offers the advantages 
of improved brake performance, greater 
strength and lighter weight. Design of 
the die-cast wheel eliminates separate 
wheel disc and hub casting, which are 
combined with the brake drum to form 
a strong but light-weight structure. The 
rim is the demountable type, held in 
place with chrome plated rim clamps. 
The prototype wheel, complete with 
14-inch diameter steel rim, weighs 
only 30 pounds as compared with 42.6 
pounds for a steel wheel, hub and 
brake drum assembly, a weight saving 
of 12.6 pounds or approximately 30 
per cent. 

Mechanical tests show substantially 
less brake fade, attributed to alum- 
inum’s ability to dissipate heat rapidly 
and to radial ribs on the surface of the 
wheel to establish direct air flow over 
the periphery of the drum. The braking 
surface of the wheel can be either a 
metallurgically bonded iron liner, or a 
metallurgically bonded metal spray lin- 
er. The prototype wheel is the result of 
214 years of design and research. 
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DIE CAST aluminum wheel has integral 
brake drum and weighs only 30 Ibs. 


ENGINE BLOCKS OF CAST ALUMINUM 


are now a reality. An in-line six design 
was shown by Kaiser engineers. When 
asked about the possibility of casting 
a V8 block at an early date, Kaiser 
stated that studies were under way to 
determine the feasibility of such an 
enterprise. What is not generally known 
is that V-type blocks of aluminum have 
already been experimentally cast in 
halves which are then welded together. 
Wet steel sleeves are used, but some 
engineers believe that eventually cyl- 
inders of light alloys are entirely pos- 
sible. (The V-type block referred to 
above has been seen by this writer— 
it is mot a Kaiser project, and it cet- 
tainly signifies that the day of aluminum 
is rapidly approaching. 
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to form 
ure. The 
held i 
iamps || (ui) FV Coe 
clamps. 
: 1957 
te with . ; : © 
weighs ORDER BY MAIL from the world’s largest supplier of special auto parts 
ith 42.6 SPECIAL of the MONTH . . . simply send the coupon below for real money-saving bargains! 
ub and 
t saving DUAL HEADLIGHTS 
“ "| Prices CUT! 
rices : THE 1960 LOOK FOR 1957 FORDS! 
tantially 
> alum- f Dramatic new appearance—won- 
rapidly us om derful lighting improvement. 300% 
; more light—(400% when you use 
e of the all 4 lamps for highway driving)— 
Ld bd 100 feet more sight distance. Lights 
a oS bri tn the ‘“‘danger’’ area! Increases car 
braking value many times its cost. Pre- 
‘ cision engineered unit ‘‘slips’’ in— 
either a Stripe your car fits perfectly. Complete with lamps 
er. or a “ and wiring harness. Price includes 
er, OF for as little as both pairs. Prime painted $56.50. 
ray lin- Chrome plated $72.50. Item 7. PPD. 
‘esult of 9 ¢ WERE 
h. RESERVE FUEL TANK 
You'll NEVER run out of gas. Just 
lift hood, turn auxiliary valve— 
you've got fuel to get you to the 
next service station. With %-gal- 
SAVE $25.00 to $30.00 . . . customize you car at a fraction of the cost lon steel tank, porous bronze filter, 
of hand striping. You'll be thrilled how easy it is to apply genuine gas line and brackets. Worth much 
“CUSTOM-STRIPING” decals. Arrange any way you like. Original more. $3.95. Item 8. PPD. 
designs by famous Harbeck. Each set available in white, rich red, black 
: or lustrous gold. Specify set and color wanted. Item 5. PPD. 
Set “A’’—For headlights, dashboard, other beauty touches 95e 
Set “‘B’’—Like Set A plus 12 extra designs for the center of the WHY PAY 
hood, corners of rear deck, etc. (includes straight lines) $1.85 MORE 
Set “C’’—Complete Deluxe stripe kit for your car—36 designs 2.75 
NEW Economy Striping Kit — 78c Nevtra -Plug’s ac- 
Priced low (Not Shown). Item 6. PPD. tive alloy element 
neutralizes corro- 
1 All Masonic Orders Rotary sive engine acids 
SHOW your EMBLEM! Knights of Pythias OtMatows om eat away at 
Knights of Columbus Sertoma the very vitals of 
Civil Defense Fire Dept. SS oe 
tearal Auxiliary Fire Dept. Teacher erful Alnico mag- 
g Auxiliary Police Dept. Health Dept. net captures tiny 
30 Ibs. Jr. Chmbr. of Commerce Jesus Saves abrasive grit parti- 
Registered Nurse Police cles that cut and 
Medical Doctor Racing Car scratch precision 
AINUM Practical Nurse Pharmacist Standard machined surfaces. 
: Amer. Fed. of Musicians Dentist NEUTRA-PLUG 
design Medical Technician Atty. at Law For the motorist who wants Deluxe NEUTRA-PLUG 
When NEW . . . car Emblems for Hos, ital Technician Clergy to combat the two chief 
clubs, professions, lodges, Civil Air Patrol Social Worker causes of engine wear “i 
casting etc. Large 4-inch Emblems Kiwanis Chiropractor Saves your car! Fights corro- 
4 of beautiful thick-cast alu- Eagles Optometrist sive engine acids . . . captures Super-size element—over twice 
Kaiser minum . highly polished, Elks Accountant microscopic ferrous grit. Sur- the acid-neutralizing surface. 
way to with correct colors in enam- Moose Lions le passed only by Deluxe model Strong (200-Ib. test) cable—22 
el. State Emblem. Only $1.98 Optimist Mortician at the right. Item 10. Stand- times the magnetic pick-up area. 
ich an ach. Item 9. PPD. Shriner Civil Service ard model—$2.45. PPD. Item 11. Deluxe mdl.—$2.95 Ppd. 
known PSS ee ee oe ee ee a re 
n have 
: 1958 Catalog j ORDER BY MAIL TODAY! Satisfaction guaranteed 
ast 10 gf | or your money back. Send currency, check or mon- 
ether Hundreds of NEW items— ey order and we pay postage on items marked Ppd. 
8 7 see 1958 accessories NOW. $ Others F.O.B. Los Angeles. 20% deposit required on 
some Power brakes—air condi- | C.0.D.s (no C.O.D.s outside U.S.A.). California 
tioning, hi-fi thou- Ne 7 : , gi cusiomers please add 4% Sales Tax. 
ly cyl- sands of gas-savers, power we  * : 
y pos- peepee Ay ee = | 5805 E. Beverly Bivd., Dept. 772, Los Angeles 22, Calif. Phone RAymond 3-3671 | 
red to — _ =i postage and Gentlemen: Please rush me the items circled at right: 1234567891011 
. andling). 
riter— My car is ek RES Model................ No. Cyl......... - See | REE a Bae eee 
: j DEALERS! OUR NEW 1958 DEALER CATALOG Full Price Enclosed 
it Cet IS JUST OFF THE PRESSES! Send for your | NUM... enon eeecneeeseeeeecneeceeeeeenneennnee “ ve 
ninum copy NOW-—vwrite on your letterhead. See how NG a oe Soe e al seitincctdanibniietucctenes $ | 
you can make many extra dollars on Special oe me eee eae ee onatneseriney hare sns 
Auto Parts! GOI nnn nee snnninencnsnssenecenonncneees Zone........State....... sesssarepeseeserceesse © 20% Deposit. Send C.O.D. 
|| | 
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WORLD'S FINEST 


DEEPGLOSS §$ 49” 


AUTO PAINTING 
We specialize in quality painting of 


CUSTOMS—SPORTS CARS 
CONVERTIBLES—ALL PASS. CARS 











Above is the only 100,000-watt Infra Red Oven west 
of Detroit, used exclusively by Infra Red Auto Bake 
Company 


Why pay $150 to have your car oainted when you can 
get the world’s finest deluxe, deep gloss paint job 
for $49.95. (No extras for sanding, masking, rust 
proofing, etc.) Your choice of 5,000 distinctive 
colors. One-day service. No money down 





Three-year written guarantee against peeling, 
wrinkling, and chalking. 





Drop in today at one of these two convenient loca- 
tions: 


INFRA RED AUTO BAKE (CO. 


6717 San Fernando Rd., Glendale 
CHapman 5-5708 Citrus 2-2131 
3412 West Pico, Los Angeles REpublic 4-4131 














ew garner KLEEN 


The World's finest cleaner 
and preservative for plastic 
and leather. ONE OPERA- 
TION cleans, softens and 
protects. The carnauba wax 


resists dirt and is shock- 


proof. 
98c per can 


SEALIT 


The world’s finest Conver- 
tible Top Dressing, water- 
proofs, protects and colers 
in one operation. Applied 
by brush or spray, one 
guart will treat most tops. 


ee 


FABRIC 
KLEEN 


A soivent-soap emulsion that 
removes both water and oily 


stains. Leaves upholstery 
clean and fresh smelling. 
98c per can 





leaves a new-like sheen that | 








“General Motors came close to ordering 
1959 tooling for the 58 line of Buick 
and Oldsmobile in order to recoup °57 
losses.” 

FALSE—Pure scuttlebutt of the most fan- 
ciful sort. Fact is that the "57 dies have 
been so successfully reworked for "58 that 
such a drastic move would have been com- 
pletely unnecessary, as well as uneconomic. 


“Ford International will import the Ger- 
man-built Taunus cars to offset GM’s 
importation of the Opel.” 

QUITE LIKELY—Since it would give 
FoMoCo’s four-divisional dealers another 
complete line of small cars in addition to 
the British-built lines. 


“GM _ will import their Australian-built 
Holden.” 

FALSE—The distances involved and the 
model confusion at the dealer level, to 
say nothing of the customers’ viewpoints, 
make this an unrealistic prospect. Further- 
more, GM Holden, Ltd. has not yet been 
able to produce the Australian car in 
sufficient quantity to meet the home de- 
mand. Australian economics do not greatly 
depend on the export of mechanical items. 


“Success of British-built Fords on the 
European mainland has been such that 
the Cologne outfit is preparing a more 
snappy performing model.” 

TRUE—A new Taunus to be unveiled 
soon will have a 1.7-liter engine, enough 
larger than the current 1.5-liter plant to 
provide considerably better performance 
at no sacrifice in economy. 


“Chrysler Corporation’s 1958 cars in all 
five lines will feature Chrysler-built ig- 
nition system components.” 
FALSE—Although this would be a switch 
from the Auto-Lite systems in use for 
many years and would add considerably to 
the corporation’s engineering prestige, 
this will not materialize in 1958. Auto- 
Lite is still the ignition source for Chrys- 
ler’s 1958 cars. 


“Oldsmobile is going all out in ’58 to 














recapture their lost performance crown 
and will rely on fuel injection, across 
the board, to do the trick.” 

FALSE—AIl manufacturers will at least 
start the model year with other selling 
points besides performance. Secondly, 
Oldsmobile is not yet convinced that fuel 
injection is either the answer or is needed 
to convince the performance-minded that 
Olds is back in the old groove. But—Olds- 
mobile will have some equally interesting 
improvements. 













“American Motors will offer disc brakes, 
as an option, on one of their 58 lines.” - = — 
FALSE—This line of thought developed 
recently upon the heels of the talk that 
AMC’s 58’s would be “crowd stoppers.” 
Already one of this country’s foremost ex- 
ponents of finned brake drums, AMC will 
feature improved brakes—but will not 
go for disc or spot brakes. 
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or ee 

“ ee P P a 
A new ignition development will vir- gi 
tually eliminate underhood fires as far Resor, 
. *,* . whch mixe 

as the ignition system is concerned. A 
powerful 


i 


TRUE—Burt this new item will not be 
ready for at least another year. Its source, 
when unveiled, will be as interesting as 
the item is remarkable. 


“Chrysler will feature desmodromic 
valves in one of its five makes as an 
option.” 

VERY UNLIKELY—tThis rumor looked 
good until the recent industry-wide ban on 
factory participation in racing. Now there 
seems to be little need of the extra en- 
gineering and production costs this would 
involve since every current make is ad- 
mittedly more than fast enough for Mr. 
Average Driver. 


“Chevrolet will offer, optionally at 
extra cost, a four-speed synchromesh 
gearbox in ’58 for all their cars—not just 
Corvette.” 

VERY LIKELY—This should put the fun 
back into driving for performance enthusi- 
asts who like to shift gears. From all 
present indications, there seems to be a 
healthy number of gear shifters still buy- 
ing new Cars. 
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mufflers 





Ne. 266; 
Wo, 265) wits mt, 
1 
Sticke” tin. | Tate | 
53-56 $17.93) $31.75 [532.50 
25 1.45 
we Powder Bive | 50-51. exe_conv 20.50 
write oe 1.49) sn 
bs t Soe ‘ 73 
Boe is 1957 exc. SW 33:38 
BESTS ‘ 
» 339 
MELLOW TONE Bree oe conv 29:50 
* Fiber Glass $5.56 exc. conv 20.75 
~y, Packed a> Z — 
| WAUPFLERS | 35-33 2%. conv 23.75 
“56 27.50 











This Electr 
R K 
the Cust 


ctric TRUNK KIT 


ie Trunk 


om Cor 
open his 








DeLuxe 
Dual Exhaust Systems 
"é: s— oa 


Our best quality, hy ye Duet ony, oe Sys- 
designed 


Guor 


S7 88 only 
ONTIAC ve 
-$6 
'S7 
YMOUTH VE 
-S6 33.95 
7 32.73 
TUDESAKER V8 
-$2 33.9. 
-S4 34.23 
SS ay 9 30. 
sure to stote yeor, maki 1, body style 
of your Also state @ power 
steer: jomatic transmission 


Fy not to bl 








Engineered 


specific cor. 
permits 


“ne more i 
double the ne flow of exhaust gosses, eliminating 

















ELECTRIC PUSH 


BUTTON DOOR KIT 














Spec 
Low Priced DUAL SETS 


With Mellewtone Fibre Glass 
These Quolity Qual Sets are furnished 


essary ports 
fens 
Ordering 
Instructions 
seme 
FoR 
ALL 
CARS 
6 And 
12 Vow 
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+ An Amezing New Do-It-Yourself srrocens 


or Rubber ond plastic items < 

finished since Dupli Chrome is flexible and 

will pond wii natonds extreme heat or col 
f y 


a on oF 
os herdwere, plum 
Me. 164— —Kir 


na 


$4.95 





Styled te Continue the 
Flowing Lines of Lete 
Cars. Chrome Seed Trim Adds Distinction. 
61° Long — 14” High 
Designed to cover the flare ond beading of the 
Yonder. Blends the 
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Gives TWICE Full Rear Vien then 
A lorae 3x11 
shield moulding 
ond repl 
bracket—no drilling—no t 


driver 
joined with the dash mirror 
Me. 188—foch 









SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED 
OR MONEY BACK 















mirror with @ eoncialy Ge de- 
the top wind- 






ng screw 


Gives reor vision thot 







FOR All CARS INCLUDING 1957 
Factory Duplicate — Custo 
FENDER WLI WELL LenoeR sxints 























Pontioc—2 Dr. 
veer end meke when ordering. 
$28.95 
Some As Above Except in 


Glowing Gold Lecquer Finish Reedy To instoll. 
ordering. 





Svecity 
Ne. 174— 
Por 


Specity yeer, meke ond model when 
Ne 





WIDE TAILPIPE kits 





Timing & Octane Selector 


WITH SPARK INDICATOR LIGHT 


ie Put Te Work. 


With this dash mounted selector you o 








ics $4.95 


Adeptobie te all ether cors with 2° Teillpipe 





fiers no ———— no speciol tools L. 
Fibergicss f, waterproof, and 
Wit no eroroot. Wit et rust, rot, or deteriorate. 
i dent. Easily repoired if 
perfect with metal os it e dosnt ween, 
xT or =— a 3 Squore Feet. For cor 
repor, . tso H 
, sl 5 in home fi r venom gutters, water tanks, etc 
Sasa. Itazget the car Sovwe tet | cams 3 Sa Ft: oom, = 
steel. Easy to install. Kit conteins 2 tips end § | 92. Hor . $3. 
necessary br rchets Me. 19—-POSTPAID, Each le 
Ne. 223-— Ford 
Mercury 49. 56 « $4. 95 PATCH KIT — ee 10 Squere pt on 
lable te oi cors with 134” Tollpipe. to make oi Wwenches 
Me. 224— Ford 54-57 other custom 


“Gesiars 
2 bE, Fr. a 

2 bogs o' 
Ne. “439—toch 





PAIR and RESTYLE 
with FIBERGLASS 
, CUSTOMIZING | KITS 
& holes Codillec Fins 


Full ieee 
included with each kit. No 





























ger consists of 
“plower & atic oir 
stich mixes ‘on ine 















revolving ie. 


the fusl charge with wring force. 


improved mixture enters 


the 
powerful tughly explosive “tote 
over- fuel 


model of 
ise th 
12—Doubie throat Carb 
313—Four throat Corb 





crecks, 





A cow 


PLAS EEL 
80% STEEL—20% PLASTIC 
APPLIES LIKE PUTT: — HARDENS 
LIKE STEEL 
QDUSRES TO ALL METALS AND 
GLass. be worked like steel— 
sew, grind, drill, etc. Repeirs breeks 
holes, ete. 


TIC 


—"- with unlimited 


pairing, remodels 

Apply “ine putty with any flot ‘tem a 

to hor be worked lhe steel ona 

cut, drill, tap, etc. Can also be used os @ 

bonding t between two metols 

Fach kit, con material tor mony 
ses—tull instructions inchided $2 25 
Ne 910 —Per Kit, POSTPAID oT 


ST 


AH-000-GAH Chromed HORN 
Here it is for the 


or other substitute 
but © genuine mo- 
tor driven horn 


$12.60 


Ne. 60—POSTPAID. 
State 6 or 12 VOLT 












Some os origine! equipment * Perfect fit 
Prime firush. * Heavy Gauge steel 
* Locking lever handies 
SPECIFY YEAR, MAKE & > 
Bottom Peir 
wicks 50-53 Al Phare Sites 
es— Buren 54 & 55, 2 Door 
Raomster Plein 14.95 
$86—BUICK 54-55, 4 Door 
Super & Rdmster 
Exe. Hardtop Plain 13.95 
832—BUICK 54-56 Special 
and Century Flered +. 50 
687—Chevrolet 49-54 Plein a 
688—Chevroiet 1955-57 Flared 33 
91—Dodge 1956 Plain % 
833—Dodge 1957 Flared 9S 
$34—Dedge 1957 All Plain LoS 
92—Ford 49-51 tain 40 
693—Ford 52- Fered .9F 
835—Ford 1957 Flered * 
836—Ford 1957 All Plame 9S 
694—Mercury 52- Flared 99 
840—Mercury 55-56 Al! Flered 95 
O64 195) Flered 9S 
S95 —8t88 SS veses7 “Flared eH 
88. 
97. 53. Flered Bid 
Flered 4 
837—Piymouth 1957 All. . Flared . 
638—Piymouth 1957 All Pisin 95 
99—Pontiac 49-52 Plain a7 
865 —Pontiac 1957 Flared 1275 

















Dual Rear Seat Speaker 
Kit for Convertibles 


and 
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Oil Drain Reactor Plug 












Convert Any Black Tire to Rubber 


WHITE SIDEWALLS 


® 


Fits All Tires 
on All Cors. 






t pointed on, not cemented on, but o Per 





id in sets of 
POSTPAID 
\ Per Set 


Sol 
Me. 782—For 1S" | 


“$5. 95 


Ne. 783—For 16 
Ne. 176—For 14 





Easily Imstetied on oll cors 
without speci 





Ne. at Sea Eoch $6.95 





ug. Magnet 
au metallic abrasives 
rom engine 
suring ‘onger 
life er eu pre-r 
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Mos rugged construction for durebil- 
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Tie Tire Ring 
Sth. Me. Sth. Me. Price 
Super, Rémetr. 642 see SS * ae 
See i Be 
& Se i Be 
ae 
Sos 8 


* IT’S NEW 

* IT’S BETTER . 

* IT’S TERRIFIC 

> IT’S REALLY PRICED 


Choice of Prime Tire Ring or 
Stainless Steel Tire Ring 


jee eperation and lasting quality Has 
wot eduotng toe-touch locking device, locks 


cor. 
custom for each 

100% rattle proof 
instructions 


KITS SUPPLIED WITH 


‘> FACE 


Stop BURNING OIL! 





Do-it-yourself in 10 minutes! Seve on repeirs 
Simply drop Pollen inte plug openings, pour 
Liquid Plate im oi This potent combination 
rebvilds your motor while you drive. Good 


for 10,000 miles $4.95 


Ne. 125—POSTPAID 
















NEW for 1957 FORD! 

Chrome Visored Headlamp Rim 

FOR 1957 FoRD— 
ALL MODELS 





Bolonced wheels heip prevent front end weo 
ond 
wheels ore 
nde. T 





jel ts rolet & ae Py “oo 

Electronic conversion mokes your 33 
stock horns yodel Nike an jtalion Bus. Splits a 1 5 
stock horn sound into two notes—one os 
— low—obout "10, tunes o pr 

hit your Completely automatic. Just “Hollywood” WOLF WHISTL 
simple wwe connections Con be changed ” wee £ 
from ci to 








ep on 
hugnty colrshed 
Stock 


Balancer 


For all casocnase 
Stet 


non 
ons & Light Trucks. 


damage — reduce 
sofer ond 
boloncer 








ver Only 

Now! Possengers in rear seat con really enjoy 
rodio programs os well os wn front 
sm. Enables you to heer radio 

ertible t or with windows open. 
way switch gives driver complete ge A of 
oil Con use front —., 
speak: both. Small compact soeckers— 
easy fo instali—con be instotied in Cemvertible 
Top Wells, side ot treat 
ttom of rear seat—arm rests, back of 


mounting and complete 
—Kit $11.95 
. CRUISING 
~ THROTTLE 
Adjusts To 
Any Speed 
Awrometicelty 
J Ry fatique 


¢ of speed with 
coasereter tor ioe 





throttle contro! thot 
















$4.95 


Each 








plunger 
Fits anv car 
Me. 49 POSTPAID 


$4.75 





with painted 
ims, these rims 
give @ custom chrome fin: 


sh to the front of the cor 


$6.98 


46 
“s 32 Kactraz ond 
9-51 Mercury 
49-54 e 3 50 Olds These copper gaskets ore only 020° thick. 
it_is the some os milling heads. 040° to 
For above cars. Pair 050", and motor to give 
Ne Chev. 53-54 Ne. 659. omazing eteeten ond mil 
Cad 49-5. Me. 66) Stote exect we hes ond model whtn 
Pont. 49-52 Me. 661— order (wt Pm is v8 
For the above furnished at no extra p.¥, 4 95 
Per Pair Joy a ae ° 
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HIGH COMPRESSION HEAD GASKETS 
Se 


NEW EXHAUST CUT-OUT 



















wed 2 

operate two 

ent toned mutters Weil = of = 
Strengthens the 


picte stee! 
$2. 89 








UNIVERSAL—Fits All Cars. 
Me, 66—POSTPAID. Each 
HI-SPEED ELECTRIC SIREN 


Developed ally 
the U. S. Rewy 4 
oost Guard. Now used 
hundreds of Fire 
departments, 







Somplete with 
y 4k 
“Epa 














MAIL TODAY! 








ITNEYtCO 


1917 (029) Archer Ave., Chicago 16, Ui 


| Enclose 
if CoD) 


to 


(NOTE: WE PAY POSTAGE on items morked POSTPAID when poy- 
der You 
if C.0.0. 

sipping chorges upon delrvery 


marked POSTPAID 
pay bolance plus 






cover poyment in full (or 25% deposit 


ipping charges on items not 
order, enclose ot least 25% deposit 





Yeor, 



























rover $1326 
“roman $16.49 













228-page CATALOG— with 16 
pages of last minute NEW items! 




























































THROUGH THE 


ATOMIC EYE OF 
AccuRay’* 








Dunlop now br ngs 


you SAFER Tires 


YOU'RE SAFER than ever ona 
matched set of Dunlops...because 
Dunlop now uses the latest advances 
in atomic control to bring you even 
stronger, cooler-running, better-bal- 
peer ol with extra mileage built-in. 




















The remarkably precise nucleonic 
action of AccuRay assures uniform 
application of an exact amount of pro- 
tective rubber to every cord ply. 
There’s no danger of premature failure 
due to uneven, excessive or inadequate 
ply coating. 

You owe yourself and family the extra 
safety and comfort of Dunlop Accu- 













Rated tires. Your Dunlop dealer will 
give you the “inside story” that makes 
Dunlop your best tire value today. 
He has a complete selection in 
Nylon or Super Hi-Test Rayon. 














Dunlop's AccuRay Process — Electrons, emitted 
from an Atomic Isotope, scan sheets of coated tire 
cord, controlling uniform application of select insu- 
lating rubber within precise tolerances of +.001 inch. 


You'll go farther, SAFER...on tires by 


DUNLOP 


They’re AccuRated 
DUNLOP TIRE AND RUBBER CORPORATION, BUFFALO 5, N.Y. 


P.$. Go/fers— you'/! never know how good you are until you play a Dunlop ball. 
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car owner’s 





LIBRARY 


(In addition to reviewing the latest books on 
automotive subjects, this column will also 
present announcements of special catalogs, 
directories, pamphlets, records, etc. that are 


of interest to car owners.) 


A REAL MUST for any sports car or auto 
fan are three Riverside long-playing 12-inch 
records produced and edited by Bill Grauer 
and Barrett Clark. The first is RLP 5003— 
Pit Stop—Behind the Scenes at a Sports Car 
Race. It really takes you behind the scenes, 
to the technical inspection, the drivers’ meet- 
ing, the practice race, to the starting line, the 
start, and through a series of pit stops. One 
of the high points is Phil Hill’s Ferrari 3.5 
warming up. On it also are interviews with 
the late Marquis de Portago, Phil Hill, Stir- 
ling Moss, Carroll Shelby and Masten Greg- 
ory. With a hi-fi set and this record you're in 
for many minutes of enjoyment that'll length- 
en into hours; you'll play and replay it. 

The next two are portraits: one, RLP 5004, 
Stirling Moss—A Portrait of Britain’s Great- 
est Racing Driver, and RLP 5007, A Me- 
morial Tribute—The Marquis de Portago. 
The Moss record is told in the No. 2 driver's 
own words. He expresses his strong opinions 
about the sport of motor racing, his respect 
for the genius of Nebauer, the ability of Fan- 
gio, his favorite courses, and the qualities that 
go to make you a race driver. 

On the Portago record are conversations 
with Luigi Chinetti, Juan Fangio, Peter Col- 
lins and Count von Trips. Most of the record 
is in “Fon’s” own voice, in which he traces 
his start only three years before his death 
at the Mille Miglia in May. A surprising fact 
is that to him, “Cars are not the interesting 
part of automobile racing, but rather the 
ability to go from Point A to Point B faster 
than anyone else.” 

If you can’t find these three records (and 
look you should!) in your favorite record 
shop, at $5.95 each, write to Riverside Rec- 
ords, 553 W. 51st St., New York 19. 

* * 4 

J. C. Whitney & Co. has published a new 
catalog of their complete line of automotive 
accessories and parts. It’s available for 50¢ at 
1917-19 Archer Ave., Chicago 16, III. 


The Imported Car Service, Box 3310, Rin- 
con Annex, San Francisco, Calif., is schedul- 
ing printing of a Foreign Auto Service 
Directory for the MG (TC, TD, TF, 1500). 
It will describe each of the cars in complete 
detail, will have lube charts, interchangeable 
parts lists, and a plastic cover. Single copies 
will sell for $1 plus postage, or 50¢ in lots 
over 20. Similar books (14 in all) are 
planned; they will cover 90 per cent of cars 
in use today. 
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Sports car performance- 
pleasure car styling! 


RW 3-6 


Das Kleine Wunder (the little marvel) DKW has only seven moving parts in the engine. The 3-cylinder, 2- 
stroke engine obtains greater power, and up to 35 miles per gallon. 
DKW’s front-wheel drive means greater safety and dependable road- 
holding ability. Stop in at your DKW dealer and test drive the new 
DKW... experience the sports car performance . . . and see the 
family car styling. 





importers and distributors 


PETER SATORI CO., LTD. 
325 W. Colorado St., Pasadena, California 


GERMANIC AUTO DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 
566 Whalley Ave., New Haven, Connecticut 


Quality built by Auto Union CSS 
of West Germany 
From ©9995 pont of entry 

NY 
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Onwaro TOWARD the inevitable clash of ideas and sales 
features marches Detroit. Within a few weeks after the reader 
sees these predictions, the conflict will have opened for better 
or for worse. Best idea of how sales will go in 1958 is now 
fairly clear: the industry, after two unflush years with sales 
not quite approaching anticipations, is inclined to look upon 
58 as a six-million car year. While Ford and Chrysler have 
increased their market penetration, American Motors has held 
just about even with the gigantic General Motors Corporation 
and the smaller Studebaker-Packard Corporation slipping about 
six and one per cent respectively. 

How then, with the public evidently being fairly well re- 
equipped with comparatively late models, 
will the industry lure potential buyers into 
salesrooms where radically new cars do not 


The industry, collectively, has made the 
taking of the public pulse a science scarcely 
approached by even the most astute poll- 
sters, and, therefore, will offer 20 makes 
of cars—well under half of them all-new—that represent 
refinements and advancements based upon established principles 
to a greater extent than in any previous year. 

Here, make-by-make, is the way 1958 shapes up. Taking 
each manufacturer in alphabetical order, with each make in 
order of rank, this is how MT’s crystal ball sees the picture: 


AMERICAN MOTORS 


THE RAMBLER, which has been making some quite remarkable 
sales increases, is slated to be nearly all-new. Expect to see the 
new 14-inch wheels appear for the first time; this will account 
for some decrease in overall height, but reworked body dies, 
possibly new ones, will bring a very modern appearance. The 
grille is due for redesign, too, and dual headlights will prob- 
ably be an extra cost option. Some of the present boxy lines 
will be dispensed with, especially in the station wagons, and 
the bulge at the rear of the roofline will be eliminated. 


by Joe H. Wherry 


exist? Detroit Editor 


ILLUSTRATIONS BY 
RON SIMMONS 


Air suspension will be available, in a limited number of the 
new Ramblers. The torque tube driveline will be retained, 
and there will be some needed improvements in the auto- 
matic transmission to accomplish smoother operation and shift- 
ing and a more precise positioning of the column-mounted 
shift lever. The dashboard will be new and, if our ball is clear, 
the instruments will feature increased readability. 

Horsepower of the Rambler V8 will be increased. Top out- 
put, with extra carburetion, will come close to 275 without 
fuel injection, which AMC recently disclosed has gone out 
the window in current planning. Rambler will still offer the 
remarkably economical six-cylinder ohv engine, but it too will 
have increased compression and power. 

In overall size, Rambler will keep its 
present dimensions with a 108-inch wheel 
base, although a new 100-inch job will be 
introduced around the end of November. 
The large Hudson and Nash, however, will 
make use of the basic Rambler body with 

lengthened front and rear sections and quar- 
ter panels. The Rambler will be without fins, but the senior 
cars will have them. One will likely feature fins flared outward 
in dramatic manner but without radicalism. The other’s fins will 
be more vertical in concept, will be distinctive. 


THE SENIOR CARS will continue to use the durable AMC 
V8 engine but with displacement increased over the current 
325 cubic inches. Rated power will comfortably exceed 300 
and the torque curve will be improved by more efficient mani- 
folding and carburetion. 

The overall length of both the new cars will be little 
changed but the wheelbase will be two or three inches shorter 
than it is now. Air suspension will be an important option, 
and air conditioning will be a strong selling point. The two 
big AME cars will be very sleek, possibly offer even greater 
interior space than at present, and will be among the lowest 
priced medium sized cars in the industry. Dual headlights will 

continued on next page 
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New car dealers, according to an Automotive 
survey, have asked the factory to correct “high prices, 
sloppy construction, design, and gasoline thirst.” Here, 


in word and picture 


ae ? > 


be standard, the grille and rear deck of each will be very 
distinctive, and they will offer a new station wagon. Four doors 
will predominate as will pillarless hardtop styling. 

At this writing, it appears doubtful whether AMC will offer 
other than four doors in all wagons and the Rambler line: 
Hudson and Nash are each expected to introduce two-door 
sedans, however. Expect to see even greater use of color ano- 
dized aluminum across AMC's board 








CHRYSLER CORP. 


The new popularity of this firm’s five makes has convinced 
both Styling and Engineering departments that they are on 
the right track. This factor, plus the all-new body and under- 
sides for ‘57, presages little more than facelifting for the big 
‘58 battle. From Plymouth on the low-priced end to the 
Imperial on the gilt-edged topside, there were, and still will 
be, more basic engineering and styling similarity than in the 
comparable lineup of any other manufacturer. 


PLYMOUTH will continue to emphasize fins and high style 
along with overall length as top selling points. Starting with 
the front, though, there will be some minor sheet metal modifi- 
cations. These subtle changes will not obsolete the °57 cars 
but they will set those of '58 definitely apart on close scrutiny. 
You may expect to see further emphasis on horizontal lines, 
when viewing the front end, to increase the illusion of width, 
and some corresponding changes, though slight, across the rear 
deck and rear bumper area. 
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Inside, the Plymouth will have the appearance of luxury, 
especially in the Belvedere and Fury models. The latter may 
be downright futuristic as regards passenger accommodations. 
Rumor has it that the front seats may be separate and capable 
of swinging to assist rear seat access. 


DODGE grilles will be modified, and we expect this to imply 
slightly less accent on heavy chrome. The hood, too, could be 


somewhat lower: 

The engines in the new Dodge will have increased displace- 
ment, more compression, some new carburetors for greater 
efficiency, and will develop from 10 to 30 per cent more rated 
power than in ‘57. 

From Plymouth to the Dodge will be only a slight jump. 
Station wagons from Dodge may go for even greater lengths 
but they'll still share their chassis with the Plymouth wagons. 
Tail fins on the new Dodge will get the major portion of 
styling change, those of 57 having had just a bit too much the 
appearance of an afterthought. 


DESOTO hit a new high in popularity and these cars will, 
even more than now, seek to cover the medium-priced range, 
bite into the lower regions, and seek a slice of the sales pie in 
the edge of the prestige bracket as well 

DeSoto styling will probably change even less than will 
that of its two smaller relatives. The tail fins will change little 
in form or size, but the rear deck could become slightly rounded. 
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CHRYSLER cars will grow a bit in length to keep up with the 
competition and there will be less accent on power increases 
in the Windsor and Saratoga. The New Yorker, though, may 
show up with a new engine with displacement pwards of 420 
cubic inches. Electronic fuel injection will likely be an option, 
though probably some time after introduction. Stylewise the 
Chryslers will most likely have new grilles. There is a strong 
possibility there may be a station wagon in the 300 series. 


THE IMPERIAL will be facelifted to a minor extent; this prestige 
car will embark upon a little-annual-change philosophy to give 
it a more favorable investment outlook via lower depreciation. 
Inside changes in the Imperial will consist, mainly, in detail 
changes. One item we hope will be changed is the turn signal 
switch. Some new dashboard gadgetry is to be expected, and 
rear seat passengers will, if what we hear is true, have more 
legroom. 

Imperial’s fins will stay where they are and the rear deck 
will change none. The hoods over the headlights will get a 
new look and one model, at least, may get a new windshield 
with greater curve-over at the top. 

All five Chrysler makes will feature dual headlights; at least 
one series in the Plymouth and Dodge will have the duals ( re?! 
ones) as standard equipment. All five will also retain their 
present transmission options but one will possibly show up with 
the buttons on the steering wheel. The Fury, Dodge D-500, and 
the Chrysler 300 (D) might feature aluminum wheels with 


the brake drums integral for better cooling, but don’t gamble 
on this. Of course they'll all retain the torsional front suspension 
—but, in the works there is a reported adaption of the new 
air springs to the rear suspension. Chrysler will almost certainly 
make the 20 per cent of the market target early in the 58 model 
year. We predict they'll retain it and possibly gain a bit more 
ground. 


FORD MOTOR COMPANY 


FORD, being encouraged by increased sales in '57 for the bread- 
and-butter line, will again offer two chassis. The two wheel- 
bases will remain the same. The new and successful “57 body 
design will be altered only in detail but so extensive are these 
changes that Ford, from some angles at least, will look quite 
new. 

The Ford grille will be deeper, remain wide and wrapped 
around, but will feature a mesh design rather than a heavy 
chrome bar styling. The grille outline will be more pronounced. 
Dual headlights will be optional on the Fairlane series and 




























rear-end lighting will be brighter with two lights at the fin tips 
at least a possibility. 

Power will be increased beneath the hood by means of dis- 
placement increases and improved carburetion. Fuel injection is 
unlikely, even as an option. Air suspension, though, will be 
an extra cost option. The “Six” will still be available. 

Overall size of the Customline and Fairlane series will be 
















little changed, if any. Inside there will be increased attention 
to the not-too-comfortable middle part of the rear seat, and 
the ride will be improved by better springing on the conven- 
tionally suspended models. 

















THUNDERBIRD will blossom forth with a four-seater version, 
will be a very hot performer, and will have considerably altered, 
though not radical, styling. 


MERCURY for °58 will move upward by introducing a new 
model slated to invade the market occupied by the Buick Super 
and Roadmaster, and the big DeSoto models. This new Mercury 
will be styled like the Monterey and Montclair series but will 
be larger overall, will have a wheelbase of at least 124 
inches, and will be called the Parklane. The other Mercury 
models, including the Turnpike Cruiser, will feature the cur- 

rent chassis but with noteworthy improvements. 
Air suspension will be an option on most Mercury models, 
while the standard metal spring suspension system will have 
continued on next page 
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some developments that are rumored to make it ride as good 
as the best. 

Only the Turnpike Cruiser, which will probably remain a 
separate entity, will have a curve at the top windshield but 
we will be surprised if its roof-top fresh air intake is not 
duplicated in some of the other models. 

Styling of the 58 Mercury now seems to be little changed 
from the current line but some cleaning up has been done on 
the grille and rear bumper design. 

Power increases are likely to put the Mercury in the 
vicinity of 350 rated horses and some transmission improve- 
ments are rumored to be quite striking. We expect to see 
Mercury keep the pushbuttons on the left side of the 
dash panel; also to be expected is an almost total lack of 
synchromesh and overdrive gearboxes. 


EDSEL, an all-new Ford product, is accounting for a major 
portion of the $350-400 millions that is being invested by the 


Ford Motor Company in its '58 line. 

What can we say about the Edsel that has not been hashed 
over countless times throughout the automotive and general 
press to date? Very little more, although it’s now fairly clear 
that the Edsel will probably be in competition with the Pontiac, 
Oldsmobile, Plymouth Belvedere, the Dodge, and the DeSoto 
Firesweep. It will also, unless we miss our guess, turn out 
to be something of a “conquest” car in its own backyard— it 
will offer some sales competition to the entire Ford and Mercury 
lines as well 

Four series of Edsels on two distinct chassis will place it, size- 
wise, close to the larger Fords, on the bottom end, and in 
close proximity to the Mercury Montclair and Monterey series 
on the top end. Extensive use of metal sculpturing will show 
up on the Edsel to make it completely distinctive without 
the necessity of employing chrome to gild the lily. The vertical 
grille will be refreshingly different as will rear end styling. 
Simplicity and the utmost in good taste will distinguish this 
new car. Even the headlights, duals of course, will cater to 
the likes of those who have been thinking that things were 
getting out of hand—in other words they will not be obtrusive. 

The interiors of the Edsel will be among the industry’s most 
comfortable and tastefully furnished, and the instrumentation 
is rumored to delight the heart of the automotive enthusiast. 
The transmissions available will cover the latest in pushbutton 
operated automatics, lever operated synchromesh, and overdrive. 
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Underneath will be found a fairly conventional chassis to 
which special attention has been directed to assure a model run 
of at least a couple of years with satisfactory lowness in overall 
height. The roof line will be distinctive, window area unusually 
generous, and hardtop styling will predominate. Unfortunately 
for growing families, the two-door station wagons are said 
to constitute a very small portion of scheduled Edsel production, 
with greatest attention being directed to four-door wagons in 
several series. As for the wagons, we expect that they may be 
a bit more compact than the Edsel sedans and convertibles as 
to overall length. Two-door models, however, will be numerous 
in the sedan lines. 

Edsel will forego fins—they will be non-existent—of this 
we are certain. Chief styling effort has been made to give the 
car a very distinctive look without ostentation. 

Edsel engines will, of course, be all-new, will be in two 
displacement sizes with the larger being close to 400 cubic 
inches. Rated power will be over 330 and possibly very close to 
the highest ones in the lower-medium priced field. 

Frankly we predict the Edsel will make a good account, 
give real value. 


LINCOLN will be the second of Ford Motor Company's all-new 
cars. For 58, prestige car buyers will find a longer, lower, sleeker 


and vastly more powerful Lincoln in showrooms. 

The first Big Three car to embrace unitized or integral 
construction, the Lincoln will probably have a step-down in- 
terior, along with more seating space and legroom than ever 
before. It undoubtedly will take second place in comfort to 
nothing on the road. 

The underside will, as in all integrally-built, chassis-less 
cars, have fewer protrusions. Ground clearance will be little 
affected; the driveshaft tunnel may cause a little foot obstruc- 
tion to the middle passenger in the rear—but by this time 
Americans should have become accustomed to this by-product 
of lowness. 

In size the new Lincoln will have a wheelbase several inches 
longer than its current 126 inches. It will be at least eight- 
inches longer overall, and maybe an inch or two wider. Height 
will decrease without sacrifice to headroom, thanks to the 
unit body construction. 

Under the Lincoln hood will be an engine that, while 
not completely new, is rumored to be nearly so. Power will 
almost certainly top 400 by the rating methods now employed. 
An improved automatic transmission is said to offer less 
slipping and no less fuel economy, despite increased car weight 
and engine size. Fuel injection could show up later in the '58 
model year. 

Air suspension will be high on Lincoln’s new features and 
will, unless we are completely wrong, be standard equipment 
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on the Capri series. Handling qualities, with improvements 
in front end geometry and in the power steering, should be 
enhanced and put Lincoln’s roadability back where it was in 
the ‘52-55 period. 


CONTINENTAL, the top car in Ford's stable, will also be all-new. 
However, the new Mark III will not be considered a make in 
its own right any longer, but rather will occupy a position 
relative to the Lincoln as does the Eldorado Brougham to 
the regular Cadillac line. It will be longer than the Continental 
Mark II, and will be available in more than one body design. 
We expect to see a four-door hardtop with increased rear 
seating space, especially legroom. 

Taken together, the new Lincoln and Continental Mark III 
will share many styling features. Fins of altogether different 
design from those on the '57 Lincoln will be present. They 
will most likely be used to increase the car’s length but will 
not be overly high; they may or may not be canted outward. 
The passenger greenhouse will feature greater window area 
and will be considerably longer than on any current Lincoln 
models. The hood will be long, wide, and fairly flat, and 
although these will be very large cars, they will display a lean 
and eager look with a minimum of chrome. They could turn 
out to be the surprise prestige cars of the year! 


GENERAL MOTORS 


CHEVROLET. Moving heaven and earth to get Chevrolet back on 
the pedestal of sales supremacy, GMC is reportedly spending 
close to a quarter million to accomplish this aim. By all accounts, 
and because GMC has a subtle way of pulling surprises out 
of the corporate hat, the "58 Chevy should be a knockout. 

Hot after Ford, Chevrolet will likely bring out a larger- 
than-standard series with a chassis featuring a longer wheel- 
base. If we were to guess the dimension of the new chassis, 
we'd say that Chevy will mount a low-medium priced job 
with a new series name on a 119-inch wheelbase chassis. 

Most likely is that Chevrolet will embrace the gently rounded 
and very practical lines of the “Impala” dream car of a couple 
seasons back. The Chevy will have fins, but they are not likely 
to be radically tall nor long. Body metal sculptured lines will 
probably separate the fins from the established line of the rear 
fender to a degree and a concave side motif, markedly similar 
to that used on the current Corvette, is a good bet. 

The windshield of the new Chevrolet at least in one series, 
may wrap over slightly at the top. The rear window, of 
unusually large size, will follow roughly the same line. The 
roof will be quite thin and windshield pillars as well as door 
pillars (where they exist) will be exceedingly narrow. 

Chevrolet will have a new batch of engines ranging from 
the Six to big V8 plants with compression ratios of at least 














10.5 to 1. Fuel injection will probably continue to be an 
option, may even be easier to come by. Reliance though, will 
be placed on the dependability of carburetors. These will be 
used singly and possibly in multiples of three, with four and 
two barrels respectively. Horsepower, while no longer a big 
talking point under the recent AMA agreement, will be up 
considerably over present ratings, with 300 being a logical 
assumption on the top end. 

Air suspension is slated to be an option for Chevrolet in 58, 
but we are inclined to think this will be offered only on the 
bigger Chevrolet. Much attention is being given to the ride in 
conventionally sprung cars for ‘58. Chevy is no exception. 
The fact remains that a big package at a comparatively low 
price has worked magic elsewhere and Chevy will follow the 
trend. 

A new Corvette will bow in at about the same time as the 
Chevrolet passenger line. We surmise that this new stormer 
will materialize with many of the features of the recent Corvette 
dream car and the experimental SS competition job. So increased 
length due to greater grille emphasis, possibly airscoops to 
the rear brakes, and fins of some sort should give the Corvette 
an even racier look. 


PONTIAC, recipient of an important facelift only in '57, will be 





all-new for ‘58. Pontiac will share a new basic body shell with 
Chevrolet, as the practice has been for years, but the Chief's 
styling will be distinctive and very unique. The family strain 
will be evident and modern conservatism will prevail. 

The two size wheelbases will continue a Pontiac feature, but 
each may grow an inch or so. Low overall height may cause 
slightly less headroom inside, but a new chassis, probably 
featuring an “X” type frame, will enable the interior designers 
to enjoy the benefits of stepdown construction. 

Pontiac will also employ some body panel sculpturing to 
achieve individual styling, relegating chrome trim to an even 
more obscure position than in ‘57 when the traditional hood 
strips were purged. The rear window will wrap around to 
the front farther than currently. The windshield, on one 
higher priced series, may be wrapped over slightly at the top. 

The hood and rear deck could conceivably employ sculptured 
effects to distinguish the car further from its flat-hooded GMC 
relatives. Dual headlights will be employed and an entirely 
new grille is indicated. 

Power and performance, new for Pontiac in °57, 


will be 


increased still more. The engine, an improved version of the 
current very successful unit, will have the bore increased to 
a bit over four inches for a considerable jump in displacement. 
The compression ratio will probably go to 11 to. 1 and 
horsepower ratings will final out well over 300 bhp. Torque, 

continued on next page 
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for displacement offered, will be close to the industry's highest. 

A new suspension system will incorporate new front mem- 
bers and quite possibly ball joints, while new rear suspension 
will reduce rear-end sway and make Pontiac one of the year’s 
best handling cars. Air suspension will be optional across the 
board on all series as will a twin-traction non-slip rear axle. 
Higher rear axle ratios than formerly will help to keep fuel 
consumption from getting completely out of hand. Pontiac 
will probably be billed as one of the more economical medium- 
priced cars to operate. 

Pontiac's much rumored Aug. "57 MT) 
will probably pop around the first of the calendar year. Little 
is known for certain about this upper-priced bracket car's 
features, except that it will look like a Pontiac, go like blazes, 
and be offered in two distinct models: a two-seater and a four- 
seater with convertibles and hardtops in each series. When this 
car does appear, it could be one of the most talked-about cars 
existing. Unless something occurs to cloud the picture, it will 
give several well-known European types a whale of a go for the 
money. 


sports car (see 


OLDSMOBILE AND BUICK are both due for major off-year 
changes. While neither will be all new, neither will their new 
features constitute a facelift in the usual sense. Taking them 
both together, since their styling has not, in °57, been dis- 
tinguished by any great success, these two makes will share 
a basic body shell that will appear comparatively new due 
to somewhat drastic alterations of the dies. 

To begin with, the new Olds and Buick models, in all series, 
will retain the new chassis they each got for "57 but with 
important changes in each to accommodate air suspension. 
Buick will introduce a new brake, in all probability, that will 
feature aluminum alloy drums with cooling fins. 

Styling, as briefly mentioned previously, will feature thinner 
roof sections on each car, larger rear windows without the 
small rear pillars. According to several spokesmen, nearly as 
many favorable letters and comments were received on the '57 
rear window design as negative. Both cars will have dual lights 
and changed grilles. 

Oldsmobile’s distinctive and conservative approach to tail 
fins is expected to be retained while Buick will probably restyle 
their fins and employ new tail light shapes. Passenger green- 
houses will be longer in both Oldsmobile and Buick. One top 
series may feature a compound curved windshield, though which 
one this might be is not known without sufficient surety to 
make this an outright prediction. 

Buick will show power increases, a new Dynaflow said to be 
exceptionally smooth and free of slippage, a new heating system, 
and important improvements in air-conditioning. 

Oldsmobile is also said to have greatly improved perform- 
ance, a larger displacement engine, and to be retaining its 
triple two-barrel carburetor setup. Neither Buick nor Oldsmo- 
bile is likely to bring out a fuel injection option, at least not 
until later in the model year, if at all. 


CADILLAC, of all GMC cars, will show the least change. Air 
suspension, though, as introduced on the Eldorado Brougham, 
will be available on all Cadillac series. Likewise, dual head- 
lights will be standard and a slightly changed grille will give 
the frontal appearance a considerable change. The hoods of 
all series will be lower and flatter, much as that of the 
Brougham, and the rear decks of the 62 and 60-Special 
series will have a bit more dash somewhat akin to that of 
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...Our ’58 Preview. continued.... 


the recent convertible and hardtop Eldorados. 

Tail fins, something Cadillac started, were recently rumored 
to be on their way out. This, however, is untrue. The Cads 
for 58 will be little changed, the present effect having been 
judged as being both sufficient and distinctive without being 
overly pompous. 


STUDEBAKER-PACKARD CORP. 


This firm, fighting for its life in a seemingly endless swamp 
of big competitors, will seek still further to present the individ- 
ualistic buyer with a selection of different cars. The Scotsman, 
amazingly successful in that all zones sold their original quotas 
extremely quickly, will be continued with slight, though sig- 
nificant changes. 


CHAMPION will get new trim, a bit more power, retain the 
six cylinders, but have a plushier look both outside and in. 


THE COMMANDER V8 will get increased power, quite likely ar 
least one new body model, will have dual headlights as an 
option, and get hood and deck contour changes to make it look 
up-to-the-minute. 


PRESIDENT models will get a push by Studebaker with a 
considerable facelift. There should be as much change here for 
"58 as there was in the '56 line. In other words, the bodies will 
be same but front and rear quarter panels will be the result 
of widely altered dies. Fins will assume greater importance on 
Studebakers and the two wheelbases will be retained with 
accent on the 120.5-inch chassis which, if we’re not mistaken, 
might grow a bit. There may be a new hardtop sedan. All series 
will use 14-inch wheels. 


PACKARD for ‘58 will get greater attention, due to more 
styling and tooling time, than in 57. New hoods will bring back 
the traditional Packard look and the car will be larger, more 
luxurious, and considerably more powerful. The new coopera- 
tion with Daimler-Benz may result in a new fuel injection 
installation, and important suspension changes are in the works. 
Dual headlights will appear, and unless we’re completely wrong, 
58 will see some surprises from S-P engineering-wise too. 
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...and what our readers think 
the ’58 cars will look like. 





SPORTS CARS seem to have captured our readers’ fancy. 
Here is James A. Ferrara’s version of Packard Hawk. 
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IS THIS THE '58 CHEVY? Howard Itzkowitz combines ideas 
derived from ‘57 model, dream cars, artists’ drawings. 








CONTINENTAL COUPE DE VILLE is the conception of Fred B. 
Lewis, 18-year-old art student of Ellensboro, W. Va. 





A CAR OF THE NEAR FUTURE, envisioned by Thomas A. 
Murphy, is a combination of general Big Three styling. 





CHRYSLER'S ENTRY in the sports car field will be this pow- 
erful “Falcon,” predicts designer Howard Itzkowitz. 
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LeMunyon, Tasha Lama and T 


TasHa LAMA, the Living Buddha of 
Mongolia, munched on a dried fishhead, 
and the little American, sitting at the 
honored position to the right, couldn't 
mke up his mind which stank worse— 
the fishhead, or the human idol himself. 

It didn’t matter much to the American, 
E. C. LeMunyon, because he was eating 
lunch with the never-bathed lama as a 
matter of courtesy and diplomatic trust. 
The 2500 taels of silver now in LeMun- 
yon’s possession sort of immunized him 
against the vile odors which coiled in- 
visibly into his nostrils. 

LeMunyon knew that he had achieved 
what no other man in American auto- 
motive history had done. He had driven 
a Model T Ford across the Gobi Desert, 
delivering it to Tasha Lama in two weeks, 
and the lama had paid him off. 






‘The Tasha Lama will pay you 


2500 taels of silver if you 


deliver a Model T 


Inwardly it was a great reward for 
LeMunyon, a man among men, to pilot 
the car from Tientsin, China to Urga, 
Mongolia. But it was not accomplished 
without ordeals that made him wonder 
whether it was ever worth it. 

I never knew Tasha Lama, but I know 
LeMunyon, and value his opinions. The 
Tasha Lama was 40 years old when he 
heard about and hankered for one of the 
new-fangled American machines called 
the automobile. 

His desire was in practical reality an 
order. Being a holy man, Tasha Lama, the 
deity of all Mongolians, made a wish a 
command. He wished for the American 
car, and that was that. His Mongolian 
flock, inestimable millions, saw to it that 
he got one. 

LeMunyon, then in business in Tientsin, 
was the man they contacted. The deal was 
that if he would deliver the Model T to 
the lama, he would be paid 2500 taels of 
silver. In the liang of China, the Jatkwan 
tael was worth 72.4 cents. LeMunyon 
stood to show some profit, but the over- 
head, in the way of physical barriers, al- 
most forced him to abandon the project 
during the long, 700-mile run across the 
Gobi to the lama’s headquarters. 


MONGOLIAN BANDITS help LeMunyon pull the T through a muddy river bank. 


It was early in September, 1912, when 
the automobile, a standard four-cylinder 
vehicle with planetary type transmission 
and foot control, arrived at Tientsin from 
Detroit. Before he embarked with the 
precious car, LeMunyon, who had to be 
shrewd to deal with the Chinese, initiated 
a little investigation of his own. He came 
up with some startling information from 
which he conjectured that the lama’s wish 
for a car was prompted by two situations 
—impending blindness and his lanky 
Mongolian girlfriend, each inordinately 
persuading. 

LeMunyon sent 10 gallons of gasoline 
by camel caravan ahead to Pangkiang, a 
stopover and telegraph station deep in the 
Gobi Desert. Urga, forbidden to foreign 
travel, was LeMunyon’s destination. He 
had the lama’s permission to enter the 
city, second only to the forbidden city of 
Lhasa, Tibet, where the Dalai Lama lived. 

Two weeks after he shipped out the 
gasoline, LeMunyon hired enough coolies 
to lift the Model T, loaded with cans of 
extra gasoline and water, onto a flat car 
to haul it to the end of the Peking-Kalgan 
Railway, running from Tientsin to Kalgan, 
the nearest point to the Gobi Desert. The 
trip took three days. 
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by Dewey Linze 


To MO 


On the afternoon of September 22 the 
train chugged into Kalgan. The coolies 
at the station unloaded the car, and its 
presence in the town lured spectators like 
flies to a honey pot. LeMunyon, in self- 
defense, had to leave immediately. 

The first six miles put the Model T 
through a road test that proved the car 
was engineered for endurance. Although 
there was some mechanical moaning, the 
car was driven the entire distance in low 
gear. 

That night it began to rain, and in 
the distance, LeMunyon saw the winking 
lights of a Chinese inn, actually a stable 
with a leaking roof. Fearful of colliding 
with a boulder or dropping into a gulch 
in the blinding downpour, he parked the 
Model T and stayed at the inn all night. 

The next morning, in a survey of land 
ahead, he saw that he hadn’t misjudged 
the terrain. A gaping riverbed began 
where the trail he had taken ended. Even 
at the slow rate of speed he had been 
traveling, it would have been suicide to 
the car—and to himself—had he’ kept 
going. 

LeMunyon was wise in that the more 
he conserved the strength of the Model T 
the better the chance that he would de- 





liver it to the Tasha Lama. He hired 
coolies with five bullocks to draw the car 
miles up the riverbed in a shortcut to the 
flats of the Gobi. 

He soon saw that to reach the desert’s 
levels he had to do some climbing. The 
bullocks towed the car up to the Temple 
of the Horse near the top of the vast, 
arid plateau, and there the whole shebang 
stopped to rest. 

Now LeMunyon felt that he was getting 
somewhere. He could see the watchtowers 
of the Great Wall, standing in stark isola- 
tion 20 miles from the main wall, as they 
had for centuries. After the respite, they 
moved out on the Gobi’s spreading, bar- 
ren, waterless, alkaline plains. 

LeMunyon ordered the bullocks un- 













































































































hitched, and he climbed in behind the 
steering wheel of the Model T. The car 
was almost rim-down with her gasoline 
and water load, and LeMunyon checked 
its copper-brad tires to see whether they 
would stand the stress. A few of the cop- 
per buttons had popped off, but all in all 
the tires were holding their own, and 
more. LeMunyon was satisfied. 

After a few miles the car ran hot and 
died, and LeMunyon stopped to give it 
another examination. It was just a little 
dry, and he fed it some water. Peculiarly 
the Model T went dead near two graves 
which were opened at the heads so that 
the spirits could travel to and fro freely. 

The Gobi Desert was the roughest ter- 
rain that LeMunyon had ever seen. It was 
a desert of rocks, none with round edges. 
They chopped at the tires like axes, and 
it took some skillful driving on LeMun- 
yon’s part to avoid punctures. 

When 30 of the 700 miles lay behind 
him, LeMunyon came to a river, where he 
replenished his water supply. He tested the 
depth of the river and found it too deep 
to try to ford with only the 20 horses 
in the car’s motor. 

Fortunately, he acquired help from a 
passing Mongolian-pony caravan. He 
didn’t know whether to trust the motley 
phalanx, but he didn’t have much of an 
alternative. In his best Mongolian he 
asked for a little extra horsepower. 

Rigging up a block and tackle for 
leverage, they pulled the Model T across 
the river. The water came up to the carbu- 
retor. Before starting through the river, 
LeMunyon fired up the engine, and the 
noise almost caused the wild, shaggy 


_ ponies to bolt. He quickly switched off 


the ignition, but not before a couple of 
the Gobi cowboys were tossed. 

The river was crossed, and on the other 
side the Mongolians lined up to get a 
continued on page 68 


MOTOR TREND/SEPTEMBER 1957 27 






by Robert C. Scollay 


SERVICING THE ENGINE in this car is a cinch. Note the ease gage up forward is small but is supplemented by the 
with which a fan belt may be changed. Space for lug- space behind the rear seat. Driving position is good. 
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Some OF THE NEWEST contenders for a slice of the rapidly 
growing market for small cars in this country have been tossed 
in the ring by the Fiat organization of Italy. This manufacturer 
is no neophyte in the car building business, and a brief inspec- 
tion and short ride in one of these unique little vehicles should 
convince the most skeptical that this is a serious and well- 
founded effort to get on the bandwagon. 

Our first inspection of the 600 Standard two-door sedan made 
us immediately aware of the high level of workmanship which 
is incorporated into this car. The doors close with a satisfying 
clunk, body panels fit, and there are no rag-tag ends on either 
the exterior or interior such as loose seals and trim. The entire 
keynote seems to follow a functional simplicity which avoids 
austerity because of the excellent finish. 

Opening the rear engine compartment should provoke loud 
cheers from mechanics, service station attendants and do-it- 
yourselfers. The usual under-hood clutter is pleasantly absent. 
The radiator is conveniently offset to one side and service points 
are probably more accessible than in any other car. The engine is 
an ohv four displacing 38.6 cubic inches which develops 22 bhp 
at 4600 rpm. The transmission and differential are mounted as 
a unit with the engine, and the final drive is direct to the swing 
rear axles and independently sprung wheels. 

One of two big surprises we got from the 600 was the ride. 
It might be expected that a car with a wheelbase of less than 
79 inches and with 12-inch wheels would offer something less 
than ideal. If we cannot describe this ride as ideal, we can 
honestly say it is great. It is firm enough to avoid sloppy wallow- 
ing and yet it smooths out really rough roads. Sharp and deep 
chuck holes that you might expect would bounce you against 
the roof are disposed of with a gentle little thump. There is 
practically no dive during hard braking and the body stays level 
in the sharpest corners. 

A second surprise comes in the handling. The car is admittedly 
no bomb and it is doubtful that you would attempt power slides 
and other such driving capers in it. Cornering at full throttle 
leaves you with a sense of control and security. In tight corners 
it is possible to set up a gentle but controllable drift. If you break 
the rear wheels loose in a gravel road turn, corrective action on 
the wheel is positive and responsive. 

To sum it up, this is a fine little car that puts many of its 
bigger brothers to shame in many departments including the 
39 mpg we averaged under definitely uneconomical driving con- 
ditions. 


One OF THE CRITICISMS leveled at very small cars has been 
that they lack interior space for the comfortable seating of 
passengers and the stowage of luggage or other impedimenta. 
Fiat solved this space problem and went several steps further 
in the forthright and functional design of the 600 Multipla. 
As its name connotes, this is an all-service vehicle which seats 
four to six adults, and can fulfill most of the requirements placed 
on a station wagon or camper-type vehicle. 

With minor modifications, the Multipla chassis is similar to 
that in the 600 sedan. Despite the different weight distribution 
resulting from the seating arrangement, we were unable to detect 
any departure from the superb riding and handling qualities 
which enthused us in the sedan. Most of our mileage was covered 
with just the driver aboard and we averaged 40 mpg on all types 
of roads ranging from sea level to an altitude of 1875 feet. We 
vote for this one as a happy and useful little chunk of machinery. 


PHOTOS BY BOB D'OLIVO 





THE MULTIPLA is available as a six-passenger station 
wagon or a four- to five-seater, sleeper-type vehicle. 





FRONT SEAT passenger space locks crowded but there is 
ample toe room under inside mounted spare and tools. 


DRIVER'S SEAT is directly over front wheel in Multipla, 
with high position affording excellent all-around vision. 
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FIAT 1100 has front and rear doors mounted on a common hinge in 


the narrow center post. Wide door openings facilitate entry and exit. 





PHOTOS BY BOB D OLIVO 





EXCELLENT space utilization is evident throughout. Rear seat and trunk 
space are interchangeable when the rear seatback is rolded downward. 





INSTRUMENT CLUSTER is compact and easily read. Controls are con- 
venient to driver. Engine compartment layout facilitates servicing. 
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FIAT 1100 


More CONVENTIONAL in many re- 
spects and somewhat larger than its dimin- 
utive brothers is the Fiat 1100. Our over- 
all impression of the car’s appearance was 
that it is a well proportioned, scaled-down 
version of a full sized car which, by clever 
space utilization, remains a most practical 
little vehicle. The same excellent work- 
manship and finish which characterizes the 
600 series is evident throughout. 

The front mounted 40-bhp engine gives 
the car more “go” and we could assail 
quite formidable grades without the fre- 
quent down-shifts which were required 
in the smaller cars. Handling qualities are 
even better than in the 600 series and the 
additional power pays off when you come 
out of a tight corner. Responsive steering 
and the lack of body roll give you a sense 
of complete command over the car at all 
times. 

The car is comfortable to ride in over 
all types of road surface including wash- 
board gravel. Coming out of a sharp dip 
there is practically no pitching, and it 
clings to the road like a Chrysler. 

One of the unique features of the 1100 is 
the method by which the trunk space may 
be extended into the rear seat. The rear 
seat cushion folds forward and the back 
cushion downward to form a flat floor 
from the rear of the trunk to the back of 
the front seat. 

We liked this one too, and we also liked 
to see that without sparing the horses in 
any way it gave us 28.1 mpg. —pres. 


FIAT SPECIFICATIONS 
Fiat 600 Standard and Convertible 


ENGINE: 4-cy!. in-line ohv, rear mounted. Bore 2.36 in 
Stroke 2.20 in. Stroke/bore ratio .93:1. Displacement 
38.6 cu. in. Advertised bhp 22 @ 4600 rpm. Bhp per cu 
in. .57. Piston speed @ max. bhp 1690 ft. per min 
TRANSMISSION: 4 forward speeds, 3 synchronized. Rear 
axle ratio 5.38:1 

CHASSIS: Unit chassis/body construction. Front suspen 
sion—independent wheels with transverse leaf spring 
and hydraulic telescopic shocks. Rear suspension—in 
dependent wheels with wishbones, coil springs and tele 
scopic shocks. 5.20 x 12 tires. Hydraulic 4-wheel brakes 
Worm and segment steering gear 

DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 78.7 in., overall length 130.5 in., 
overall height 55.3 in., overall width 54.3 in., minimum 
clearance 6.3 in., front tread 45.3 in., rear tread 45.5 in 
a (F.0.8. port of entry): Sedan $1298, Convertible 


600 Multipla 

(Same as 600 Standard and Convertible except as noted) 
TRANSMISSION: Rear axie ratio 6.43:1 

CHASSIS: Front suspension—independent wheels with 
wishbones, coil springs, hydraulic telescopic shocks and 
anti-roll! bar. Worm and roller steering gear. 
DIMENSIONS: Overall length 140.8 in., overall height 
62.3 in., overall width 57,0 in., minimum clearance 6.9 
in., front tread 48.3 in., rear tread 45.5 in. 

PRICE (F.0.B. port of entry): $1598 


1100 Standard 

ENGINE: 4-cy!., in-line ohv, front mounted. Bore 2.68 
in. Stroke 2.95 in. Stroke/bore ratio 1.10:1. Compression 
ratio 7.00:1. Displacement 66.43 cu. in. Advertised bhp 
40 @ 4400 rpm. Bhp per cu. in. .60. Piston speed @ 
max. bhp 2165 ft. per min 

TRANSMISSION: 4 forward speeds, 3 synchronized. Rear 
axle ratio 4.30:1. 

CHASSIS: Unit chassis/body construction. Front sus 
pension—independent wheels with swinging arms, coil 
springs, hydraulic telescopic shocks and stabilizer bar. 
Rear suspension—ieaf springs, hydraulic telescopic shocks 
and stabilizer bar. 5.20 x 14 tires. Hydraulic 4-wheel 
brakes. Worm and roller steering gear. 

DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 92.1 in., overall length 150.0 
in., overall height 58.6 in., overall width 57.3 in., 
minimum clearance 6.1 in., front tread 48.4 in., rear 
tread 47.8 in. 

PRICE (F.0.8. port of entry): $1655. 











y fe- 
|imin- 
over- 
e was 
down 
clever 
actical 
work- 
es the 


gives 
assail 
e fre- 
yuired 
es are 
id the 
come 
2ering 
sense 
at all 


| over 


100 is 
e may 
> rear 
back 
floor 
ick of 


liked 
ses in 
CS. 


tible 
2.36 in 
acement 
per cu 
er min 
d. Rear 


suspen 

spring 
1ion—in 
nd tele 
brakes 


30.5 in., 
1inimum 
45.5 in 
vertible 


; noted) 


is with 
cks and 


height 
nce 6.9 


re 2.68 
Dression 
sed bhp 
eed @ 


d. Rear 


nt sus 
1s, coil 
rer bar. 
; shocks 
4-wheel 


be a 


ALL FOUR WHEELS are _ inde- 
pendently suspended. Power 
plant, drive line and rear sus- 
pension form integrated unit. 











CUTAWAY VIEW shows interior of the 500. 





By PUTTING the Fiat 500 into production at their vast, newly 

extended Mirafiori works outside Turin, Fiat becomes the first 

major manufacturer to produce one of the new miniature econ- 
omy cars, though the tradition of well-engineered miniature f 
cars in Italy goes back to the Fiat 500 of 1936. One in every 
two cars sold in Italy is already a Fiat 600, so something new was 
required to bring motoring within reach of some of the two 
million motor scooter owners and six million cyclists. Fiat's 
answer is a real small car, in appearance a scaled-down 600. It 
is well engineered and robust, with high standards of handling 
and riding comfort, along with built-in safety factors. 

I tried out the Fiat 500 on the fast, flat road of the Val di 
Susa, which leads from Turin towards the forbidding Mon Cenis 
Pass, and then turned up the steep, tortuous mountain track 
leading to the dizzy crag of San Michele. In all this driving, one 
impression stands out above all others: the astonishing smooth- 
ness of the aircooled vertical twin engine. This is accomplished 
with a flexible coil spring to control vertical motion (though 
the engine is free to move up and down through a large ampli- 
tude) and a broad link straddling the spring to prevent fore 
and aft movement under acceleration or braking. The latter 
pivots on rubber bushings, which absorb the torsional vibra- 
tions. Front mounting is by rubber blocks. 

Whether idling, pulling hard in top gear, or overrunning on a 
closed throttle, it is practically impossible to sense that it is 
not a four-cylinder engine. When cruising at 50 mph, which 
it does happily, or when pulling hard in gears, there is an 
audible but not obtrusive whine from the cooling fan. 

Omission of synchromesh from the gearbox is a cost-cutting 
measure that is not noticed on upward changes. It is easy to shift 
down without double clutching, though it takes practice. There 
is no great fuss from the engine as it reaches maximum revs; 
it gives the impression it would stand hard driving indefinitely. 
The design obviously provides for it, as the cooling fan drives 
air not only over cylinders and heads, but through the cooling 
passages in the oil sump. 

HANDLING seems to be at least as good as the Fiat 600. It corners 
fast without a trace of roll, and without the tail-heavy sensation 
often experienced on rear-engined cars. I found no tendency 
for the tail to break into a slide, though I was flinging it into 
tight corners. Steering is accurate and free from road shocks. 

The seats, with fabric pads on rubber bands, are well-shaped 
and comfortable. Legroom is liberal (28 inches from seat to 
floorboard ), headroom is ample (37 inches). Vision over the 
hood is excellent. The corners of the car are not visible but are 
so near one allows for them instinctively. The pillars are not 
thin, but are placed so as not to obstruct vision. Steering wheel, 
pedals, and the sensible pull-up brake are as well placed as on a 
first-class sports car. 

Side windows are fixed, but doors have pivoted vent panes, 
which with the two fresh air intakes at the front, keep the 
temperature down. All cars have a folding top. Despite debatable 
points like the forward opening doors and the mounting of the 
battery alongside the fuel tank at the extreme front, this little 
car should succeed. It is nicely finished and comfortable. Riding 
comfort is equal to that of much bigger cars. It is not just a 
runabout for city streets, but a serious car with springing, brakes 
and performance to permit long journeys in comfort. 

—Gordon Wilkins 




















































































PERFORMANCE 


Max. speed in gears, lst 16 mph, 2nd 25 mph, 3rd 38 mph, top over 53 mph. Accel 
eration: from standing start to 30 mph 10 secs., to 40 mph 18-19 secs. Fuel consump 
tion average (factory claim) 52.3 mpg 


SPECIFICATIONS 


ENGINE: Vertical twin, four-stroke, ohv, aircooled. Bore 2.6 in. Stroke 2.7 in. Stroke 
bore ratio 1.04:1. Displacement 29.2 cu. in. Advertised bhp 13 @ 4000 rom. Bhp per 
cu. in. 0.445. Max. torque 20.2 Ibs.-ft. @ 2500 rpm. 

TRANSMISSION: Four forward speeds, constant mesh. Ratios: 3.27, 2.07. 1.30. 0.875. 
Rear axle ratio 5.125 to 1. Singie-plate dry clutch 

CHASSIS: Integral body and frame. Suspension, independent. front by wishbones and 
coil springs, independent rear by single wishbones and coi! springs. Tube shocks. 
4.88x12 tires. Hydraulic, self-adjusting brakes. Handbrake on rear wheels. Worm-and- 
sector steering gear, with 28-ft. turning circle, 3.5 turns lock-to-lock 

DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 72.4 in., overall length 116 in., overall height 52.2 in., 
overall width 52 in., front tread 44.1 in., rear tread 44.7 in., weight 1036 Ibs. 






























Tue DKW HAS COME A LONG WAY since that first postwar 
Technical Exposition in 1949 at Hanover, Germany, where a 
banner at their exhibition stall proudly proclaimed that “DKW 
IS HERE AGAIN.” What the public did not realize is that the 
single motorcycle and delivery van on display by the once 
mighty organization was the firm’s total output since the 
War's end. It had barely been completed in time for the show 
in their new factory, a makeshift ex-army barracks in Regens- 
burg. 

Output has increased manyfold since. The modern Auto Union 
works at Dusseldorf—no more army barracks—hums with day 
and night production. Approximately one-third is intended 
for the export market, where the various models ranging from 
the three sedans, a station wagon, delivery van, combis and light 
trucks have been well received in all parts of the world. 

The most expensive of their sedan lineup is the four-door 
sedan. When equipped with optional Saxomat, an intriguing 
flyweight and vacuum controlled clutch which does away 
with the clutch pedal, it seems to represent what DKW offers 
the value-minded consumer. But an analysis of the several small 
imported sedans reveals that success is not wholly contingent 
upon the elements expected of a small sedan—economy, dura- 
bility, ease of handling, etc.—although these are necessary. 
The manufacturer increases his chances with a gimmick which 
usually takes the form of unusual engine design or placement. 
DKW has two sound gimmicks: front-wheel drive and 
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An MT Research Report by Wayne Thoms 


“Three Equals Six,” which is their shorthand way of stating 
the fact that the diminutive three-cylinder, two-cycle engine 
offers as many power strokes as a six-cylinder mill of con- 
ventional design 

What might be considered a primary inconvenience is the 
mixing of one part SAE 40 non-detergent oil to 40 parts of 
gasoline. It really is no problem if you remember to faithfully 
add one pint of oil to every five gallons of gas. Compensating 
for this, you can stop worrying about changing the oil filter, 
warming up the oil on cold mornings—every piston stroke 
lubricates—or ever grinding a valve again. Elimination of 
the camshaft and its drive train, valves, tappets and sundry other 
necessities peculiar to the four-cycle engine brings the moving 
parts of the DK W engine down to seven. Ball bearing crankshaft 
and con rods mean less wear and longer engine life. One particu- 
lar point of engine interest is the distributor. It has three sets of 
breaker points and an equal number of coils, mounted within 
inches of each plug. 

Engine accessibility is excellent and ease of repair is greatly 


PERFORMANCE 


Max. speed in gears, Ist 22 mph, 2nd 42.5 mph, 3rd, 63.5 mph, top 76.5 mph 
Acceieration: irom standing start to 45 mph 18.2 secs., to 60 20.9 secs., %4-mile 
25.3 secs. and 54.5 mph, 30-50 mph 14.6 secs., 45-55 10.9 secs. Fuel consumption 
average for 496 miles 24.7 mpg. (27.0 mpg, free wheeling only, all city; 19.1 mpg 
direct drive, city and mountains, hard driving) 


SPECIFICATIONS 


ENGINE: 3-cylinder, 2-cycle. Bore 2.80 in. Stroke 2.99 in. Stroke/bore ratio 1.07:1. 
Compression ratio 7:1. Displacement 54.75 cu. in Advertised bhp 45 @ 4250 rpm 
Bhp per cu. in. .82. Piston speed @ max bhp 2119.3 ft. per min. Max. bmep 151.5 
psi. Max. torque 55 ibs.-ft. @ 2250 rpm 

TRANSMISSION: Dry single plate clutch (Saxomat magnetic clutch on test car). 4 for 
ward speeds, top 3 synchronized. Overall ratios: 18:1, 10.48:1, 6.17:1, 4.32:1. Rear axle 
ratio 4.72:1 

CHASSIS: Fully enclosed box-type frame. Front suspension—transverse semi-elliptic 
leaf spring at top, 2 wishbones with tubular shocks below. Rear—transverse semi 
elliptic leaf spring, 2 tubular shocks. 5.60 x 15 tires (tubeless standard). Hydraulic 
duplex brakes. Rack and pinion steering gear, with 36.5-ft. turning circle, 2.5 turns 
lock-to-lock 

DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 96.5 in., overall length 170.3 in., overall height 58.5 in., 
overall width 66.7 in., minimum clearance 7.5 in., front tread 50.7 in., rear tread 53.2 
in., weight 2080 Ibs. (56% front, 44% rear), weight/bhp ratio 46.2:1. 


PRICES (port of entry): 2-door $1995, Deluxe coupe $2195, 4-door $2365. 
ACCESSORIES: Saxomat clutch $100 


























































simplified. A case in point is that of a West Coast college 
student who drove his three-year-old station wagon deep into 
the back country of Mexico, traveling roads considered im- 
passable. While fording a stream he submerged his tailpipe, 
thereby building up excessive pressure in the cylinders and 
blowing a head gasket. Hopelessly stranded? Not at all. A 
village garageman cut a new gasket from sheet asbestos and 
installed it. Four dollars later the young man was on his way 
again, this time avoiding the deeper water holes. 

Free-wheeling, standard on all models, makes for greatly 
increased fuel economy in city driving. It can be used at all 
times except where -mountains or slippery road conditions 
make engine braking a safety factor. 

Saxomat, the nearest thing to automatic transmission that 
a low-horsepower automobile can offer, does away with the 
clutch for $100. A prospective purchaser would do well to 
become familiar with the device in operation before making 
a decision. Simplified, the Saxomat works like this: touching 
the shift lever actuates an electro-magnet which operates a 
vacuum servo mechanism which, in turn, disengages the clutch. 
The clutch will not engage until the driver removes his hand 
from the shift lever. It can be disconcerting to an unthinking 
driver to shift, say, from fourth to third in traffic, forget to 
remove his hand, and sit with a disengaged clutch. 

Fast shifts are out of the question with Saxomat, which 
explains the relatively slow (compared to large, high-powered 
American cars) acceleration times we recorded on the San 
Fernando Drag Strip. While it is possible to move the geaf 
lever rapidly, the clutch engages at a pre-determined low 
rpm and no amount of speed shifting will help. However, for 
anyone who spends a great deal of time in stop-and-go traftic, 
saving of wear-and-tear on the clutch foot will probably be 
worth the money. 

Driving the DKW can be termed a real pleasure. Switch on 
the ignition, which also incorporates a steering wheel lock, 
pull out the choke and the car fires immediately. A pull knob 
below the dash controls a sliding screen behind the grille, 
aiding in cold-weather operation. Normally you may ease the 
choke in until the engine is running smoothly and then take 
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UNUSUALLY SPACIOUS trunk compartment for a 
small sedan features bolt heads in deck lid pro- 
tected with rubber covers. Unique off-center oval 
wheel sets off neat dash which displays American 
influence in trim and layout. Two-stroke, three- 
cylinder engine boasts three coils, radiator at rear, 
only seven moving parts, ease of maintenance. 


@ LEG ROOM is adequate for all but tallest while 


rear-opening door makes for ease of entry. Ab- 
sence of clutch pedal is rare on light car. Factory 
is planning larger brake pedal on future models. 
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off. Some slight low speed steering wheel vibration inherent 
in front-wheel drive will be noted. The characteristic pop-pop- 
ping of the two-cycle engine is ever-present at idle speeds. 
Higher revs smooth it out until three actually begins to sound 
like six at cruising speeds. 

All but the most severe bumps are taken with a minimum of 
rebound at all speeds. Fast turns are a cinch if power is 
kept on. The car has no tendency to wallow coming out of 
dips and will track without correcting. Rack and pinion steer- 
ing, at two and one-half turns lock-to-lock, is light and sensi- 
tive. Straight line recovery is excellent after whipping the 
wheel from side to side. The steering wheel itself is worthy 
of note. Two-spoked, the bottom half assumes an oval shape. 
Overall it is a convenient 1534 inches wide and 15 inches 
high with the center hub placed seven inches from the bottom. 
Unlike some small sedans which tend to become airborne, the 
DKW feels safe and secure when going as fast as its 45 horses 
will pull you. 

Brakes are certainly better than average. A trip through the 
twisting, mountainous Angeles National Forest proved that 
brake fade could be induced but only after deliberate abuse 
far more severe than anything which would be encountered in 
normal driving. Future Saxomat-equipped models, incidentally, 
will have a larger brake pedal, suitable for left foot operation. 

Seating position on the bench seats is comfortable with 
armrests on both sides front and rear. Resting the left elbow 
slightly out the window can be uncomfortable in the four-door 
DKW because the front windows lack a ®raction of an inch 
of going all the way down. Rear seat passengers, two com- 
fortably, three a squeeze, have a reasonable amount of legroom, 
even for six-footers. 

Driver visibility, so important yet so often overlooked, is 
near perfect. No blind spots in front and the wraparound rear 
window insure the same condition behind, along with no 
visible glass distortion. 

Instruments, white numerals on dark gray, are grouped for 
safe, easy reading directly in front of the wheel: speedo on 
left; clock, center; and a combination gas gauge, generator light, 
temperature gauge, and high-low beam indicator at right. 
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Interior trim is on a par with the general finish details— 
good but not ostentatious. Upholstery over foam rubber is a 
durable, attractive cord cloth and leatherette. Hardware, paint, 
trim and general fit of the body inside and out are certainly 
superior to a number of cars costing much more. A sharp 
eye will note little niceties of detail such as the bolt heads 
inside the roomy trunk covered with protective rubber nipples 
to prevent luggage damage. 

Esthetically, the DKW is well proportioned. However, as 
with most small cars, Americans have to accustom their tastes 
to the “peculiar” lines before all-out acceptance. One word of 
warning: Before asking any DKW owner how he likes his 
car, be prepared for a lengthy session. All whom we have found 
have become enthusiastic to the point of fanaticism—a healthy 
recommendation for any car. 
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ROAD TEST 


lr IS SAFE to assume that when Morris 
Garages, Ltd., began experimenting and 
successfully competing with specially tuned 
versions of Morris Oxfords in 1923, the 
experimenters little dreamed that the end 
product of their labors would be the MG 
Car Company, currently one of the main- 
stays of the sprawling British Motor Cor- 
poration. For those early pioneers spawned 
a giant by British standards—a giant which 
has produced some of the finest and most 
exciting low and medium-priced sports 
cars in the world. 

From the days when the MG Company 
was formed in 1929 to produce the now 
fabled ““M” type midgets until the present, 
an enormous amount of development on 
the race courses and highways of the 
world has assured customers of quality 
merchandise. And now the evolvement of 
the envelope-bodied “A” roadster into a 
roll-up window coupe version seems des- 
tined to introduce MG to many more per- 
sons. These people would be sports car 
enthusiasts if the price were right and 
if the car offered American-type weather 
protection. MG’s coupe fulfills both these 
requirements and more, as we shall see. 

Essentially, the coupe is mechanically 
identical to the roadster. The only differ- 
ences in the two cars are in actual body 
areas relating to the top, and in richer 
appearing, more attractive interior trim 
in the coupe. MG’s stylists have handled 
the difficult task of turning a roadster into 
a true coupe in excellent fashion. The 
finished product is esthetically pleasing, 
as well as highly functional. 


PERFORMANCE 


Max. speed in gears, lst 32 mph, 2nd 53 mph, 3rd 79 
mph, top 101.2 mph. Acceleration: from standing start to 
45 mph 7.4 secs., to 60 12.3 secs., Ya-mile 19.0 secs., 


and 73.6 mph, 30-50 mph 4.9 secs., 45-60 5.4 secs., 
50-80 15.7 secs. Fuel consumption average for 815 miles 
24.2 mpg 


SPECIFICATIONS 


ENGINE: 4-cyl. ohv. Bore 2.875 in. Stroke 3.5 in. Stroke 
bore ratio 1.22:1. Compression ratio 8.3:1. Displacement 
90.88 cu. in. Advertised bhp 72 @ 5500 rpm. Bhp per cu 
in. .79. Piston speed @ max. bhp 3208.3 ft. per min 
Max bmep 128.4 psi. Max torque 77.4 Ibs.-ft. @ 3500 
rpm 


TRANSMISSION: Hydraulically operated single dry plate 
Borg & Beck clutch, 8 ins. dia. 4 forward speeds, top 3 
synchronized. Overall ratios: 15.652, 9.52, 5.908, 4.3 
Rear axle ratio 4.3:1. (Optional 4.55:1.) 


CHASSIS: Box section frame, tubular cross member at 
transmission. 5.60 x 15 tires. Lockheed hydraulic brakes 
front—2 leading shoe, rear—ieading and trailing shoe 
10 ins. dia. x 1.75 ims. wide. Rack and pinion steering 
gear, with 28-ft. turning circle, 2.75 turns lock-to-lock 


DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 94.0 in., overall length 156.0 
in., overall height 50.0 in., overall width 57.3 in., mini 
mum clearance 6.0 in., front tread 47.9 in., rear tread 
48.8 in., weight 2120 ibs. (50.5% front, 49.5% rear) 
weight/bhp ratio 29.5:1 


PRICES (F.0.8. port of entry): $2750 


ACCESSORIES: H.M.V. radio $65, heater and defroster 

whitewall tires $45, adjustable steering $17.50, 
wire wheels $135, luggage rack $49.95, windshield wash 
er $17.50 


ASBESTOS shields carburetors from » 


exhaust manifold in compact engine 
installation. Unusual door handles 
resemble hold-down bracket for ‘op. 
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Unique vertical door handles, which 
reminded several observers of hold-down 
clamps for a removable hard-top, wrap- 
around windshield and rear windows, 
and the small but efficient no-draft wind- 
wings give the coupe all the essential 
creature comfort features of many big cars. 

Open the rear-hinged bonnet and the 
first impression is that here is an engine 
compartment with no waste space where 
nearly everything is readily accessible. The 
four-cylinder, ohv engine, which cranks 
out a healthy 72 bhp at 5500 rpm from 
its just under one and one-half liters of 
displacement, is neatly positioned, facili- 
tating changing of plugs, checking of oil 
and other essential service items. The two 
SU carburetors, adjacent to the exhaust 
manifold, are separated from it by an 
asbestos covered shield. The hydraulic mas- 
ter cylinder for brakes and clutch sits up 
high on the left-hand side of the firewall. 

The coupe’s body follows the same high 
quality finish as the roadster’s. Bumpers 
offer considerable protection in compari- 
son to most sports cars. Body panels are 




































ripple-free and fit well. The grille is vulner- 
able and “A” owners are keeping several 
independent grille guard firms in business. 

The trunk compartment is admittedly 
small with the flat-mounted spare tre 
taking up a great deal of room. Luggage 
stowing requires ingenuity. As usual, MG 
includes a complete set of tools which 
strap to .the bulkhead above the spare. 
The trunk is opened by an inside handle 
behind the driver's seat. 

Design of the coupe’s chassis has been 
carried out with rigidity and strength in 
mind. What was a strong frame for the 
roadster becomes even stronger with the 
addition of a steel top. Sweeping the frame 
out at the mid-section allows for a low 
seating position between the rails rather 
than above them. 

Surprisingly enough, front suspension 
is identical with previous TD and TF 
models, utilizing coil springs with unequal 
length wishbones and hydraulic shocks. 
At the rear, two longitudinal half-elliptic 
springs with double piston hydraulic 
shocks complete the conventional layout. 
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PENDANT PEDALS are too close togeiher, do not offer suf- 
Throttle-to-brake foot 


ficient room. 





INTERIOR DETAIL is more luxurious than roadster, in- 
strument layout unchanged. Short throw shift is ideal. 


An MT Research Report by Allan Stockton 


Roadholding, however, is anything but 
conventional. Feather-light rack and pin- 
ion steering responds to the slightest pres- 
sure and recovers naturally. Body roll in 
hard corners is very slight and the car can 
be powered through at speeds which 
should be confined to the race course. 
There is no tendency to swap ends, and 
with a little practice, a skillful driver can 
put the “A” into a four-wheel drift, re- 
covering by easing up on the throttle and 
correcting with the wheel. A contributing 
factor to good handling is excellent weight 
distribution—very near 50-50 with a full 
tank of Mobilgas in the test car. 

A high speed run across several miles 
of undulating desert highway proved con- 
clusively that the coupe doesn’t wallow 
coming out of dips and feels secure on 
most any road condition. In effect, cruising 
speed is limited only by traffic conditions 
and good sense. The car feels as solid and 
safe at our indicated top speed of 102 
mph as it does at an easy 60. Incidentally, 
maximum speeds in gears as listed in the 
performance chart are speeds at which 
valve bounce was audible. 

Safe high speed is a function of good 
brakes. The coupe’s pass with flying col- 
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pivot is easy. 
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ors. Fade can be induced but it takes an 
inordinate number of panic stops. For all 
practical purposes, the brakes are fade-, 
swerve- and grab-free. During a genuine 
emergency stop, I had occasion to lock all 
four wheels laying down two absolutely 
straight black strips of rubber. 

Ride can be classed as comfortable 
sports car, firm but not rough. There is 
just enough road feel to let you know 
what sort of surface you’re on. Personally, 
I feel that the bucket-type seats in the 
coupe do not offer enough support in the 
small of the back for long trips but this is 
a minor annoyance in relation to the plus 
factors of the car. 

As with many sports cars, entry can 
be tricky. The doors open only about 70 
degrees and from the front of the seat to 
the front of the door cutout is approxi- 
mately ten inches—not any too much leg- 
room. Duck your head and you're in— 
headroom is good once you're inside. 
Passenger stretch-out space is adequate and 
a center mounted armrest is a nice touch. 
An armrest on the driver’s door would be 
appreciated, as would an ashtray. 

The car starts quickly, hot or cold, and 
we found it unnecessary to use the choke. 
























STORAGE SPACE behind leather-covered bucket seats is 
negligible, is reduced by spare projecting from trunk. 





TRUNK CAPACITY is limited, requires ingenuity to stow 
luggage. External rack is available as optional extra. 


A short, tunnel-mounted gear lever is 
within easy reach of the wheel and does 
its job in a precise, crisp fashion. This is 
one of the major joys of driving the coupe. 
Vision is good with no blind spots. A 
quick look through the wheel brings the 
easy-reading speedometer and tach into 
ready view. The oil pressure-water tem- 
perature gauge is “out in right field” and 
a number of drivers who race their MG’s 
have reversed this instrument with the 
gas gauge, making for a simpler quick 
view of this vital information. A foam rub- 
ber strip at the top of the leather-covered 
recessed dash is an added safety feature. 

The roll-up windows, which will prob- 
ably sell as many coupes as any single 
feature, crank all the way down at a rapid 
one and one-half turns. At 50 mph with 
windows down, there is a distinct drum- 
ming, but opening the windwings stops it. 

With production currently set at some 
200 coupes per month, the MG Car Com- 
pany should have little difficulty in selling 
a good portion of them in the U.S. Resi- 
dents of colder climes can no longer claim 
that MG’s are only for outdoor types. This 
neat little package is liable to make an 
enthusiast out of Grandma. 
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An MT Research Report by Wayne Thoms 


Triumpn’s VENTURES into the sports car field, dating back 
over 25 years, were notably unspectacular until the advent of 
the TR-2 with one interesting though short-lived exception— 
the Dolomite Specials of the '30s. Designed by famed Donald 
Healey, they featured a straight-eight engine with double 
overhead camshafts, a blower which boosted output to 140 bhp, 
and a guaranteed 100-plus mph. 

Unfortunately, only a few were ever built and transportation 
vehicles pretty much made up Triumph’s production, even 
after they were taken over by the Standard Motor Company 
in 1945. It was not until the London Show of 1952 that the 
first TR-2 was unveiled—a squat, businesslike roadster designed 
to be turned out in quantity at low cost. Enthusiast’s appetites 
were whetted and two years later deliveries commenced in the 
United States. 

Technical development of the TR-2 through the current 
TR-3 model has followed a course of careful, conservative 
evolution rather than revolution. Appearance, except for a 
flush-mounted grille, has changed very little. About the worst 
thing that can be charged against the Triumph is the fact 
that some consider its body lines uninspired. Aside from this 
—strictly a matter of personal opinion—a few hundred miles 
behind the wheel make you wonder why anyone could pos- 
sibly want an engine larger than two liters displacement in a 
sports car. 

In fact, Triumph’s two liters (121.5 cubic inches) comes 
very close to being the ideal engine size in the TR-3. The 
overhead valve four, developing its 100 bhp at 5000 rpm, is 
not an especially modern design in comparison to some of the 
ultra-short stroke engines on the market. The engine is a 
warmed-up refinement of the Standard Vanguard mill with 
bore decreased through use of thicker wet cylinder liners to 
bring engine size into a more favorable racing class. Modern 
or not, one unalterable fact remains—it is one of the sturdiest, 
most trouble-free and reliable engines going today. It has 
plenty of low end torque, good mid-range performance and 
the ability to take long periods of high speed running. 

Gear changes are crisp and firm with no feeling of excess 
play in the linkage. The short throw lever, operating remotely, 
sits atop the transmission tunnel—an easy, natural reach from 
the steering wheel. The optional Laycock-de Normanville over- 
drive ($160), acting on the top three ratios, offers a fascinating 
seven forward speeds which can be engaged or locked out 
without removing the hands from the wheel. A simple toggle 


PERFORMANCE 


Max. speed in gears, 1st 36 mph, 2nd 55 mph (0.d. 62 mph), 3rd 84 mph (0.d. 87 mph 

top 107 mph (estimated). Acceleration: from standing start to 45 mph 5.4 secs., to 
60 9.2 secs., Ye-mile 16.9 secs. and 81.9 mph, 3050 mph 3.1 secs., 45-60 3.2 
secs., 50-80 8.0 secs. Fuel consumption average for 441 miles 23.1 mpg. (101 miles 
on highway with heavy traffic, 60-65 mph, using 0.d. 30.7 mpg 


SPECIFICATIONS 


ENGINE: 4-cy!. ohv. Bore 3.27 in. Stroke 3.62 in. Stroke/bore ratio 1.1:1. Compres 
sion ratio 8.5:1. Displacement 121.5 cu. in. Advertised bhp 100 @ 5000 rpm. Bhp 
per cu. in. .82. Piston speed @ max. bhp 3018.3 ft. per min. Max. bmep 145.8 psi. 
Max. torque 117.5 Ibs.-ft. @ 3000 rpm 

TRANSMISSION: Hydraulically operated single dry plate clutch, 9 in. dia. 4 forward 
speeds, top 3 synchronized. O.d. available for top 3 gears—electric, positive 
Overall ratios: 12.5, 7.4 (0.0. 6.07), 4.9 (0.0. 4.02), 3.7 (0.d. 3.03). Rear axle 
ratio 3.7-1. (Optional 4.1:1, available with o.d. only 

CHASSIS: Rigid structure, channel stee! pressings with ‘‘X’’ cross member. 5.50 x 15 
tires. Brakes: Froni—Girling hydraulic caliper disc, rear—drum with leading and 
trailing shoes. Cam and lever steering gear, with 34-ft. turning circle, 2.3 turns 
lock-to-lock 

DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 88.0 in., overall length 151.0 in., overall height 50.0 in., 
overall! width 55.5 in., minimum clearance 6.0 in., front tread 45.0 in., rear tread 
45.5 in., weight 2200 ibs. (53% front, 47% rear), weight/bhp ratio 22:1 


PRICES (F.0.B. port of entry): Roadster $2625, hardtop $2790. (Slightly higher in the 
West.) 

ACCESSORIES: Soft top kit (in addition to hardtop) $100, heater $40, wire wheels 
$111, chrome wire wheels $200, overdrive $160, adjustable steering $20, rear passen- 
ger seat $63, tonneau cover $35, Dunlop High Speed tires $24, competition shocks and 
springs (fitted at factory) $8, alum. engine sump $20, fitted trunk suitcase $48. 
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ACCESSIBILITY is keynote for engine compartment with 
most components in easy reach for minor maintenance. 


switch on the left side of the dash makes this possible. Traffic 
will probably find you running all but the very slowest portions 
in direct third gear, switching into third overdrive when con- 
ditions warrant, making for a good deal of clutchless city driving. 
Aside from its novelty value—and it’s being fun to operate— 
the overdrive becomes a wonderfuj highway cruising gear which 
boosts already excellent gas mileage into the phenomenal class. 

Chassis and suspension remain little changed from the first 
TR’s. Frame is a very stiff channel steel unit with an “X” cross- 
member. Front suspension is independent with coil springs and 
tubular shocks and rear consists of two semi-elliptic, longitudinal 
leaf springs. The most important single mechanical improvement 
has been the addition of caliper disc brakes in front. Disc brakes 
have a number of virtues, not the least of which is resistance to 
fade due to superior cooling characteristics. A series of panic 
stops from 60 mph just short of locking wheels produced smoke 
in amazing quantities from around the brake pads beginning 
at the sixth stop, some slight odor, a very little fade and a 
slight swerve to the left—all evils which would have been 
magnified greatly with conventional drum brakes. 

In practical usage the discs are fade-free, new pads can be 
installed in a matter of minutes, and they are said to be self- 
cleaning and unaffected by water. This is certainly a boon to 
wet weather drivers and a fine no-extra-cost bonus on a 
medium-priced sports car. 

Fit of body panels is uniformly good, as are paint finishes 
and bright work. Hood, deck lid and spare tire compartment 
just below the trunk open with a special “T” handle which one 
takes care not to lose. An integrated latching device, doing 
away with the loose handle for these three parts would be 
appreciated. The rug lined trunk compartment, spacious enough 
for a couple of small suitcases, locks with a separate key which 
also fits the glove box. Maximum utilization of trunk space can 
be assured through use of a fitted suitcase offered as a TR-3 
accessory. Should there be occasion to tear into the engine, 
space and accessibility under the bonnet are very good. In- 
cidentally, a chronic seeping of hydraulic fluid from the brake 
and clutch master cylinder on previous models has been cor- 
rected by redesigning the fluid reservoir. 

As for interior, the TR-3 can probably lay claim to having 
more, or at least as much, legroom as any other sports car. Sliding 
the driver and passenger seats full back makes the car comfort- 
ably adequate for a pair of six-and-a-half footers. The leather- 
covered bucket seats offer fair support but can be tiring on long 
trips. On the passenger side, the seatback pivots forward for 
access to an extremely roomy package space behind the seats. 
An optional rear seat is available but we cannot recommend it 
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ROOMY COCKPIT offers honest sports car styling with 
plenty of hip and legroom. Bucket seats could give 
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more support. Luggage space is small but of useful size 
and shape while spare rests in separate compartment. 


except for small children—there just isn’t adult size legroom 
in the back. A slightly wider door cutout would make entry easier. 

Instruments are just where they should be and the dash 
is recessed to prevent glare. Speedo and tach are large and 
directly in front of the driver while oil pressure, gas gauge, 
water temperature and ammeter are centered on the dash. White 
numerals on black with good night illumination make every- 
thing readable. The large, locking glove compartment and two 
reomy door pockets offer plenty of incidental storage although 
why there is no ashtray or cigarette lighter, we cannot fathom. 

One of the best looking sports car soft tops we have ever 
seen comes with the basic TR. Wraparound plastic windows 
make for excellent visibility, and the side curtains, with their 
sliding plexiglass windows, are as functional and sturdy as 
any on the market. The top, extremely weather tight, unsnaps 
completely and stores safely in the trunk while the bows fold 
neatly behind the seats. 

The TR-3 also comes in a hardtop version, approximately 
$165 higher than the roadster. While the steel hardtop is 
removable with eight holddown bolts, difficulty of installing 
the fittings makes it impractical to buy the soft top version with 
the idea of purchasing the hardtop I:ter. 

The TR-3 handles beautifully at all speeds and exhibits no 
serious vices in the corners. There is a good feel of the road 
and the ride is firm though not unpleasant. .\ combination of 
short wheelbase and washboard roads will make for a choppy 
ride. In normal-to-hard dips there is very little rebound and 
oscillation, with no wallow at high speeds. It is a fairly simple 
matter to drift the car and the steering is about neutral, neither 
under- nor oversteer. Hard corners will induce more body roll 
than feels safe, but addition of the competition shocks and 
springs will stop this with a slight sacrifice in riding qualities. 
The engine sounds and feels smooth well past the 5000 rpm 
red-line—which most drivers exceed in competition—but they 
are strictly on their own. Piston speeds become dangerously 
high in this range. 

As you may have guessed, we liked the TR-3. At the price, 
it is easily one of the best all-purpose sports car buys on the 
market. Acceleration, top speed, smart, precise handling, lug- 
gage space and driver-passenger comfort make it hard to beat. 
Along with this, an extensive dealer network and well-stocked 
parts warehouses make it a practical buy and fun to own. 


REMOVABLE TOP, good weather protection when up, stows 
neatly in trunk, is quite simple for one person to erect. 
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A PINCH OF SPICE has been added to 
the 1957 version of the Volvo PV-444. 
Outwardly the car retains the same ap- 
pearance as the earlier model and the most 
prominent clue to a change is a slight grille 
modification. As we were soon to discover, 
the new bit of pepper is under the hood. 

As you seat yourself behind the wheel, 
you will find that the car seems to be 
tailored to fit you. The wheel falls into 
your hands and you see over the top of the 
rim. Your feet readily find the pedals and 
the short-throw, floor-mounted gearshift 
represents the welcome return of an old 
favorite to many. There is no searching 
for information from the instrument 
panel. The instruments are grouped to be 
seen by the driver and the dial contrast 
is excellent. 

It would perhaps be nicer if the front 
seats were so designed that the padding 
did not produce a rounded effect which 
gives a feeling of sitting on them rather 
than im them. In the back seat we found 
a roominess which pays tribute to the good 
space utilization in a compact design. The 
front seats are cantilevered back from a 
front mounting which leaves ample toe 
room for rear seat passengers. The wide 
doors are a great assist to getting in and 
out of all seats. 

Getting back to the spice—the little 
four-banger under the hood has been 
increased from 70 to 85 bhp by virtue of 
a greater bore and increased compression 
ratio. You get an inkling of things to 
come when you turn the key starter and 
first hear the crisp, sharp and non-Amer- 
ican exhaust note. A little patience is re- 


ROAD TEST 





PERFORMANCE — 


Max. speed in gears, Ist 32 mph, 2nd 62 mph, 3rd 95 
mph (factory rating). Acceleration: from s 
to 45 mph 10.1 secs., to 60 16.3 secs 
secs. and 67.6 mph, 30-50 mph 6.8 secs 5 cs 
50-8) 19.6 secs. Fuel consumption average for 280 miles 
23.8 mpg 





SPECIFICATIONS 


ENGINE: 4-cyl., in-line ohv. Bore 3.125 in. Stroke 3.150 
in. Stroke/bore ratio 1.01:1. Compression ratio 8.2:1 
Displacement 97.0 cu. in. Aovertised bhp 85 @ 5500 rpm. 
Bhp per cu. in. .88. Piston speed @ max. bhp 2888 ft 
per min. Max. bmep 135 psi. Max. torque 87 Ibs.-ft. @ 


3500 rpm 

TRANSMISSION: 3 forward speeds, 2nd and 3rd syn- 
chronized. Ratios: 3.13:1, 1.62:1, 1.00:1. Rear axle ratio 
4.55:1 


CHASSIS: Unit chassis/body construction. Front suspen- 
sion-—independent wheels with coil springs, contro! arms 
and hydraulic shocks. Rear suspension—beam axle with 
coil springs, support arms, traction rods, track rod and 
hydraulic shocks. 5.90 x 15 tires. Seif-centering hydraulic 
brakes with automatic adjustment. Worm and sector steer- 
ing gear, 3 turns lock-to-lock, 13.9:1 overall ratio 


DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 102.5 in., overall length 177.0 
in., overall height 60.3 in., front tread 51.0 in., rear 
tread 51.8 in., weight 2180 ibs. (52% front, 48% rear), 
weight/bhp ratio 25.65:1. 


PRICES (F.0.B. port of entry): Two-door sedan $2095, 
Station wagon $2345 
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quired after you start the engine because 
it has a slightly longer than average warm- 
up time. 

As we wound the engine up in first and 
second gears we became aware of a marked 
improvement in the low-speed torque 
characteristics of the new engine. It is still 
necessary to keep the revs up to take ad- 
vantage of what is in the engine; however, 
it “comes on” quicker. We proved this 
point on the drag strip. Our standing start 
to 60 mph time averaged 16.3 seconds 
which is 2.5 seconds better than we did 
with the smaller engine. To cover a 
quarter mile from a standing start took 
20.3 seconds and we were doing 67.6 
mph at the finish line. This was 4.6 mph 
faster than our speed last year. 

Nothing has been lost of the excellent 
Volvo riding and handling characteristics 
in this new model. The ride is firm enough 


VOLVO 


to give a feeling of stability without jolting 
hardness or wallowing mushiness. You 
come out of sharp dips at high speeds 
without bottoming or dangerous pitching. 
There is no excessive body lean in sharp 
corners and an absence of nose dive during 
very hard braking. These factors can be 
ascribed to the excellent snubbing and 
control of the coil spring suspension and 
the good weight distribution which holds 
the proportion on the front wheels to 52 
per cent. 

Good weight distribution is also reflected 
in the steering. Response to the wheel is 
quick and positive and there is neither a 
hair-trigger lightness nor a heavy feel at 
any speed. The three turns of the wheel 
lock-to-lock make the car most maneuver- 
able and very easy to park. There is no 
hint of wheel fight, practically no road 
shock and if you release your grip on the 








PV -444 


An MT Research Report by Robert C. Scollay 
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wheel in a turn, the car will return to a 
straight path. 

Vision from the driver's seat can be 
considered good. Some slight interference 
is set up by the windshield corner posts, 
but on the other hand the flat glass in this 
V-type windshield does not have the usual 
corner distortion of a wraparound. The 
sweep of the electric wiper blades clears a 
most adequate area of the glass. The rear 
window is necessarily small because of the 
design, but here again it has only a gentle 
curvature and there is no evident distor- 
tion. Drivers will have to learn how to 
compensate for a small blind area at the 
rear right body corner. 

To release the positive-type hood latch- 


DRIVING POSITION is comfortable, with the gear shift lever con- 
veniently close to driver’s right hand. Instrumentation is excellent. 


COMPACT DESIGN places the car in class between large 
and small. Engine adjustment points and all service 
points are easily reached. Note the six-volt battery. 


ing mechanism on the Volvo, you pull the 
handle on the firewall under the dash; 
reverse the operation when the hood is 
closed. Coupled with a front hinge, this 
should guarantee that the hood will never 
fly open while you are} under-way. The 
engine compartment igs neat and un- 
crowded. Minor engine adjustment points 
and the usual service points are reached 
very easily. We noted with interest that 
this is one of the few cars—especially 
among those of foreign manufacture—that 
retain a six-volt electrical system. 

Luggage space in the trunk strikes a 
good balance with passenger space in the 
bedy. The spare is stowed at the extreme 
left and in an upright position. This leaves 


PHOTOS BY BOB D'OLIVO 


a good-sized flat floor area for other 
stowage. 

Our general impression of the Volvo is 
that it is a good compromise between the 
small car and the so-called full-sized car. 
It is quick and agile in city traffic, and its 
good acceleration and top speed should 
keep you out of the laggard class on the 
open highway. Its size and weight are 
reflected in its gasoline consumption. We 
drove the car very hard and did everything 
in the book contrary to trying to obtain 
good mileage. We are aware that the tank 
average of 23.8 mpg could have been in- 
creased by at least five mpg had we been 
a little more conservative. In all depart- 
ments, this is a good car. 


SENSIBLE MOUNTING of spare contributes to 
usable space in the well proportioned trunk. 
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A A wD TEST 


A 


First SIGHT of this four-cylinder Eng- 
lish product in your local Pontiac show- 
room will make you think it’s General Mo- 
tors’ new small car. From the wraparound 
(and near-distortion-free ) front and rear 
windshields, to the Buick-like bumpers, 
this is a truly designed-in-Detroit model. 

Inside the similarity continues. Except 
for the absence of the familiar GM 
window cranks for the quarter windows, 
the car's appointments are strictly a la 
Pontiac. First thing the driver notices 
when he sits at the controls is the small 
(16-in. diameter ) The 
speedometer is well located in front of 
the driver, and the magnified odometer 
is clearly seen. The only true gauges are 
the ones for fuel and temperature. The 
dash bottom, where the heater is fitted, 
is a duplicate of the front and rear 
bumper motif. With its chromed knobs 
and protuberances, it looks like a knee- 
banger for the occasional middle passen- 
ger in the front seat. 

Pedals, as in most British cars, are small 
and well spaced. Drivers with wide shoes 
won't be hitting the brake and accelerator 
at the same time. 

Entry into the rear “step-down” is at 
best difficult, and almost impossible if the 
front seat is set back for a six-foot driver. 
The doors close with a nice “thunk.” 

The seat, adjustable fore-and-aft only, is 
very comfortable and holds the driver in 
a position good for many miles. Vision 


steering wheel. 





SPACIOUS TRUNK is typical of the big-car features of 
Vauxhall Victor. GM styling influence is evident in Buick- 
like bumper treatment. Note the rear seat cross-bracing. 
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by Lorne Parton 







XHALL 
CTOR 


is excellent, with wide window area, thin 
posts and sloping hood. 

Only one thing marred vision on the 
test car. The speaker for the radio was 
located on the shelf behind the rear seat, 
and it was covered with a bright chrome 
grille that reflected sunlight directly onto 
the rear window and into the driver's 
eyes out of the mirror. 

As a glance at the performance figures 
will indicate, the car is short on accelera- 
tion; its figures corresponding roughly to 
those of a Volkswagen. Once the driver 
has made up his mind he’s not going to 
win any stop light Grand Prix, the car 
is a barrel of fun to drive. 

Steering is precise, easy and quick. Lit- 
tle road-rumble is translated through the 
steering wheel, and you can make a U- 
turn (if it’s legal) on an ordinary street 
without all of the accustomed backing and 
filling. The car whips around corners 
without any tendency to break loose, but 
there is more than moderate lean. The 
little 13-inch tires seem to threaten to 
roll under but don’t squeal excessively. 

Brakes get top marks. The car has 92 
square inches of lining surface, equal to 
the number of cubic inches displacement. 
No sign of fade was detected in successive 
panic stops from 50 mph. Several hands- 
off stops brought the car to a straight 
halt each time. 

Springing of the orthodox independent 
coils in front, leaf rear, carried the Victor 


ratio 4.125:1. 
7.25 in. dia. 


suspension—leaf. 5 


ratio. 


PHOTOS BY BOB OLSEN 


announced. 


accessories. 


PERFORMANCE 


Max. speed in gears, Ist 25 mph, 2nd 50 mph, 3rd 72 mph. Acceleration: from 
standing start to 45 mph 15 secs., to 60 31 secs., Y-mile 26.3 secs. and 56 mph, 
30-50 mph 15.5 secs., 45-60 17.1 secs. Fuel consumption 28-31 mpg. 


SPECIFICATIONS 


ENGINE: 4-cylinder L-head. Bore 3.13 in. Stroke 3.00 in. Stroke/bore ratio .96:1. Com- 
pression ratio 7.8:1. Displacement 92 cu 
cu. in. .59. Max. torque 85 Ibs.-ft. @ 2400 


TRANSMISSION: 3 forward speeds, al! synchronized. Ratios: 3.186, 1.635, 1. Rear axle 
j Hydraulically assisted clutch; single dry plate, spring loaded center; 


CHASSIS: Unit construction, ‘ 
.90 x 13 tires. Hydraulic, 92 sq. in. brakes. Recirculating ball- 
type steering gear, with 34-ft. turning circle, 3.5 turns lock-to-lock, 13.5:1 overall 


DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 98 in., overall length 166.5 in., overall height 58 in., over- 
all width 62 in., minimum clearance 6.5 in., front tread 50 in., rear tread 54.9 in., 
weight 2130 Ibs. (2150 Super), weight/bhp ratio 38.8:1 


PRICES: Victor, F.0.B. Vancouver $1895; Victor Super $1995. Price in U.S. to be 


ACCESSORIES: Heater and defroster, turn signals standard. Radio $120.95. No power 





WRAPAROUND VISION is great from 
adjustable, comfortable front seat. 





over a half-mile of deep ruts and wash- 
board at around 40 mph with no bottom- 
ing. The unit construction body is typical- 
ly free of rattles and squeaks, and there 
is little of the drumming you usually 
get with this type of construction. 

The trunk is amazingly roomy for a car 
of less than 100-inch wheelbase. Not only 
is there room for golf clubs; you could 
put your caddy in it, too. 

At the time of test, no one at Bowell- 
McLean Motors, in Vancouver, B.C., where 
we obtained the test car, knew when or 
if the cars would find their way into the 
U.S. At a probable U.S. price of $2195 
this could give the Volvo and Simca a 
good deal of trouble. 


in. Advertised bhp 54.8 @ 4200 rpm. Bhp per 
rpm. 


integral chassis. Front suspension—coil springs. Rear 
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Our European Rumor Mill 


has been working overtime lately. By the time 
this appears in print, some of the grist may 
have proven to be chaff; nevertheless, these 
rumors are of definite interest to all of us. 

A. C, has possible price reduction coming 
up in Ace Aceca . . . Alfa-Romeo is con- 
templating price increase in 1600 series, will 
provide Zagato bodies on some . . . Allard 
trying again with slightly changed Palm 
Beach Model . . . Arnolt-Bristol to have 
new body .. . Austin will have Borg-Warner 
automatic transmissions on their modernized 
95 and 105 series, will have a really new 








NEW BELL 


500 TXx* 
The FIRST Full Face 
Competition Racing Helmet To Use 
the NEW! ENERGY ABSORBING 
NON RESILIENT LINER 


As Specified By The 








55 model ready. Healey may get new front 

end and automatic transmission also . . . | 
Bentley will have an American-type con- | 
vertible as a “production” model at $16,500 | 





CORONET three-wheeler now pow- 
ered by a two-cylinder is due to be 
replaced by a four-wheeler, probab- 
ly using the Standard four as used in 
the Austin A-35 and the Morris 1000. 


. BMW-lIsetta to have 4-seater, twin- 
cylinder engine. The 507 model to go for 
$7600-7900; 503 to go for close to $8800 

. Borgward to have larger engine, auto- 
matic transmission, same body styles . . . 
Citroen planning big sales push behind 
DS-19, not ID-19. 2-CV still to be price 
leader . . . DK W to produce Dauphine-like 
car for $1500, with cruising speed of 75 mph, 
sports car called Auto-Union Type R capable 
of 100 mph . . . Ford to have automatic 
transmissions almost across board. Big sales 
push planned . . . Jensen, at $4900, to be 
sold by some Austin dealers . . . Lancia 
plans new pretty sports car in M-B 190-SL 
market, at price of $5000 . . . Lloyd pulling 
in horns, with deliveries almost stopped .. . 
Jaguar will sell Mark VIII on demand, but 
3.4 and XK-150 coupe and convertible to be 
main line, with XK-140 roadster and revived 
XK-100 (old two-liter) to carry 2.4 engine 
as sport line competing against Austin-Healey 

continued on page 43 





"T say—you've never heard of a windscreen?” 


SNELL FUND STUDY 


THIS STUDY CONDUCTED BY DR. GEO. G. SNIVELY, M.D. IS THE 
FIRST COMPREHENSIVE RACING CRASH HELMET TEST EVER MADE IN 


THIS COUNTRY. 
HELMET WITH VISOR *38.50 LESS VISOR £36.50 


*LICENSED BY TOPTEX 
Our Parts Truck Will Again Be Available At The Bonneville Trials 


3633 E. Gage Ave. 
BELL auto parts AUF. 




















YOUR 
CAR 


REST LE 


All the facts on how to restyle your car are in this 
most complete customizing guide ever published. Cov- 
ers basic style changes and costs; home customizing; 
Striping and flame painting. How to save time and 
money using new fiberglass plastics. How to select 
color schemes. Facts and photos on grille modifica- 
tions; hooded headlights; bumpers, fins. With hun- 

dreds of photos, it’s the custom car book of the year! 


75¢€ AT ALL NEWSSTANDS NOW! 
Or send 85c 


(to cover postage, 
etc.) to: 





TREND BOOKS 
5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 








MICRO-MIDGET RACING is America’s fastest 
growing sport. Now anyone from 18 to 60 
can own a real racing car and have 
all the thrills and excitement of 
SPEEDWA 

















AMERICA’S MOST 





EXCITING SPORT poyyty 
The all-new 1957 COMET is the ultimate on “ara ; 


in Micro-Midgets and has no equal. 
Breath-taking acceleration, 
Precision control, plus « 
outstanding body styling 
and craftsmanship all 
combine to make it 
the BEST 
PERFORMING 
and MOST 
BEAUTIFUL 
small racing 
car ever 
built. 


The HANDBOOK for SMALL RACING CARS 


NOW AVAILABLE, the ali-new | Eéition which is conmenetes phe od 
from wy gt. pene and mor in twice as large. This 
ACTION 1 Plctunes. 


SEND 25¢ FOR ILLUS- 
TRATED LITERA 


an ALL DETAILS OF 
Handbook ‘: with fh EXCITING pares. ee 
PLANS. SPECIFICATIONS, ENGINE INFOR 


sas UB, HOW TO Bul; swronmaTiet. Gace, xan Rene 2 yee nee wouldn't take $100 for it if 
It is iso 2 ETE CA 


RACK a RACING DATA. etc., for . \ a TALOG oie where 
Ls auncers, 500 cc CARS, and MIDGETS. You've never to buy ENGINES. WHEELS, INDIVIDUAL PARTS, SUPPLIES, and COM- 
seen filled with so much ACTION. EXCITEMENT, ona VITAL PLETE CARS. The price for this HUGE Handbook is still OMLY $1.00. 
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“TRIP-L POW-R” 
The Best Life Insurance for New, Old or Rebuilt 


Motors! 
“TRIP-L POW-R" is NO GAMBLE because the 
Three (3) Time-proven Products in “‘TRIP-L 


POW-R"’ are Approved by Leading Car and Truck 
Manufacturers, Champion Race Drivers and 
Many Other Automotive Experts! 

1) Add te Oil © (2) Add to Gas © (3) Add to Radiator 


“TRIP-L POW-R” 


INCREASES: Compression Gas & Oil Mile 
age . Pep & Power. 

PREVENTS: Dry Starts Corrosion Rust & 
Acid Action. Cooling System Seep 
age & Leaks . Excessive Engine 
Wear Water & Anti-Freeze Loss 

FREES: Sticking Valves & Lifters 

REPAIRS: Radiator, Water Pump, Compression 
& Gasket Leaks Cracked Blocks 
& Heads 

PROVIDES: Constant Super-Lubrication 
Faster Starts 

INSURES: Longer, Trouble-Free Engine Life 
Up to 50%). Finest Year ‘Round 
Protection at Lowest Cost 

WORKS: Safely with All Types of Gas 
Oil Anti-Freeze! 

costs: Less than Twentyy Cents (20c) per 


100 Miles! 





Special introductory Order Form! 
Enclosed please find check or money order for 
[J 1 Only 2000 Mile “‘TRIP-L POW-R" Kit, $3.95 
[_} 2 Only 2000 Mile ‘“‘TRIP-L POW-R"’ Kits, $7.50 

includes: Exciusive Service Warning Record! 

Plus: Gas & Oil Mileage Computer! 

Postpaid in U.S.A 


C.0.D. Orders—$1.00 Deposit (Ba 
Postage & Chgs. Collect 
Use Two (2) Kits in New or Rebuilt Motors 
Name — 
Street 7 
City Zone State 


Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money Refunded 


COGSWELL & RENICK @ Distributors 
5492 Trumbull Ave. @ Detroit 8, Michigan 














VOLKSWAGEN TRAILER HITCHES 


Designed especially for the VW-Hitches to fit se 
dans, transporters and Ghias. $22 & up, can be 
hrome plated for an additional $5. Easy to in 
stall—no special tools needed. Order from 
Grand Prix Motors & Mfg. Co. 
700 N. State St., Big Rapids, Mich. 
Dealers inquiries invited 











KEEP THOSE NEW COPIES 
LOOKING SHARP. 


leatherette 
binder keeps 
your monthly 
MOTOR 
TRENDS 

in top shape. 
Makes a 
handy, 
attractive 
reference 
that lasts a 
lifetime. 
Only $2.25. 











MOTOR TREND 


5959 Hollywood Bi., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


Send me MOTOR TREND for one year; | en- 
close $3.00 in check ~~ cosh —  M.O. 





Send me MOTOR TREND binder; | enclose 


$2.25 in _. check ___cash —_M.O. 
NAME 
ADDRESS. 
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tence 

















PRODUCT USE 
TEST 


TRACTION MASTERS 


Tue HOTCHKISS TYPE drive used on 
many cars transmits the torque generated at 
the rear wheels to the frame through semi- 
elliptic springs which suspend the rear end of 
the car. When power is applied to move the 
car forward, the rear axle endeavors to ro- 
tate about its own axis. The forward half of 
the springs bends in an arc as the wheels 
try to travel upward and forward. Under se- 
vere conditions, this action causes the wheels 
to spin and lose traction as they leave the 
ground. 

When the brakes are applied, exactly the 
opposite reaction is obtained as when power 
is applied. The rear axle is forced downward 
as the rear portion of the springs deflects and 
the axle rotates. Actually the spring is tunc- 
tioning as a lever to pry the weight of the 
car upward and this results in a tendency to 
again lift the rear wheels with a resultant 
loss of traction. 

To investigate a means of solving this pe- 
culiarity of the Hotchkiss drive, the MOTOR 
TREND research staff re-acquainted them- 
selves with a set of Traction Masters ( manu- 
factured by the Traction Master Co., 2917 
W. Olympic Blvd., Los Angeles). This de- 
vice consists of a rigid rod containing rubber 
bushings at both ends which is attached to 
the rear axle at one end and to the frame at 
the other. It functions as a semi-rigid exten- 


sion of the axle to the frame to counteract 
deflections of the springs. 

A Ford Ranchero was selected for the test 
because of the broad demands placed on the 
suspension in this type of vehicle. The 
Ranchero is a relatively softly sprung car 
but has more load-weight capacity than many 
standard pick-ups. With heavy loads aboard, 
it was fele that the flattened, high-deflection 
springs would offer a true test of what could 
be done to eliminate undesirable conditions 
encountered during acceleration, braking and 


other driving maneuvers. 





TRACTION MASTERS on Ford Ranchero 


The test resulted in the following observ.- 
tions: 1) There was a definite reduction in 
wheel hop or chatter on loose ground. 2) 
There was an almost complete elimination 
of spring surge when starting or stopping sud- 
denly with heavy loads. 3) There was no 
loss of traction when traversing steep dips 
at an angle. 4) There was no change in rid- 
ing characteristics. —D. H. Moreton 





Hillman Presents “Estate Car’ Wagon 





AN ELEGANT new station wagon joins the 
sedan and convertible to complete the Hill- 
man Minx range, now one of Britain's top 
sellers in export markets. Described by 
Rootes as the “Estate Car” the new model 
has a wheelbase three inches longer than the 
old two-door job, but is slightly shorter over- 
all. The height is cut by nearly 614 inches. 

As all seats are within the wheelbase, rear 
seat width is increased by 10 inches. With 
four adults on board, there is space in the 
rear for up to 400 pounds of freight. With 
rear seats folded to form additional platform 
space, there is room for two adults and cargo 
up to 700 pounds. At rear is a drop-down 


tail gate and lifting full-width window. Body 
is of all-steel unit construction, and is well 
finished in usual Rootes style, with big choice 
of single or dual color schemes to enhance the 
appeal of this stylish town and country cat. 

Power unit is the latest 85-cubic-inch, ohv 
four-cylinder giving 51 bhp, a gain of four 
hp over the previous model. Tires are 5.50x 15 
and the rear axle ratio is 5.22 to 1 against 
4.77 to 1 on the sedan. Price in England 
is £625 ($1750). 

—Gordon Wilkins 

HILLMAN ESTATE CAR—Wheelbase 96 in. Track—front 
49 in., rear 48.5 in. Length 160.5 in. Width 60.75 in 


Height 61 in. Curb weight 2335 Ibs. Brakes—Lockheed 
hydraulic, 8-in. drums. Fuel tank capacity 8.7 gals. 
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Our European Rumor Mill 


continued from page 41 


.. . Lotus to have “production” race car at 
$3200 plus . 
same line, higher prices . . . MG to have 
more horsepower . . . Morgan to eventually 
get Coventry Climax 1100 (67 bhp) engine 
... Morris to have new body shell . . . Nash 
to have a personal sports car, larger model 
Metro... . Panhard to have larger tail lights, 
more parts and service through Citroen . . . 
Peugeot planning U. S. sales push 
Porsche to raise prices . . . Renault to have 
more hp, lower price, more hop-ups 
Riley to have redesigned Pathfinder, more 
chrome, more hp, same high price . . . Rover 
to have automatic transmission, more modern 
styling . . . Saab having trouble keeping 
Sweden interested in continuing support... . 
Simea hp up, price down, more options 
available . . . Singer still has Fiberglas sports 
car with d.o.h.c. engine, but when? 
Skoda trying again with dowdy, well-made 
cheap car .. . Standard will make Vanguard 
II] available on demand with TR-3 engine 
... Talbot planning large price drop, to sell 
on order . . . Triumph’s new model could 
be TR-4 with Fiberglas body . . . Turner 
dealers planning good sales, special may be 
supplied . . . Volkswagen to have larger 
rear window . . . Volvo will continue their 
PV-444 through ‘58, come out with a Kar- 
mann-bodied coupe first of the year, and the 
Amazon late in '58. 





and stay in the spectator area!” 





BLOWER BLOOPER 

Our apologies to the Latham Mfg. Co. of 
West Palm Beach, Fla. for showing the 
wrong curve on our 50-80 mph accel- 
eration test. We stated that the acceler- 
ation figures indicated the high efficiency 
of the Latham Axial-Flow blower, but a 
look at one curve on the graph shows 
otherwise. The actual change in per- 
formance, according to Engineering Edi- 
tor John Booth, is phenomenal. Here are 
the correct figures: 


Mph Time in seconds 
STOCK LATHAM 

0-30 4.6 P 3.8 
0-60 12.2 8.4 
10-80 20.0 13.3 
50-80 11.6 79 














Mercedes-Benz to have 





Arnolt-Bristol Bolide... not easy to achieve is that 
halance between brute performance and all-around utility that 
marks the true dual-purpose sports car. In the Arnolt-Bristol 
Bolide, a most enviable competition record speaks for perform- 
ance; quiet good manners in traffic and remarkable reliability 
speak for everyday usefulness. Except on the race course, you'll 
never need all the acceleration, braking power, and cornering abil- 
ity built into the Bolide, but it’s reassuring to know they’reon tap. 
s. H. ARNOLT, INC. CHICAGO SALES SALONS 


153 East Ohio Street ¢ 5840 North Broadway 
PARTS & SERVICE CENTER: 2130 North Lincoin. Avenue 


LAC 








how good is the Edsel? 


SEE OCTOBER MT 









NOW! Genuine 


CONTINENTAL KITS 


a at HALF of Car Dealer Prices! 
Sa 


Here's the world’s greatest Continental Kit 
























value—at savings up to $100! Glamorous 
| California styling . . . rakish tilt of tire car- 
64 rier is custom-designed for your car, as is 
‘ rs every other part. Stylish wrap-around gravel 
- shields. Heavy 20 gauge tire ring. Sturdy, 
rattle-free! 
COMPARE THESE PRICES! bh Easy to Install Yourself: Kit braces to frame. 
Your choice of open or Tire carrier is factory pre-assembled. Step- 
| closed face plate (please specify) by-step instructions. 
} Chev. 49-57 | Buick 55-57 Cadillac 54-55 “ ——_ . 
| WB Ford 49-57 | Chrysler 56-57 | Lincoln 54-57 we art = yes my Re mage 
| Ply. 55-57 | DeSoto 56-57 splash pan, bumper extension orackets, all- 
$49 50 Dodge 36-57 $79.50 metal tire cover, tire carrier assembly—every- 
: Merc. 52- — : % ‘ gape s: 
Ons. 54-87 Codilles Sb89 thing but emblem. Prime coate d. 
———| Pont. 53-57 Cadillac 56-57 IN LOS ANGELES AREA: Visit our brand new show- 
Buick 54 | Stude. 55-57 | Thunderbird 55 * room at So. Western Ave. 
& W. 65th Se. See one of the most complete Custom 
$69.50 $59.50 $1 19.50 Stores in all the West. 
Tire ring in chrome, $10 extra. Write for 
information on cars not listed. Specify 





make, yr., 









coD. Calif. 


mod., 





tire size & 
25% deposit required. FOB L.A. Postage 
residents add 3% 


if tubeless. 


sales tax. 








CusiOm accessor” 


6417 MT-9 So. Western Ave. 
los Angeles 47, Calif. 
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Your engine runs without adequate lubri- = 
cation for several seconds each time it is 

started. Delicate metal surfaces scrape 

their life away till oi! from the engine 

pump reaches them. PRE-MATIC elimi- ~ 

nates this wear by automatically injecting | « 


UNNECESSARY 
ENGINE WEAR! 


LET PRE-MATIC add years of life to 
your engine by giving it the pro- 
tection of instant lubrication. 





ints 


engine oi! under pressure into the lubri- by Rodger Darling 


cation system when the ignition key is 
turned ‘‘ON"', insuring full tubrication 


before the engine starts. 


End prestart wear and Hydraulic Valve clatter. 
Keep that New Car Performance. Order your 


PRE-MATIC Today. 


Models.for all cars, trucks, tractors and marine engines. 
Send $32.50 for your PRE-MATIC complete with hose 


and fittings. Include year, model and make of car. i 


PRE-MATIC MANUFACTURING CO. ae 3. }; 








Dept. M, 4605 N. E. 118th Avenue « Al 4-4455 yy } 
PORTLAND 20, OREGON > 4 = 
Is your leather or plastic 4 H 


RAM(@OTE 


aS e.o8 oF : 


7 oe ee 


Restores — Colors 

Protects Leather 

leatherette and 
Vinyl! Plastic 


Won't chip or peel. Water- 
proof — fadeproof. Use on 
Luggage, Sports Equip- 
ment, Lounge Chairs, etc. 
See your local dealer or 
write for FREE informa- 


tion and color chart. 


RAMCOTE PRODUCTS 


1141 W. 69th St. 


Chicago 21, Ill., Dept. MT 





upholstery faded or worn? 
RamCote restores the 
original color and texture 
to your car’s upholstery. 
You can change color. 
too! Available in eleven 
standard colors and clear. 
Any shade obtainable by 
inter-mixing colors. Easily 
applied, brush or spray. 

















© Corvette 


TONNEAU COVERS GS” 





Santa Monica, Calif. 





© Thunderbird } 


“FENDERS” FOR YOUR FENDERS—With 


* Mercedes 190 SL * Porsche * Alfa Romeo garages getting mysteriously narrower every 
* MG * Jag and most popular sports cars year, here’s how to avoid scratching your new 
¢ Late model American convertibles 

* Highest Quality 


© Custom Styling car in your close-squeeze garage doorway. 


Write for new illustrated brochure Pad all points of possible contact with buffers 
ROBBINS AUTO TOP COMPANY of heavy, soft rope threaded through holes 
8 oo a ee Ss drilled in the door-jamb as shown in sketch. 





CLEAN THE CLEANER—During dusty sum- 
mertime (in fact, every 2000 miles) you 
should service your car’s air cleaner, but any 
time the outside of the cleaner appears dirty 
it indicates that the inside is even dirtier, 
and the unit should be removed for cleaning. 
Considerable speeding-up of the idled engine 
as the cleaner is taken off discloses a very dirty 
or possibly defective cleaner. If filter unit (or 
oil bath) is found to be mot dirty after a few 
thousand miles, chances are the cleaner isn’t 
working right or air is by-passing it through 
a loose connection. 


POOR MAN’S AIR CONDITIONER—If you 
haven’t bought your automobile air condi- 
tioner yet this may help if hot weather driving 
becomes unbearable: Close the car windows, 
excepting one in the rear which should be 
left open a crack. Place a pail of ice cubes 
or dry ice on the floor directly beneath the 
heater or air vent (intake open). Air flowing 
in over the ice will keep your car cool, man 
. real cool. 


NO CAN? CAN DO—What happens if hot 
weather evaporation makes the addition of 
water to your radiator a must without further 
driving—and you have no container in which 
to carry water? Just pry off a hub cap and 
use it to bring water to your panting car 
from that pond, fountain or faucet. 


SPARE WEAR—Don’t let the summer pass 
with any one tire loafing all season as a spare. 
More than ninety days disuse can deteriorate a 
tire more rapidly—particularly in heat above 
eighty degrees—than normal driving wear. 


DE-BUG YOUR RADIATOR—Keep your en- 
gine from overheating by flushing out leaves 
and insects that block cooling air from the 
radiator core. You wouldn’t drive around in 
warm weather with a blanket covering one- 
quarter of your car’s radiator, yet that’s the 
effect of the average collection of dirt, leaves 


_ and bugs. Give ’em the garden hose from the 


back side of the radiator next time you wash 
your car. 


THEY SHOW UP—Paint your gas tank cap 
and oil filler cap bright yellow and there's 
less chance they'll be mislaid by service sta- 
tion attendants. 











welcomed. Write, or 





CONSIDERED ie 
by cooperative publisher who offers authors ear- ia 
ly publication, higher royalty, national distribu- i A to anchor load rope 
tion, and beautifully designed books. All subjects “§" hook f + 3 


GREENWICH BOOK PUBLISHERS, INC. 
Attn. MR. DICKENS—489 Fifth Av., New York 17, N.Y enenpebuthtee 





send your MS directly. 












to prevent scratching —_»— 





BE AN INDUSTRIAL DESIGNER... 








Combine your design abilities 
with technical aptitudes is 
industrial Design training at 
Art Center School. Work un- 
der practicing professionals fo: 
top jobs as automotive stylists, 
product, package designers. 
Constant demand for gradu- 
ates. 700 students. Fully ac- , 
dentine, Vanpenued trelelen. GOT A HEAVY LOAD TO LUG?—You'll be 
New terms Feb., June, Sept. surprised at the cargo you can carry—canoe, 


ay. camping equipment, ladder, lumber, linoleum, 


Write Mr. Tews, 5353 West Third Street, Los Angeles, Calif. ; : ; 
etc.—by cradling it across a couple of in- 
ART CENTER SCHOOL. || fated inner tubes placed on the car roof, thus 
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providing an adjustable carrier that won't 
scratch or shp. Lash the load down tightly 
with ropes to the bumpers or door handles or, 
best of all, to tape-wrapped “S” hooks hooked 
to the fenders (see sketch). 
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( Advertisement) 


700,000 Individual “Road Tests” Show You How 


MAGNA-POWER CAN HELP YOU CUT YOUR 
CAR OPERATING COSTS AS MUCH AS 30% 


(It keeps your engine 
young and powerful) 


T MAY BE hard to believe that one small, 
I new engine accessory can bring you such 
savings. But the proof is on file! From thou- 
sands of car owners come the sincere and 
grateful reports of lower oil usage, longer 
spark plug life and higher gas mileage with 
the Magna-Power Plug. Too many to be 
doubted—their reports definitely show how 
you too can expect equal savings with the 
Magna-Power Plug in the operation of your 
own car. Why? 

Sulphur and other impurities found in all 
gasolines—even the ‘cleanest’ —burn in your 
engines to form the corrosive, biting, destruc- 
tive gases that eat out your muffler and tail 
pipe. Inevitably, even the newest and “‘tight- 
est” engine allows small amounts of these 
same corrosive, biting, destructive gases to 
“seep” past the pistons and mix with your oil. 
The result? 

They join forces with condensed moisture 
in the engine and the oil to make the power- 
ful acids that eat out the insides of your en- 
gine. Attacking the pistons, rings, cylinder 
walls, bearings, valves, and the oil itself, these 
acids cause the wear that robs you of the full 
surging power your car had when it was new 
—they cause the gunk and goo that clogs and 
chokes your engine and keeps it on the down- 
hill path to expensive operating and repair 
costs. Your own car, if over 6 months old, 
may already show the symptoms of this acid- 
caused damage in increased filter sludge and 
carbon deposits on pistons. 


STOP ACID WEAR WITH 
MAGNA-POWER 


Now letters are pouring in praising the 
work of Magna-Power in neutralizing acids, 
reducing wear and inhibiting sludge and car- 
bon formation. Findings of the Canadian 
National Research Council (Canada’s famed 
research organization) and the Southern 
Analytical Laboratories in Jacksonville, Fla. 
show that this metal used (1) effectively 
neutralizes corrosive engine acids, (2) greatly 
slows down the formation of sludges, gums 


and resins that clog and choke the insides of 
engines and (3) destroys or holds in check 
the catalysts that cause oil break-down prod- 
ucts that load up the combustion chamber 
and foul spark plugs (thus reducing preigni- 
tion and internal shorting.) Also attached to 
the end is a powerful Alnico magnet that col- 
lects iron and steel filings from the circulat- 
ing oil. These are easily removed from the 
oil pan. 





( unretouched ) 


Filter and oil sample (left) from a car 
using a Magna-Power plug show less sludge 
and contaminants—both oil and filter are still 
clean. Filter and oil sample (right) from car 
without Magna-Power show normal heavy de- 
posits at same mileage. 








ba 


(unretouched ) 


Heavy carbon deposits are actually “baked” 
on the piston crown (right). Formation of 
carbon on piston (left) shows remarkable 





difference when resins are inhibited by Mag- 
na-Power. “Build-up of carbon causes loss of 
power and increases oil consumption. 


START GETTING THESE BENEFITS 


With reduced acid wear and sludge forma- 
tion your engine can give the surging power 
it was designed for. You will get quicker 
starts, faster pick-ups, less plug fouling and 
longer plug life. The great reduction of goo 
and gunk in the oil will often double filter 
life and oil changes run to 3,000 or 4,000 
miles at normal driving and much more on 
long trip driving. 

Actual engine. measurements by an inde- 
pendent testing laboratory indicate that en- 
gine life may run as high as 250,000 miles 
before overhaul. This means that your engine 
WILL stay young and powerful far beyond 
any mileage you ever dreamed of! 


Turn the page 
for test results— 
with some of the 

most significant 


and amazing 
endorsements 
ever given to any 
automotive 
product. 





MOTOR TREND/SEPTEMBER 1957 45 














LESS OIL USAGE 
“After 60,000 miles, the motor in my Pontiac was just like 
new. I installed the neutralizer plug in it at about 8000 miles. 
It was using oil at that time. After installing the plug, oil con- 
sumption dropped to a minimum. I changed oil every 2000 
miles without adding any between changes.” 
J.D.N. 
Gainsville, Fla. 


“I bought a 1953 Studebaker for which I bought a Magna- 
Power plug. I traded it in January 28, 1956 on a new Chevro- 
let Station Wagon. I drove the 1953 Studebaker 47,000 miles 
in 26 months and I still got 3,000 miles to a quart of oil. 
I changed oil at that time. I took a trip to Topeka, Kansas last 
September and | didn’t change oil until I returned to L.A., ap- 
proximately 5,000 miles. I used one quart on the trip. I am 
very pleased that I bought the Magna-Power plug. I believe 
it did wonders. I'd like one now for my Chevrolet V8 Station 
Wagon 1956.” 

M. H. B. 

Los Angeles, Calif. 


TRADE-IN VALUE HIGHER 

“I have just traded my 1954 Ford for a 1957 model and am 
not wasting any time in ordering my Magna-Power plug. My 
car had 70,000 miles registered when I traded and can truth- 
fully say I did not at any time burn any oil due to the Magna- 
Power oil plug and radiator insert. My car being above average 
in appearance and mechanically perfect brought me more than 
the book value. It was sold the same day for above the book 
value.” 

A. R. 

New Rochelle, N. Y. 


“Please send me a Magna-Power for a 1956 Mercury Mont- 
clair. Bought one a couple of years ago for a 1954 Mercury 
and I really got top trade in because the '54 ran so smooth.” 
R. A. P. 
Edmond, Oklahoma 


“Enclosed you will find my order for an acid neutralizer for 
my 1956 Ford. I used a Magna-Power neutralizer in my 1954 
Ford which I drove 70,000 miles. I used only two sets of spark 
plugs during this mileage and after the plugs were cleaned 
during my periodic tune-ups, they tested almost as good as 
new. My gasoline mileage remained constantly good and the 
compression after 70,000 miles still checked out to new car 
specifications. The exceptionally good running condition of my 
car enabled me to get an unusually good trade-in price towards 
my 1956 car and the dealer sold my 1954 car within 24 hours 
after taking it in trade. I have been very enthusiastic in recom- 
mending your product to my friends and I certainly want to 


protect my new car with a Magna-Plug.” 
J. W. T. 
Attleboro, Mass. 


SPARK PLUGS LAST LONGER 


“I am sending for my Magna-Power to put on our new car. 
We used our Magna-Power on our 1952 Oldsmobile and 
never had the spark plugs out after we put the Magna-Power 
plug in, almost 30,000 miles. When we traded it off, we were 


adding a quart of oil in about 3,000 miles.” 
C28. D. 
Boise, Idaho 
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WHAT USERS SAY: 


“Put a Magna-Power plug in a 1950 Ford 6 with 50,000 miles 
on it. Installed a new set of plugs and points. At 90,000 miles 
I examined the plugs and I couldn't believe it. They looked 
like new. Hope you have a Magna-Powe: plug for my 
MG-TD.” 
| Rs 
Jacksonville, Fla. 


LOWER MAINTENANCE COSTS 


“I must write you about my Magna Power on my Packard 
Taxicab. I installed it when the car had 27,000 miles on it 
and the car now has 105,000 miles and is still going fine, runs 
very smooth and is not hard on oil yet. My spark plugs have 
over 60,000 miles on them and look good for that much 
more. My car has no work on it in all that time. I change oil 
every 8,000 miles and sometimes more.” 

L. W. 

Tomahawk, Wisconsin 


“I have had one of these neutralizers in my 1952 V8 Chrysler 
95,000 miles and engine is like new and I get 1500 miles to a 
quart of oil. It can save several hundred dollars in repairs. 
“No work on motor only distributor points and spark plugs 
(16,000 miles now and still good )—no sludge.” 
F.A.P. 
Arbuckle, Calif. 


LONGER ENGINE LIFE 


“Please rush me a Magna Power Plug for my new Nash 
Rambler, I had one in my Hudson and also my Plymouth and 
they are both running and in perfect shape. The Hudson has 
90,000 miles or more and the Plymouth has 65,000, neither 
one has had the head off.” 

C. A. @. 

Jefferson City, Mo. 


“I have just traded in my 1949 Plymouth, which I bought sec- 
ond hand. I installed one of your acid neutralizers in the car 
at about 25,000 miles and drove it to 103,000. I am very satis- 
fied with the service I received from my car . . . I believe that 
the Magna-Power plug helped me to receive better than one 
hundred thousand miles from the same Plymouth engine. The 
only trouble 1 had with my car was a busted piston and it 
burned no oil when I traded it in.” 

D.R.P. 

Minneapolis, Minn. 


“In July 1946 I got delivery on my new DeSoto. Several 
months afterwards I read about the Johns Plug and ordered 
one. As of today that car has been over 120,000 miles and 
runs as good as it ever did. In 1955 I bought a new DeSoto, 
however I held on to my old car. Last year I put twice the 
mileage on the 1946 model as on the 1955. You see that after 
using one car for 11 years it is more like a faithful servant 
which has served me well throughout the years. The Johns 
Plug that I am ordering now is for my 1955 model car. Since 
the new car has only 5200 miles on it; the break in period 
should be far enough along to use the Magna-Power Plug. 
D.MLL. 
Birmingham, Ala. 
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PERFORMANCE DATA FROM MAGNA-POWER USERS 


Ford Fairlane 


‘55 


Total engine miles 55,000 
Total with Magna-Power 45,000 
Spark plug life 5,000 


User Comments: “After 55,000 miles I 
got 4,000-plus miles per quart of oil under 
any driving conditions. We're sold!” 

E. E. L. 

Toms River, N. J. 


‘54 Ford Country Sedan 


Total engine miles 61,467 
Total with Magna-Power 50,000 
Spark plug life 40,000 


User Comments: “Plugs installed at 20,- 
000 miles and they are still going with 
two cleanings. As a result of the excellent 
way my car performed I got a top trade- 
in value on my new car—about $300 over 
average for the model year.” 


G. S. McE. 
Decatur, Illinois 
‘53 Ford 
Total engine miles 67,700 


Total with Magna-Power 52,000 
Spark plug life 8,000 
User Comments: “I was using 1 quart of 
oil to 900 miles. After installing Magna 
plug, oil mileage went up to 2,000. Motor 

was operating perfectly at 67,700.” 
H. A. 
E. Boundbrook, N. J. 


Studebaker 


55,000 


‘53 

Total engine miles 

Total with Magna-Power 28,000 

Spark plug life 28,000 
User Comments: “Installed Magna-Power 
at. 27,000 miles. Traded car at 55,000 
miles with same spark plugs. When plug 
installed, car used 1 quart of oil in 2,000 
miles. When traded, it used less.” 


P: Hi. 
Cookeville, Tenn. 
‘52 Buick 
Total engine miles 48,000 
Total with Magna-Power 48,000 
Spark plug life 35,000 


User Comments: “Changed plugs at 35, 
600 miles but doubt they needed it then. 
Still running with as much power as ever 
and not burning any extra oil.” 
Hy. A. 
Modesto, Calif. 


Porsche America 


‘53 


Total engine miles 24,395 
Total with Magna-Power 19,340 
Spark plug life 18,000 


User Comments: “Had frequent tune-ups 
before using Magna-Power, especially 
fouled plugs. Haven't had to take the plugs 
out in 18,000 miles. Engine runs like a 
clock.” 

B.C 

Mount Dora, Florida 


‘ 

53 Chevrolet 
Total engine miles 46,924 
Total with Magna-Power 21,924 
Spark plug life 16,294 


User Comments: “I still have the Chevro- 
let for which I bought the first Magna- 
Power. Believe it or not I get between 
17 and 18 miles per gallon in the city 
and I still have the pickup that the car 
had when it was new. I have become one 
of your stanch boosters.” 

G. F.6. 

Tampa, Florida 


’ 

53 Plymouth 
Total engine miles 22,400 
Total with Magna-Power 14,000 
Spark plug life 16,000 


User Comments: “My mechanic is amazed 
that there is no grit on the dipstick when- 
ever he checks the oil. I never change 
my oil except seasonally and even then it’s 
not necessary. The spark plug mileage 
speaks for itself. The best investment I 
ever made.” 

M. F. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 


‘ 

52 Plymouth 
Total engine miles 43,720 
Total with Magna-Power 23,000 
Spark plug life 23,000 


User Comments: “I installed Magna-Power 
and new plugs at 19,000—never had 
plugs cleaned or gapped—sold car at 
43,720 miles—had extreme pep and pow- 
er—changed oil at 2.500 usually about 
1 pint low—was averaging on road about 
17.4 mpg—it’s well worth the invest- 
ment.” 





W. F. D. 
Martinsville, Va. 


WHY MAGNA-POWER IS 
NOT ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT 


A new car, or one that has been rebuilt, 
should go through a break-in period. During 
the auto's first 1,000 miles rings are seated 
and the new engine, through a small amount 
of necessary wear, “loosens up” for maximum 
efficiency. The time to install Magna-Power 
in a new car is at*the end of the break-in 
period when you change oil. 


$ 4% 


Pat. Appl. For 





4 

55 
Total engine miles 
Total with Magna-Power 
Spark pl=s life 


Volkswagen 
24,000 
23,000 
24,000 
User Comments: “Since installing your 
plug my spark plug set is still functioning 
well at 24,000 miles. 8,000 to 10,000 
miles was my previous experience.” 

S. E. A. 

Los Angeles, Calif. 


‘54 Ford 
Total engine miles 68,490 
Total with Magna-Power 63,490 
Spark plug life 23,000 


User Comments: “Your plug looks very 
good. Still getting almost 2,000 miles be- 
fore adding a quart of oil. Points have 
been good for about 23,000 miles.” 


J.B. 
East Hartford, Conn. 


YOU'LL WANT THESE 
BENEFITS FOR YOUR 
OWN CAR 


If Magna-Power can increase your car's 
useful life, maintain its like-new perform- 
ance and cut your costs of operation to a new 
low—isn’t it worth the trial? We make no 
claims that are not substantiated by the success- 
ful experience of hundreds and thousands of 
car owners who have become satisfied users 
and endorsers of Magna-Power over the last 
few years. 


30-DAY FREE TRIAL— 
SEND NO MONEY 


Fill out the coupon and mail it to us today! 
Try the Magna Power for 30 days at our 
expense—we know from our thousands of 
satisfied users that you too will find it safe 
and effective. 

Canadian orders filled from Toronto—190 
Brookside Ave., Toronto 9—no duty, no red 
tape . . . $4.95 each. Available for all Euro- 
pean and U.S. cars, trucks, buses, etc. Indi- 
cate year and make with all orders. 


 paieniententeniententententestetententetentententenl 


| (Use Margin It Needed ) 


I MAGNA-POWER CORP., Dept. M9 
| Middlesex, N. J. 


| My car is a ( make ) ( year) 


| Send me a Magna Power for my car on your 30- 

j day FREE TRIAL. If I like Magna-Power, | will 
promptly send $4.95 (plus 25c postage and han- 
dling) Otherwise | will return Magna-Power and 
owe you nothing! 

| SAVE—Send $4.95 with order and we pay 
postage—handling—Money back guarantee. 


| NAME 


" ADDRESS 


I city, ZONE, STATE 
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driving 
Ysgol elas 


luo GIVE YOU a check right now for that car! Or, if you can’t 
sell it to me now, can I order one? It és the "58 Corvette, isn’t it?” 

This, coming from a native Detroiter, struck me as completely 
contradictory to the usual blasé attitude of Motor City citizenry. 
Sure—he had probably seen pictures of this Corvette which was 
one of several that had been especially styled by the General 
Motors Styling Section as experiments in Fiberglas. But seeing 
a car in photos and seeing it in the flesh are two different things. 
Besides, I had no MOTOR TREND signs on it, the license plate 
was not a manufacturer’s plate, and there was no other way 
for the prospective Chevrolet customer to determine if the car 
he was seeing was an early-released 58 model, or an even rarer 
custom job. 

The major changes from a stock 57 Corvette that struck 
this particular individual (and others in the few days I drove 
the car in and around the Detroit area) were: the lengthened 
hood and dropped snout, the fin grafted onto the middle of the 
rear deck, the airscoops in the doors and the superb metallic 
blue finish with interior to match. Other slight styling differences 
were the covered tail lights, the fake hood louvers (making the 
hood twice as heavy because another Fiberglas lining was used 
to achieve the desired effect), parking lights and backup lights. 

What styling features may be borrowed from this car for 
the 58 Corvette is a matter of conjecture at this time, but it’s 
my guess that the longer look—for one—will show up. It would 
be relatively easy to make the scoops functional for brake cooling 
by putting an opening at the rear of each door with a cor- 
responding opening in the front of each fender. It would 
also seem desirable to have a bit more protection for the parking 
lights which seem highly vulnerable to bumper bangers. 

The chassis and fuel-injected 250-horsepower engine of this 
Corvette are what you can get at (m)any Chevy showrooms. 
The same goes for the four-speed gearbox. It has been impossible 
to trace the source of design for this box (simply because 
Chevrolet won't talk), but whoever’s responsible should take a 
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deep bow. In print I’ve raved about the Mercedes-Benz 300-SL 
box and the Pont-a-Mousson box on the Facel Vega. This one 
is every bit as good as either and/or both of them! 

The Chevrolet release we received a few issues ago states: 
“The four forward speeds of the new transmission are synchro- 
nized to provide a swift and smooth response. . . . The close 
ratio gears also permit easy downshift to make maximum use 
of the engine for braking as an added safety factor. . . .” They 
sure glossed over the facts! 

When you can whip the stick around from one gear to any 
other the way you'd stir a can of paint, that’s a gearbox that’s 
synchronized. And when you can downshift from second to first 
at 40 mph without double clutching, that’s slightly more than 
just an ‘ . easy downshift . . .” Maybe this box is slightly 
better than the stock box you can order for an extra $188.30 
as a factory option, but I doubt it. This particular Corvette 
has been around in its present form since last fall, has been 
driven by many different people, and so—if anything—should 
be in worse shape than what you might expect to get from a 
dealer. 

The outstanding improvement of the four-speed box over the 
three-speed (outside of the ease of shift) is the use of closer 
ratios. The ratios of the three-speed box are 2.21 to 1 for first, 
1.32 to 1 for second, 1 to 1 for third. The four-speed ratios 
are 2.20 to 1 for first, 1.66 to 1 for second, 1.31 to 1 for third, 
and direct for fourth. These ratios allow you speeds of 50 mph in 
first at 5500 rpm, 66 in second at 5500 rpm, and 85 mph in 
third at the same rpm. At 4000 rpm in top gear, the Corvette 
was loafing at 80 mph, which would indicate that its top speed 
would be somewhere around 120 mph. 

These close ratios allow not only for greater flexibility between 


gears, but for a quicker jump. A three-speed box and fuel injec- — 


tion can take a Corvette to 80 mph in a bit over 11 seconds. 
Just changing the box will get you there almost a second sooner. 
And that would appear to be soon enough. 
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CEAUTIFUL INTERIOR of the special Corvette is in hand- | GEARSHIFT is close at hand, has standard H pattern with 

some metallic leather. Pleated rolls are used on the reverse off to left and up. Cutaways show short, sturdy 

bucket seats, beneath the pedals and as kick pads. linkage and power flow from engine via transmission. 
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by William Carroll 


Ir SEEMS SO SIMPLE! All we must do is attach the devices to 
our V8, total gas savings each manufacturer promises, then 
relax. Our “high performance,” “perfect running,” “smoother 
than eyer before,” “accelerate like a jack rabbit” engine will 
provide gasoline mileage beyond the very finest of techni- 
colored dreams. At least that’s what some advertisements imply. 

It may be unfair to want to know exactly how good mileage 
makers and performance improvers really are. But fair or not— 
we decided to check a representative sampling. Purchases were 
made on the open market of a set of original equipment spark 
plugs, another set of eight multi-point plugs guaranteed for 
an unusually long time, dual breaker point kit, ignition spark 
booster, perforated carburetor idle jet needles, and fuel mixture 
vaporizer. Each was advertised as a provider of startling econ- 
omy and/or fabulous performance. 

The camel on which our straws were loaded was a 1955 
Mercury with automatic transmission, four-barre! carburetor, 
and 24,000 miles on the odometer. The old breaker points 
were in fair shape, while eight off-brand spark plugs had 
suffered through 9000 miles of service. A dangerously empty 














gas tank was filled (and kept full) with Mobilgas Special, to 
insure an unvarying supply of fuel for both the road and 
dynamometer tests. 

FOR ROAD TESTS the Merc was driven 12 miles to a flat stretch 
of highway, by which time it was well warmed up. Each device 
was installed, run in for a few minutes, then its effects on idle 
rpm and air/fuel mixture were recorded. Acceleration tests were 
performed by a series of “drags” 0 to 60 in D and a second 
series 0 to 40 in Low. 

After each device was fully tested, it was removed from 
the engine, which was then returned to stock condition before 
another device was installed. All tests were repeated, in the 
same direction on the same section of highway. 

In stock condition the Merc provided nominal acceleration 
times and locked throttle speeds. Inasmuch as ignition and 
carburetion were known to be a mediocre average, our test 
procedure left room for the devices to do good— if they had 
the slightest improvement potential. 

The day following road tests we drove the Merc to Monise 
Motors in Pasadena, Calif.. where a new Clayton chassis 
dynamometer had just been installed and tested. At Monise, 
both Merc and dyno were run for 20 minutes to stabilize 
operating condition before any recordings were made. As during 
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the road tests, each device was installed on the stock engine, 
tested, then removed before the next item was tried. 

WE FIRST TRIED a set of premium price ($1.20 each) nation- 
ally advertised, multi-point spark plugs. Each plug has a vast 
number of spark points, and advertisements claim the arcing 
atea is supposed to move around the complete circle. That 
this is impossible was discovered when féeler gauge measure- 
ments disclosed central electrodes so far off center that gaps 
varied from .018 to .045-inch on the same. new plug. 

Observing their operation in a pressurized plug tester veri- 
fied our opinion that no matter how many gaps the plug had, 
it would spark only at those points nearest the center electrode. 
All eight plugs were tested: one fired from three points most 
of the time, two fired from two points, and the remainder 
would fire from only one point—no matter what test pressure 
was used. 

In our car, the practical value of such plugs was demonstrated 
by slightly increased idling speed. But there were no important 
changes in acceleration times, compared to the previously tested 
set of factory specified spark plugs. The self-cleaning feature 
and the longer lite attributed to such multi-point spark plugs 
are considered questionable because the recessed gaps are hard 
to scavenge, and ignition of the charge at speed may be 
more difficult to produce for a given gap spacing. Another 
point mentioned is the difficulty of cleaning lead compound 
from semi-enclosed spark gap plugs. Lead compounds lose 
electrical resistance when heated by full throttle acceleration, 
making a leakage path to ground. 

A SET OF DUAL BREAKER points was added next. There is little 
controversy over the value of a dual point set, for it’s usually 
agreed among ignition engineers that dual point ignition #s 
capable of improving coil output. An increase in cam dwell 
angle, created by the overlapping action of a dual point set, 
causes the coil circuit to be fed with electricity for a longer 
period of time between spark discharges. 
This stuffs more electricity into the coil, 
resulting in a more potent spark. Their 
value seems unquestioned for maximum 
output engines. 
NEXT, A “PITCHMAN’S JEWEL.” Sure- 
ly you have attended county fairs where 
the “Handy-Dandy Little Spark Coil” was 
: being pitched for any sum from 50 cents 
to $5. It’s a simple device in a handsome 
_ plastic case, placed in the center socket of 
the distributor cap, where the coil’s high 
tension wire is fed into it. Known to the 
trade as a “Spark Booster,” these dandy 
gadgets used to do an impressive job, 
particularly if the demonstration engine had plugs gapped just 
a little wider than usual. Spark boosters are nothing more 
than an inexpensive resistance unit forcing the coil to build 
up slightly more voltage before discharging past the spark 
plug gap. 

Installed in our Mercury, it did practically nothing that 
hadn’t already been accomplished when we put in a new set 
of plugs. In fairness to the manufacturer, it should be men- 
tioned that 1957 Buicks use resistance type ignition wiring, 
and Chrysler products feature resistor spark plugs—which 
devices reduce the wear and tear on spark plug gaps. However, 
the value of ignition resistance installation is still subject to 
debate by automotive engineers. It is ceftainly beyond the 
scope of our test to attempt resolution of the question. Of the 
new cars, some ignitions use resistance and some don’t. Take 
your pick. 

AIR BLEED NEEDLES for carburetor idle mixture adjustments 
came next. They add air to the idle mixture—plus dirt. When 
initially installed they provided fncreased idling speed. We had 
to enrich the mixture to regain a really smooth idle, which 
adjustment no doubt merely restored the proper idle air/fuel 
ratio our carburetor had in the first place. Acceleration times 
‘ continued on page 59 
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a laboratory on wheels 


Nor OFTEN DO YOU FIND a custom car that challenges the 
imagination of automotive enthusiasts as greatly as Jim Butler's 
radically restyled 1955 Studebaker coupe, our custom of the 
month. Butler, an instructor at E] Camino College in the south 
part of Los Angeles, dreamed up and executed all the styling 
innovations himself. There is more to the car’s appearance than 
meets the eye, for it literally is a laboratory on wheels. The 
mechanical gadgetry includes an electronic monitoring device, 
which is used to control automatic steering and the other electrical 


devices on the car. The automatic steering, incidentally, really 
works. On a test drive with Butler, we experienced the sensation 
of going around a curve in the road without the driver touching 
the steering wheel. Although he admits its impracticability for 
normal everyday use, Butler is experimenting with another device 
which prevents the custom from running into any object ahead 
of the car. When you're travelling at 50 mph towards a brick wall 
and your car comes to a stop without your touching the brake 
pedal, you realize that here is a custom that is truly sensational! 


story and photos by James E. Potter 
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WHAT APPEARS to be a TV set nestled neatly under dash 
is an electronic monitor unit designed to control auto- 
matic steering and other electrical devices on car. Left 
knob on set controls audio signal; center, sending signal; 


ENGINE FEATURES Offenhauser equipment, twin Strom- 
bergs which have metering device for special fuel, and a 
fuel tank for ram thrust booster system in tail pipes. 
All special systems were designed and built by owner. 


right, strength of radio signal. Screen shows blip and 
warning lights for power failure on any of the circuits. 
The RCA record player has been converted into a hi-fi 
system with extra speakers located in front and rear. 


OBSERVATION GLASS was made from 
a 1949 Plymouth rear window; top of 
car was re-arched and raised one 
inch in front to accommodate in- 
stallation. Cost was only $8 complete. 





GRILLE WAS HANDFORMED from one-inch tubing; chrome mesh 
was installed over headlights; parking lights are '56 Buick. 

















HUGE CIRCULAR TAIL LIGHTS have four-inch exhaust boost pipes mounted in 
their centers. Lower contoured pan section in rear does double duty as a 
styling gimmick and as a bumper. Built-in rear jacks aid tire changing. 
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E xcetent TREATMENTS of the driving compartment 
(shown at left and below) will give you food for thought 
if you're considering restyling the interior of your car. 
Designed by such outstanding European custom car body 
builders as Ghia and Farina, one feature seems to be 
consistent in each of the foreign-built customs; they are 
done in tasteful luxury, with an amazing emphasis on the 
best possible comfort for driver and passengers. Contoured 


bucket seats predominate, and the upholstery installation . 


itself is designed to conform to these contours, each com- 
plementing the other. You'll notice, also, that carpets, kick 
panels, and gearbox hump are covered, giving a finishing 
touch to interior. 


PHOTOS BY GEORGE BARRIS, JAMES E. POTTER AND JOE H. WHERRY 
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Despite THE FACT that the interiors of production 
automobiles from Detroit are nearing the ultimate in lux- 
ury, customizers continue to tear out the stock upholstery 
and replace it with their own ideas of elegance. Diamond- 
shaped Naugahyde is used in restyled interior at top, 
left, with rear seat speaker installed in chrome mesh 
between seats. A TV set sits on tunnel on floor. Other 
examples show horizontal pleats used with a series of four 
diamonds, buttons in diamonds in contrasting black and 
white material, chrome mesh side panels with pleated 
white Naugahyde, and a front seat in pleats and rolls. 
These are all top-grade installations, made by owners 
who have taken a little extra pride in their cars. 
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A VERY FITTING INQUIRY — for at the 
recent SCCA Cumberland, Md. races a 
number of the drivers swapping ends must 
have asked this same question. We don’t 


especially 
sitting right in the middle of it! 
photos by Hugh Harkins 
























continued from page 50 


Iwere fairly constant and there was little 
change in the final air/fuel mixture. The 
value of such units lies mainly in their 
| possible correction of faulty idle adjust- 
ment, which is borne out by this quo- 
tation from a current advertisement: “No 
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Phelp if carburetor ‘perfect.’” Like many 
carburetor attachments, needles and bleeder 
valves are only valuable if basic carbure- 
tion is off balance. 

MOST SURPRISING of all our tests was 
next: installation of dual whirly-gigs be- 
tween carburetor and manifold. This is 
a device with fan blades to mix the vapor, 
a piece of window screen to do some- 
thing else (?), and a _ reed-controlled 
bleeder valve to pour air into the ven- 
turis as manifold vacuum drops. It im- 
proved economy—but by leaning out the 
mixture to the danger point. Long distance 
high speed runs with an extremely lean 
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mixture could result in burned valves 
and spark plugs. Besides, devices placed 
in the carburetor throat reduce high speed 
performance by virtue of restricting the 
maximum of air flow. 
THERE’S NEVER BEEN ANY. QUESTION 
but that the American public likes gadgets 
such as shiny gas savers for the carbu- 
retor, weird attachments for the tail pipe, 
and spark intensifiers. But if there really 
were a gas saving device or chemical 
which could improve the mileage of a 
properly adjusted engine, rest assured it 
would be factory equipment. Imagine the 
sales lead Hudson or Packard would have 
if their makers could produce a large car 
that accelerated with the best of them 
while giving 85 miles to the gallon of gas! 
So the next time you’re concerned with 
gasoline mileage or economy devices, check 
with yourself. Is your car tuned to take 
advantage of modern gasoline, and do you 
avoid wasteful driving habits? With at- 
tention to both factors, and an honest 
answer to both questions, you will enjoy 
all the real economy and pleasure of 
driving provided by modern gasolines and 
modern engines. 











Ar THE THIRD ANNUAL Steam Car 
Meet, August 16-18, at Kent University, Kent, 
Ohio, almost 100 steam powered cars will 
be puffing in all their glory. Among those 


attending will be Forrest R. Detrick of 
Worthington, Ohio, who has fostered the 
building of a new steam car model—the De- 
trick $-101—in collaboration with engineer- 
designer Lee Gaeke and builder William H. 
Mehrling. 

As opposed to the Stanley Steamer’s slide 
valve design, the Detrick engine—two cyl- 
inders with four-inch bore and _five-inch 
stroke—features a four-valve poppet arrange- 
ment of the uniflow type. The steam enters 
on one side of the cylinder and passes out, in 
the same direction, through the other. This 
offers a definite advantage over a slide valve 
engine where one port serves as both intake 
and exhaust, resulting in heat loss inefficiency. 

The Detrick Steamer utilizes a modified '53 
Ford F-100 pickup chassis whose wheelbase 
has been stretched to 127 inches. The long 
hood—covering everything except the engine 











New Detrick Steam 
Engine Unit May Be 
Offered to Public 


—was intentionally designed to look like that 
of the pre-World War I Stanleys. The func- 
tional grille is actually a heat exchanger, with 
the hollow grille members lowering the tem- 
perature of the water taken from the supply 
tank before it is injected into the atmospheric 
condenser. 





Detrick (r.), engineer Gaeke study steamer. 


As pictured in not quite finished form (a 
Fiberglas after body is planned), the car 
weighs 3400 pounds including 20 gallons of 
No. 1 fuel oil (enough for 150 miles) and 
30 gallons of water (sufficient for 200 miles). 
Present speed of 60 mph will be increased by 
faster gearing. 

Detrick intends to make complete boiler- 
condenser-burner-engine units available on 
order. As yet no price has been set, but by 





NOW! Add a custom feature 
to your car at Low cost! 





The Original CAR-Y-ALL 
Arm Rest — Storage Com- 
partment — Seat Divider — 
Kiddie Seat... ALL IN ONE 


Comfortable arm rest for front or back seat plus 
seat divider. MORE, it’s an all-purpose storage 
compartment complete with Nylon Whisk Brush, 
more spacious than your glove compartment! And 
you won’t have to fumble for ftems like tissues, 
tobacco, maps, tools, camera, samples, etc.—they’ll 
be right there at your fingertips! Quality crafted, 
saddle stitched luggage type construction, with piano 
hinged lid. Available in 6 colors: Red, Blue, Tan, 
Grey, Green, or Black. Adjustable wire frame holds 
CAR-Y-ALL securely in place. Excellent item for 
gift giving too! 


$795 |. 
Post. Paid 
NU-ITEMS CORP. 


146-45 Horace Harding Expressway, Flushing 67, N.Y. 


AIR CONDITION 
Your Car & Save 


by installing our complete kit yourself. Only $260, 

FOB N.Y. Write or call for information. 
AUTOMOTIVE AIR COND. CO. 

57-17 79th Av., Glendale 27, Queens, N.Y. He 3-7080 


Dealer Inquiries Invited 
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late fall he hopes to be turning out units at 
the rate of 200 per year. —Joe H. Wherry 





ALMQUIST ENG.¢ Dept. mrs-9 » MILFORD, PA 
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INTO DOLLARS! 


NEW songwriters, poets share $33 millions 
yearly. ——- Composed, PUBLISHED, 
Promoted. Appraisal, info FREE from... 


NORDYKE Music Publishers 
6000 Sunset, HOLLYWOOD 28 V, Calif. 
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Make More Money in 


AUTO MECHANICS 


Learn at home in spare time. Low tuition ‘*All-in- 
one"’ Shop Method course covers Overhaul, Soup- 
up, Tune-up, Fuel Injection—ALL OTHER PHASES!!! 
You get everything you need for success in 
America's BIGGEST Industry. We also give you 
Motor Analyzing Set; Socket Wrench Set, and 
complete Tool Set. Write for Information. 
Send coupon TODAY for FREE BOOK & 
SAMPLE LESSON. NATIONAL SCHOOLS 


|] National Schools Dept. DW-97 
| 4000 So. Figueroa Los Angeles 37, Calif. 
Send Free Auto-Diesel Opportunity Book Today. 














j Name. Age. 
| Address, 
1 City. State. ' 











CD Check if interested OLY in Resident Schoo! Training ot Los Angeles ‘ 
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Despite GLOOMY PREDICTIONS of dis- 
aster, and the abstention of the European 
Association of Professional Drivers, the 
Monza 500-Mile race was run off without 
serious incident and proved less of an ordeal 
for the drivers than had been expected. The 
American contingent was enthusiastic. They 
justified their faith in the race by collecting 
all the major cash awards—and all but one of 
the lap leadership prizes—in a race which 
was faster than Indianapolis, and run in 
hotter weather. But their cars took a severe 
pounding from the bumps of the banked 
corners so that only three of the nine Amer- 
ican cafs were running at the finish. This 
was despite much high-speed work during 
the two one-hour rest periods repairing split 
frames, fuel tanks and radiators, changing 
dampers and attending to ailing engines. 

The only European representatives, the 
Jaguar team of the Ecurie Ecosse, gave a fine 
display of high-speed reliability, bringing all 
their three cars to the finish, without any re- 
pairs during the race; they collected around 
$8500 for a very sporting effort in pitting 
sports two-seaters, with dynamos and lights, 
against the American single-seaters with much 
larger and more powerful engines, although 
they had only a few hours to check the cars 
over after their triumph at Le Mans the 
previous weekend (see page 62). 

Jimmy Bryan, in the Dean Van Lines Spe- 
cial, won the race at 160.315 mph, two laps 
ahead of Troy Ruttman in the John Zink 
Special and seven laps ahead of Johnnie Par- 
sons in the Agajanian Special. Next came the 
three Jaguars driven by Fairman, Lawrence 
and Sanderson. These were the only finishers 
out of 12 starters. 

This first confrontation of American and 
European machines was expected to produce 
many new problems, and for safety’s sake, 
the race was divided into three sections of 
63 laps, with an hour for repairs and adjust- 
ments between each. 
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During the qualifying period, Betrenhausen 
on the supercharged Novi lapped the 2.64- 
mile track in 53.7 secs, at a speed of 177.047 
mph. This was far above the 20-year-old 
record for a lap in a European race set up by 
Lang on a Mercedes at the Avus, Berlin at 
171.5 mph in 1937. Andy Linden on the 
McNamara Special and Pat O'Connor on the 
Sumar also got around in under 55 secs. 

This raised some hopes that Lang’s lap 
speed, and his record for a European race of 
163.2 mph would be beaten, but the Firestone 
ire technicians advising the Americans, and 
unlop advising Jaguar, had to point out that 
such speeds were increasing the rate of wear 
and would make tire changes necessary during 
heats. The weight of the car is in effect 
doubled every 30 seconds as it flicks over 
onto the banking, and the weather was very 
hot on race day: 104°F in the sun and 
124°F on the concrete surface. 

The Jaguars had insufficient body clearance 
to permit an increase of tire or wheel size, 
which would have helped to counteract the 
eftects of centrifugal force. While the Amer- 
icans were using 8.00-18 Firestones at the 
rear, specially designed for the Monza track, 
the Jaguars were fitted with racing tires with 
thinner treads to reduce the risk of the treads 
being thrown off. They were not planning to 
lap at under a minute, so they had to match 
endurance against speed. Lawrence was driv- 
ing the 3.8-liter fuel injection car which had 
won at Le Mans six days previously, Fairman 
had the 3.4-liter car which came second, and 
Sanderson had another 3.4-liter D-type. Paul 
Russo's Novi broke its clutch after qualifying, 
and Behra’s Maserati was withdrawn after 
qualifying, as there was not time to finish all 
the work on steering, suspension and trans- 
mission, to adapt it to the American wheels 
and tires. This left nine American starters: 
Tony Bettenhausen (Novi), Pat O'Connor 
(Sumar), Andy Linden (McNamara), Bob 
Veith (Estes Special), Eddie Sachs (Robbins 





‘Bryan wins at faster pace than at Indy— 


Special), Jimmy Bryan (Dean Van Lines 
Special), Ray Crawford (Mirror Glaze Spe- 
cial), Johnnie Parsons (Agajanian Special), 
Troy Ruttman (Zink Special), and the Jags. 

The start was in Indianapolis style each 
time, with the cars rolling round for a lap 
behind a pace car. At the end of the first lap, 
it was Jack Fairman who came by well in 
the lead with the Jaguar, making sure of at 
least one prize for race leader before his tires 
got hot. Then the American cars engulfed 
him. Bettenhausen fought with Sachs, O’Con- 
nor and Bryan until stops at the pits for 
throttle adjustment, tires and plugs dropped 
him out of the picture. O'Connor and Bryan 
then fought it out, with Linden in third place 
and Sachs dropping to fourth. Bryan won the 
first section at an average speed of 159.63 
mph, with O'Connor second, Linden third. 

During the rest period, the McNamara 
had dampers changed and a radiator leak sol- 
dered, the Robbins Special got new dampers 
(the rear of the body had been hitting the 
track ), the Sumar had a gear change and new 
bolts in the chassis, the Mirror Glaze had 
repairs to a split tank and cracked frame, the 
Estes crew changed dampers and welded an 
exhaust bracket, and the Novi crew decided 
not to restart, after struggling with tank 
leakages. 

On the second 63-lap section, speeds rose. 
O'Connor took the lead from Sachs and 
Bryan, but after 16 laps he was out with 4 
split tank. Meanwhile, Veith -had lived 
through some exciting moments when his 
steering column came adrift, but the curve 
of the banking held his car on course and he 
was able to stop without much trouble. Said 
Veith gratefully afterwards, “In all my yeats 
of racing I have never raced on such a safe 
speedway. If this had happened anywhere 
else I should either have been killed on the 
spot, or have gone over the fence, but the 
banking kept the car on the line and | was 
able to stop in the pit area.” 
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500-MILE RACE CONFOUNDS CRITICS © 


Sachs held the lead until the 44th lap, 
when he retired with engine trouble, leaving 
Bryan in the lead, pursued by Ruttman and 
Parsons. Linden had already disappeared with 
a split tank, and at the end there were only 
four cars left, one of which, the Mirror Glaze, 
had been ominously trailing a smoke cloud 
for many laps. Bryan again finished first, this 
time at an average speed of 160.194 mph, 
with Ruttman and Parsons chasing him home. 

During the secgnd repair session, mechan- 
ics slaved to fit new studs to the camshaft 
cover of the Mirror Glaze, and when the 
final section started, they were still struggling 
to replace the exhaust camshaft. The car 
restarted seven laps behind the others, but 
retired trailing oil after one lap. O'Connor 
led, but at eight laps retired with a split fuel 
tank. There were now only three American 
cars left, driven by Ruttman, Bryan and Par- 
sons, with Fairman on the leading Jaguar 
ready to step into the big money at the slight- 
est faltering by the surviving Americans. 
Ruttman set the pace, but could never gain 
more than about 32 seconds on Bryan. 
Though he won the third section at 158.598 
mph, ahead of Bryan and Parsons, his accumu- 
lative time was higher than Bryan’s. This 
placed the Dean Van Lines in first place as 
the overall winner. Bryan had finished 189 
laps in 3 hrs. 7 mins. 5.9 secs. or an average 
speed of 160.315 mph. Ruttman (Zink Spe- 
cial) was second with 187 laps, Parsons 
(Agajanian Special) was third with 182 
laps. Fairman, Lawrence, and Sanderson 
(Jaguars) completed 177, 171, and 159 laps, 
tespectively. The fastest lap of 54.1 seconds 
(175.739 mph) was turned by Bryan. 

The American cortingent, with their bril- 
liant striped shirts and cowboy hats, brought 
a lot of color to Monza, but the Europeans 
were much more impressed with their serious- 
ness, and the excellent preparation of their 
cars. It is easy to argue that these American 
Monsters, with their offset engines, two-speed 


with no serious accidents 


se 


gearboxes and old-fashioned rigid-axle sus- 
pension systems designed to take left-hand 
corners only, are the antithesis of technical 
progress; and that the drivers’ main attributes 
appear to be courage, physical endurance, and 
a strong right foot to keep the throttle open— 
but they rode the bumps of the banking 
remarkably well. Actually, more driving skill 
is needed at Indianapolis where the cars are 
drifting the almost unbanked turns at 120- 
130 mph. 

There must be many Europeans, who hav- 
ing seen the race, will wonder whether it 
was not condemned too hastily. The brave 
performance of the Jaguars, without any spe- 
cial preparation, showed that there are a 
number of European cars which, properly 
prepared, could have put up a strong chal- 
lenge to the Americans. The modern road 
racing car swerving and drifting at high speed 
through the varied hazards of a road circuit 
represents a much higher technical achieve- 
ment, and demands an infinitely higher level 
of driving skill. These are facts well known to 
drivers, engineers and the press, but rela- 
tively few of the spectators appreciate them 
at first hand. 

Motor racing is a commercial spectacle. 
The great stands at Monza as elsewhere, are 
on the straight, and what the spectator sees 
is a lot of cars going past quickly in a straight 
line. What he saw at the Monza 500 was cars 
going past more quickly, at more frequent in- 
tervals. To see the great American machines 
thundering past reminded one irresistibly of 
the great days of the Outer Circuit at Brook- 
lands. Owing to the lack of any Italian chal- 
lenge, the crowd was small—about 20,000. 
Ing. Bacciagaluppi of the organizing commit- 
tee told me the rae would probably show 
a loss of nearly $85,000, but every effort 
will be made to organize it again next year 
on a broader basis. Certainly the Americans 
will profit from their experience to produce 
cars which will last the distance and tires 





by Gordon Wilkins, Overseas Correspondent 


which will permit still higher speeds. All cars 
next year, for example, will probably use 
steel tanks (like the finishers) in place of 
aluminum. If present engine sizes are main- 
tained (256 cu. in. unblown and 151 cu. in. 
supercharged) they anticipate lap speeds of 
over 180 mph. There seems little possibility 
of changing engine sizes in the immediate 
future, as the car owners have so much money 
locked up in them. 

Neubauer, Racing Director of Mercedes- 
Benz, who was an interested spectator, told 
me, “Here you can prepare for Indianapolis 
without having to go there.” The race has 
demonstrated what those of us who have 
driven there for hours on end in record at- 
tempts already know—that the Monza speed 
circuit is a valuable testing ground which 
will quickly reveal the weak points in chassis 
ot bodywork. Duane Carter said that in the 
future any European driver wishing to com- 
pete at Indianapolis will be required to pro- 
duce evidence of having qualified at Monza, 
in addition to the usual qualification laps et 
Indianapolis. 

The plea that there was insufficient time 
for the European constructors to prepare cars 
for this year’s race has been rejected by Gio- 
vanni Canestrini, leading Italian journalist 
and member of the organizing committee. 
He points out that proposals for a common 
agreement on engine size between Europe 
and America have been before the FIA since 
1951. The regulations for this race were 
known to interested parties in October last. 
Moreover, Italian constructors already have 
experience of building cars for Indianapolis, 
and have firsthand experience of the special 
problems posed by the Monza high-speed 
circuit, which the Americans lacked. In some 
quarters it is even being suggested that there 
has been defeatism in Europe. The Monza 
event is certainly going to inject a new ele- 
ment into the anxious discussions now so 
prevalent on the future of motor racing. 
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ANNUAL AUTOMOBILE REVIEW 


WEITMANN 


Jaguars Ist, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 6th at Le Mans. Lotus Ist and 2nd on Index. 


L: MANS 1957, 25th event of the series, 
was a triumph without precedent for the 
British motor industry. In a race where 33 
out of the 54 starters failed to finish, all five 
privately-owned and entered Jaguars finished, 
taking first, second, third, fourth and sixth 
places. The first four broke the previous race 
record, with the winning team of Flockhart- 
Bueb averaging 113.84 mph for 2732.4 miles. 
The long-standing French monopoly on the 
Index of Performance Handicap was broken 
by Lotus with Allison-Hall taking first in a 
744cc Lotus and Frazer-Chamberlain taking 
second (ninth overall) in a 1098cc job. These 
two also took the 750 and 1100 class honors, 
Jaguar (Flockhart-Bueb) won the Over 3- 
Liter Class, and a privately owned Aston 
Martin DB3-S (Colas-Kerguen) took the 3- 
Liter Class. 

As the starter raised his flag at 4 P.M. un- 
der a threatening sky, there was the usual 
hush of expectancy, and many wondered un- 
easily what the first few laps would bring. 
Fangio and Hawthorn had both lapped at 
over 126 mph in practice in the 400-hp V8 
Maserati and the four-camshaft four-liter Fer- 
rari, and had exceeded 180 mph on the 
straight. Then, ominously, Fangio, who takes 
no avoidable risks, decided not to race. 

The flag dropped, the scamper of feet 
broke the silence, then in a pulsating crashing 
crescendo of sound, the cars were away, weav- 
ing for position and leaving long black tire 
marks behind them. 

Collins’ Ferrari led for just one lap, re- 
tired with a broken piston and Hawthorn 
took over the lead for Ferrari, breaking his 
own lap record as he was pursued by Moss in 
the Maserati coupe. Behra in the open Mase- 
rati moved up methodically, and eventually 
set a new course record to take second place. 
Hawthorn responded, but had to stop to 
change a wheel. Behra took the lead with 
Moss second, but the Maserati ascendancy 
was short-lived. Moss, who had been trailing 
smoke between pit stops, had to retire with 
transmission failure, and Behra, having re- 
fueled, handed over to Simon, who immedi- 
ately came to rest at Mulsanne with a parted 
U-joint. So the Maserati challenge ended, but 
the Ferraris too were soon faltering. 

Meanwhile the unprecedented speed of the 
750cc Lotus, with a specially linered-down 
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short-stroke version of the Climax engine was 
creating consternation among its small-car 
rivals. Touching 112 mph on the straight, 
Allison and Hall were averaging 92 mph, 
leaving the DBs, Monopoles, Osca, and Stan- 
guellini laps behind. 

The massive Italian effort was now prac- 
tically over, and at midnight it was Jaguar 
first, third, and fifth. In second place, behind 
the Flockhart-Bueb Jaguar was the Brooks 
Aston-Martin, still challenging strongly, then 
the second Scottish 3.4 Jaguar (Sanderson- 
Lawrence), the Gendebien-Trintignant three- 
liter Ferrari, and the Belgian 3.4 Jaguar 
(Rousselle-Frere ) . 

The Gendebien-Trintignant Ferrari had re- 
tired with a broken piston, leaving Jaguars 
in the first four places. Then, as daylight 
came the mist got worse and spread over a 
large part of the circuit, but the leading 
Jaguar kept on lapping at around 4m 14s. The 
mists rolled away to start a bright sunny day 
and soon after 7 A.M. the fine Belgian chal- 
lenge was checked when Rousselle stopped 
near Mulsanne. It was about three-quarters 
of an hour before he traced and rectified the 
trouble—closed-up ignition points. This 
dropped them from second to fifth place, but 
they soon repassed the Ferrari to take fourth. 

McKay Frazer and Chamberlain on the 
Lotus were well ahead in the 1100cc class, 
but they could not relax, for their second 
position on Index was coveted by Storez and 
Crawford, whose Porsche was sixth in the 
general classification, first in the 1500 class, 
and only nine points behind the Lotus on 
handicap. Then with only an hour to go, 
fate struck again. The Porsche came creeping 
past White House and parked at the road- 
side. It eventually crossed the line under its 
own power as the finishing flag waved, but 
was excluded, as the regulations stipulate the 
last lap must be completed within 30 minutes. 
So the Hamilton-Gregory Jaguar moved up 
into sixth place, and the American-entered 
Porsche of Hugus and de Beaufort became 
leader of the 1.5-Liter Class. Colas and Ker- 
guen brought their French-entered Aston- 
Martin into llth place to win the Three- 
Liter Class, and the Harris-Bianchi Ferrari 
won the Two-Liter Class, ahead of the Rudd- 
Bolton A.C.-Bristol. 

The fact that the race passed off this year 


without serious incident does not alter the 
fact that sports car racing has now reached 
a critical stage of its evolution. The failure 
of the CSI to take any adequate directive ac- 
tion has resulted in the construction of so- 
called sports cars that are far faster than 
Grand Prix single seaters and useless out- 
side the race track. Last year the Le Mans 
organizers tried to initiate reform by re- 
stricting engines of prototypes to 2500cc and 
imposing a limit on fuel consumption. The 
restriction received no support and the whole 
effort resulted in the race being excluded 
from the 1956 World Championship. 

Jaguar had to make some concession to the 
unchecked advance in engine size by pro- 
viding the Ecurie Ecosse with a 3.8-liter 
engine for the winning car. It was inspired 
by the bored-out engine used by Briggs Cun- 
ningham, but as this meant removing too 
much metal, a new block casting has been 
evolved. 

Reasons for the Jaguar success were 
summed up by Lofty England, racing and 
service director, who said, “We come to Le 
Mans to race, not to test prototypes.” 

“The odd fact remains that the Italian 
machines, which crack up so quickly at Le 
Mans, manage to win the Mille Miglia, while 
the Ecurie Ecosse Jaguar in that event re- 
tired before half distance with fractured body- 
work. It has also been shown that the Aston 
Martins are quicker than the Jaguars on a 
tortuous course like the Nurburgring. The 
answer seems to be that the Le Mans course 
itself has been excessively refined to the 
point where it is a tremendous test of en- 
gines, transmissions and brakes, but makes 
little demand on chassis strength or road- 
holding. The Italians always try to force the 
pace, starting the race as if it were a Grand 
Prix of three hours duration. Lacking disc 
brakes, they make excessive demands on their 
transmissions during the deceleration from 
maximum speed to 30 mph, which takes place 
once every four minutes at Mulsanne. 

The current trend of opinion suggests that 
just as we have seen the last of the Mille 
Miglia under its old form, so we have seen 
the last of Le Mans under the present regula- 
tions. Action is needed if the race is to be 
preserved as a great annual classic. 


—Gordon Wilkins 
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THE PETERSEN READER ... Six of a series 





















The man who drives more, buys more 
automotive products and services. That’s 
why your advertising discovers fertile 
sales ground in Petersen Automotive 
Group magazines. Each year the P.A.G. 
reader drives 6,000 miles farther than 
the average motorist. And he’s 4,000,000 
strong — America’s huge bonus market 
for automotive products. 
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3K THE PETERSEN AUTOMOTIVE GROUP (Motor Trend, From Bennett-Chaiken Survey, 1956. 
Motor Life, Hot Rod) has an ABC circulation of 1,112,278, 
and a combined readership of over 4,000,000 — unquestionably 
the “World’s Largest Automotive Consumer Readership!” 


PETERSEN PUBLISHING COMPANY ¢ 5969 Hollywood Bivd.,Los Angeles 28, Calif. e HOllywood 2-3261 
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Fiberglass 





DISTINCTIVE 
BODY STYLES 





As Low as $295.00, Plus Tax 


e COUPES 
@ ROADSTERS 
e DRAGSTERS 


Any wheelbase from 94” to 118. Send 


$1.00 today for our illustrated brochure. | 


VICTRESS MFG. CO., INC. 


11823-M SHERMAN WAY 
NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA 
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HI-PERFORMANCE 


carts ce . Soupt ng Data 
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° * Mileage! Style ALMQuiISsT 


r 
Buy direct: Latest Power Kits, Super- 
chargers, Fuel induction, Dual-Quad - 
Exhausts, Cams, Heads, Manifolds, 
Engines, Adapters, Chrome, Custom- 
izing & Trim—FOR ALL CARS. “Best 
New Items’ Cat. FREE, or send 25¢ 
to cover postage & we mail you big 


50,000 item catalog ai 
SOUPING GUIDE, PLUS $1.00 credit, 
first order. 


ALMQUIST GS UN EERENS 





SOLDER 


Acclaimed by thousands | 


: of stock, hot rod and custom enthusi- 
Complete with asts as the welder of 1001 uses. Easi- 
Twin Carbon Arc 


Torch and acces- V. AC or DC line. 


Sories . . . te jife-long use. Order today on 10-day 
handle all metal- money back guarantee. Literature on 
craft werk. larger equipment on request 


FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY 
Chicago 16, Hlineis, Dept. F-27) 


1818 South Federal St., 
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Q. GEOMETRY PROBLEM. I have a ’53 
Ford and would like to lower the rear end 
with lowering blocks, but I understand this 


will upset the steering geometry. Is this 
right and if so what do you suggest? 
Richard Russo, Worcester, Mass. 


A. Lowering blocks in the rear change the 
caster angle of the front suspension. They 
may also place the headlight beam directly in 
the eyes of oncoming traffic. We suggest low- 
ering the front springs an equal amount by 
grinding off a coil or partially collapsing the 
springs with a torch. The latter should be 
done on/y by an expert! 


Q. GAS SAVERS. | have purchased a gas 
saver that permits additional a'r being mixed 
with fuel when the accelerator is depressed. 
1 am told this can burn the valves. Is this 
correct? Don Valer:us, Clearwater, Minn. 
A. These gidgets have been known to 
harm a set of valves and even pistons, eés- 
pecially at high speeds. The exact detri- 
mental effect they may have is dependent 
upon the driving habits of the owner. They 
all operate on the principle of additional 
air or lean mixture which, in most designs, 
is intensified with increased throttle. This 
overly lean mixture does the engine no 
good. 


Q. BUYER’S GUIDE. Can you tell me 
where I can purchase photographs of classic 
cars or drawings of them? Henry Lundeen, 
icKeesport, Pa. 

A. We receive many requests for photo- 
graphs and drawings of classic cars. We do 
not supply either and, of course, have none 


for sale. Every now and then an advertiser 
in “Sell "N’ Swap” advertises photographs 
for sale. As tor prints, Alexis de Sakhnoff- 


sky recently drew up a set of classic car 
prints for the Long Island Automotive Mu- 
seum (South Hampton, Long Island, N.Y.). 
They were so beautiful that the museum is 
offering sets of six different cars to the pub- 
lic at $5 per set. There are two sets, making 
a total of 12 different drawings. In addition 
to being outstanding from an artistic, as well 
as authentic standpoint, they are suitable 
for framing. 


| Q. INSTALLING OHV ENGINE. I bave 
‘50 Mercury and am told | can’t install an 

aecaiedl valve engine in it. | am sure it 

has been done or am I dreaming? Steve 

Adams, Norwell, Mass. 

A. You are not dreaming. Plenty of ‘50 

Mercs are sporting ohv engines. We drove 


| one recently with a ‘57 Thunderbird engine 


in it. 0-60 in 8.1. 

Q. ACD INFORMATION. Can you tell 
me the address of the ACD Club? Louss 
DeW ut, Coral Gables, Fla. 

A. I am sure we have printed the ACD Club 
address many times in the past. Neverthe- 


less inquiries keep coming in. At the risk 
of being repetitious, write to the secretary, 
J. Fox, RR 3, Hampton, Iowa. Inci- 
dentally, the ACD Club newsletter gets bet- 
ter and better each month. The current 
issue is chuck full of ads, technical data, 
reports on meets, and interesting sidelights 
concerning Auburns, Cords and Duesenbergs. 
Ownership of a car is not required. If you 
have even a remote interest in these auto- 
mobiles, you are missing the boat by not 
joining. 
Q. FISH CARBURETORS. 1 have been 
trying for some time to locate the Fish 
Carburetor Co. I have access to a M 1-251 
unit which has been used for three years 
on the stock car racing circuit. I would like 
to install it on my 57 Plymouth. Will it 
fit? C. Von Eisengrein, Bloomfield, Conn. 
A. Yes—this carburetor can be adapted to 
your ‘57 Plymouth with an adapter plate 
and a few linkage changes. You can reach 
the Fish Carburetor Co. by writing them in 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 


Q. BLOWING A VW. I a Volks- 
wagen which | want to supercharge but 
can’t find a unit that will fit in such lim- 
ited space. Do you know of such an item? 
Morris Sykes, Windsor, Canada. 

A. The Judson Research and Mfg. Co. of 
Conshohocken, Pa., make a very practical 
supercharger for your car. They claim up 
to 50 per cent increase in horsepower. 


oun 


Q. ALL SIZES. Did Cadillac build a 12 
during the same years they built the 16? 
Virginia Lewiston, Akron, Obio. 

A. Throughout most V-16 production an 
eight- and a 12-cylinder line were also 
built. As an example, 1931 through 1934 
saw production of all three series. 


Q. 4 BAD SWAP. Would you recom- 
mend installing a souped-up Olds 88 in a 
Triumph TR-3? Pfc. Sissensting, Bakers- 
field, Calif., 

A. First of all, 
where would you sit? No . 
recommend this swap. 


it is too heavy. Secondly, 
we don't 


Q. BARGAINS? I have seen all kinds of 
advertisements claiming phenomenal per- 
formance for various makes of superchargers 
and {uel injection units, all at a ridiculously 
low price. Some of them I have written to 
with either no reply or a very vague one. 
What is the scoop on them? Are they any 
good? Capt. Philip H. Lacy, Sherman, Tex. 
A. To answer yours, and about 10,000 
other inquiries, we just don’t know yet. Some 
are in the process of being tested and others 
have ceased doing business. Until we can 
properly evaluate these new units we, like 
you, can only wonder. Our past experience 
in the automotive field however, leads us to 
believe you get only what you pay for. 


Q. INTERNAL LEAKS. Could you please 
tell me what an internal leak in a carburetor 
is and what it results in? Joe Jisa, Bannis- 
ter, Mich. 

A. An internal leak is usually a poor gas- 
ket seal or hole (poor casting) in an in- 
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terior chamber. It can cause flooding, boil- 
ing, air lock or external leaking. Replace 
the gaskets and check for a casting imper- 
fection before reassembly. 


Q. CLASSIC BUICKS? Is the 1938 Buick 
Roadmaster convertible sedan a classic? Is 
a 1938 Bohman & Schwartz-built Buick 


sedan a classic? Fred Jorgensen, Pasadena, 
Calif. 
A. Definitely the stock body convertible 


sedan is a beautiful car, but non-classic. We 
would say that the Bohman & Schwartz- 
built job was a classic, but there will. prob- 
ably be many who disagree with us. Inci- 
dentally, we can find no record of a Bohman 
& Schwartz Buick sedan built in 1938. We 
understand that one or two limousines were 
built on the '38 chassis. 


Q. ANY CONNECTIONS? Was there any 
connection between the Continental manu- 
factured around 1930 and the Continental 
as we know it today? John Frascatti, Youngs- 
town, Ohio. 

A. The Continental Automobile Co. (De- 
troit, Mich.) built four- and six-cylinder 
cars in 1933 and 1934. There was no con- 
nection between the 1933 Continental line 
and either the pre-war or the post-war Lin- 
coln Continentals. 


Q. CHROME-PLATING. My car is 
equipped with 17-inch wire wheels. They 
were originally chrome plated but are now 
rust pocked. Local mechanics tell me they 
cannot replate because they cannot be taken 
apart for plating. Do you know of any 
outfit that can chrome plate an entire wheel? 
Gene Steele, Hackensack, N.J. 

A. Your local advisors are incorrect. All 
chrome wheels must be chromed before they 
are assembled. There are very few wire wheels 
that cannot be taken apart. Some can be dis- 
assembled much easier than others. It all de- 
pends on whether the spokes are threaded 
ot whether the ends are flattened and welded 
to the rim and hub. In all cases manufacturers 
chromed the individual’ parts prior to assem- 
bly. If you attempt to chrome plate an as- 
sembled wire wheel the chrome will not 
“take” where the spokes enter the hub and 
rim. In addition, the plater would have a 
momentous task in buffing the metal after it 
was plated. 

After plating they must be reassembled by 
competent machinists and carefully trued so 
that they are round and do not “run” off 
center. Local Los Angeles outfits charge 
approximately $98 per wheel for disassem- 
bly, plating, reassembly and truing. Unless 
you are restoring to mint condition, you 
will probably be better off to sandblast, 
prime and repaint. 





This new department is open to all 
types of questions from our readers. 
We welcome not only technical ques- 
tions, but queries on new cars, old cars, 
classics, performance, and what-have- 
you? It will be impossible to answer 
any letters personally; we will answer 
as many questions as possible only in 
this column. 














‘DRIVE RELAXED 
DRIVE COOL!! 


Install ARTIC-KAR Refrigerated Air Con- 
ditioning in your car TODAY! 


Five precisi i 


d trunk and dash models to 





choose from. ARTIC-KAR is considered by refrigera- 
tion experts to be the Cadillac of the automobile 
air conditioning industry and has been the quality 
leader in this field for 8 years. Write today for 





illustrated brochure. 


ALASKAN—big trunk 
model produces vol- 
umes of perfectly 
controlled air incor- 
porating the unique 
“iceemaking refriger- 
ator.” Makes ice 
cubes, _refrigerates 
cold drinks, baby 
bottles, etc. 


DEALERS: 


ARTIC-KAR 





1CERGRG—Iexurteus wndor-deile Jandel 
in Ebony Black and Silver with push- 
button selectors and two multi-direc- 
tional cold air diffusers. 
SPORTSCAR OWNERS! 


ARTIC-KAR in custom refri 
t coils for loguar, Mercedey ae oad 


sports cars - Units ar are also svailoble 
for Thu wagons and 
ambulances. 
Complete service manyal on aute air con- 


ditioning, $2.00. ORDER YOURS TODAY! 


Write today on your tetterhead—a few exclusive dealerships still available. 


A Product of 


CAPITOL REFRIGERATION MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
3922 Kalloch Drive 


Dallas, Texas 
Phone: FR 1-3471 








with 


PO 


THE ORIGINAL FIBERGLAS PACKED 
HIGH PERFORMANCE MUFFLER 






MORE POWER AND PICKUP 
IMPROVED GAS MILEAGE 
PLEASING LOW TONE 


Arnold Haviland Company, Defiance 22, Ohio 











B SPORTS CARS 


ANNUAL 


This authoritatwe, illustrated guide is as 
streamlined as today’s sports cars themselves—it’s filled 
with facts on all you need to know about these exciting 
automobiles. If you already own one, you'll appreciate 
the chapters on driving techniques, motoring events and 
racing. If you're planning to buy a sports car, the run- 
down on general characteristics and the 21-page catalog 
of all obtainable makes will help you make a wise selec- 
tion. Even if you're just a wishful thinker, it offers you 
a glimpse into the thrilling world of sports cars. 


75¢ ON NEWSSTANDS NOW! 


Or send 85¢ TREND BOOKS 
(to cover postage, > 5959 Hollywood Bivd., 
ete.) tot Les Angeles 26, Calif. 
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\ : a J 
SP Motoring Accessories 
FOR YOUR Jeep 


This department is not composed of paid advertising. Claims are those of the manufacturer, 
and do not constitute an endorsement by MOTOR TREND. When ordering, include sales tax 
if required by your state. 





idle the 


front drive in 
A WAGONFUL OF RAIN can be 





. 
2-wheel drive “gee 
prevented with this tonneau cover for a 
- +. Stop drag, Ranchero. The manufacturers have 
reduce wear. designed them for beauty and durability. 
They are easily removable and practical. 
OVER 100,000 pos Sem nthgge tog ps The Southern California Plating Co. at 
. wear, gas, plus new pep, 3436 S. Sz P me if. 
WARN HUBS NOW Soe oe 3436 S. San Fernando Rd L.A Calif are 
IN USE ON dling ease. And now, with the manufacturers and the price is $21.95. 
4-WHEEL Warn Lock-O-matics, you 
have economical, drag- 
DRIVES free 2-wheel — or trac- 
tive 4-wheel drive aufo- 
Models for all Sone 1~ Fd 
F i Ask your dealer for Warn 
4-wheel drives Lock-O-matic or Locking 
to 1% tons Hubs today! 
Warn Manufacturing Co. YOU NEVER KNOW what can happen 
Riverton Box 6064-F9 Seattle 88, Wash. | when you're driving at night. If your car 
stalls, a tire flats, or you run out of gas in 
x ; ; 
ax ’ ak kk kk kk desolate country . . . you can wend your way 


back to civilization with the aid of 

this new focusing utility lantern. It is 
claimed to operate about three times as 
long as a normal lantern. $6.95 from 
Burgess Battery Company, Freeport, Ill. 


he Ses 





ania en 


A MAJOR TIRE ADVANCE by the Fisk 
Tires Division of the U. 8. Rubber Co. features 
a rubber “balance band” vulcanized into 

the tire liner which is cla.med to provide 
better balance. The five tread rows 

afe said to give greater steering ease, to 

be harder to skid, and to almost eliminate 
squealing on turns. 


s.% 


port, St 
SUMAR 


SPEED EQUIPMENT 


45 SO. 12TH ST TERRE HAUTE. IND. 








FORD—MERCURY A NEW DISTRIBUTOR for Ford Motor 


CHEVROLET Co. has just been developed by the Holley 
EDMAN AND PLYMOUTH Carburetor Co. A completely new replace- 
EDDERS peas Hear oe ment unit for all V8 Ford, Mercury, and 
See your dealer Lincoln engines of '55 or later vintage, 
er write direct: a + ‘ 
the “Rotovance” sells for the very 
HEDMAN MUFFLER & MFG. CO. attractive figure of $21.50, complete and 
11039-49 W. Washington Bivd., Culver City 8, Calif. ready to install. 










SPORTS CAR OWNERS! When they 
snicker, “What makes it run?” you can 

point to this key instead of digging around 
for a smart answer (which is never as smart 
as the one you think up later). They are 

10 inches high and 11 inches wide and they 
are made of aluminum. $1.95 from I.D. 
Enterprises, 1222 N.-Menard, Chicago 51, Ill. 


novelties and accesseries— 25¢ 


-_ 
ucsy SPOT ENTERPRISES P.O. Sox 66 


-_ 
A DY Culver City 8, Cal. 


iA 





‘Viny! Plastic 
formerly $8.95) 


PORTABLE CAR COVER 
_ . 






folds compoctly, 
ond on in a iffy, 
sturdy elastic binding 
gives extra security. State make, mode! and yeor 
Send $6.95 pilus 354 postage or sent C.O.D. 
Heavy Plastic Gauge $8.95 4+ 45¢ postage. 
SALES, Dept. PG-5 125 E. 46th St., Mew York 17 66 MOTOR TREND/SEPTEMBER 1957 




























sfacturer, 
sales tax 








PRECISION-BUILT brain operates the 
Halda Speedpilot. It shows your relationship 
in minutes to any pre-set average speed 

at any given moment. It’s claimed to 
eliminate problems of rally navigation 

and to allow competition with rally 

experts. $86.50 from Nisonger Corp., 

146 E. 74 St., N. Y. 21, N. Y. 


BOSCH SPARK PLUGS feature washers 
that, according to the manufacturer, “‘wili 
not fall off.” Bosch is the world’s oldest 
manufacturer of spark plugs and their 
plugs have long been favored by many 

top racing drivers. According to the 
factory, they will soon be available in 

this country for all makes and models 

in all heat ranges. 


BARBECUED ARM? Hot weather turns 
the fire on under the car window frame and 
this can result in a serious burn—whether 
you are resting your arm or signaling. 
Flip-Rest can be folded flat when not 

in use. It comes in six colors and is 

priced at $1.49 or $1.98 (pocket model). 
Nu-Items Corporation, 146-45 Horace 
Harding Expressway, Flushing 67, N. Y. 


TRANSFER FUEL without spilling when 
you use the Enders one-hand operated fuel 
pump. Gasoline can be transferred from 

the automobile tank to camp stoves, boat 
tanks and small containers. It’s especially 
convenient for transferring fuel from other 
cars if you run out of gas. $3.95 from 
Gloy’s Import Co., Inc., 11 Addison St., 
Larchmont, N. Y. 


AC INVERTS TO DC with the ATR 
portable plug-in inverters. The manu- 
facturers claim that dictating machines, 
record players, razors, etc., can be plugged 
into the cigarette lighter receptacle and 
operate efficiently. They feature instant 
starting. Write to American Television & 
Radio Co., 300 E. 4th St., St. Paul, Minn. 


STOPPED FOR REPAIRS on a dark 
street can be a dangerous proposition. With 
bright flares on three corners of the 

car, both the repair-ee and the oncoming 
motorist are protected. The Campo Flare 
Kit contains three windproof and rainproof 
flares plus a snuffer. The kit sells for 

$1 from Chempounders, Inc., Box 603, 

Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 
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THE VOICE OF 


EXPERIENCE 
SPEAKS THRU 
THE HEART 


| OF A 
PORTER 


U/ 


e Why replace your muffler every six months? 
Install PORTER’s and be assured of long-lasting @ 
service. ALL PORTER Mufflers must stand a road 
@ test of 50,000 miles (within a year) before being 
offered to the public. The PORTER name has ® 
* signified the finest in quality exhaust systems 
since 1937. 
DEALERS: PORTER Mufflers are treated against 
rust and are individually cartoned before 
shipping from factory. * 
a ORDER TODAY, or write to Porter Muffler 
Manufacturing Company, Dept. MT-9 for @ 
the name of your nearest dealer. 


>. PORTER 
& 


MUFFLER MFG. CO., Inc 
11628 W. Olympic Bivd., L.A. 64, Calif. 








KEEP CARS AT A 

SAFE DISTANCE... 
Protect license plates and costly 
bumpers with SAV-A-PLATE 1” hard 
rubber protector. Absorb parking 
shocks — prevent scratches. $1.00 
postpaid—complete set of four cus 
tom units. Order Direct & Save. 
KNOX — 4222 ETHEL AVE. — DEPT. 
M.T.-9—NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 


NOW 


THAN 











«++ with amazing wy mnatestal and matheds Step 
by step illustrated ‘book 3 hows how to easily, in- 
bares oy make this sry revolutionary material 

. how to form and fit this material to any body 


frame you design. What's more, you do no welding 
and construct re complete frame with simple 
hand tools. Full money back guarantee if not as 
advertised. Send $3.95 (check or money order) 
to... KA-VON, P. O. Box $177, Grosse Pointe 
Branch, Detroit 36, Michigan, 


T-BIRD OW 


Auto Top Lift removes & stores your hardtop. Now 
$9.95 ppd. instrument panel, padded storage pocket, 





many Bird items. Write for illus brochures. MT-9. 


JAMES AUTO SPECIALTIES 














SEPTEMBER ISSUE HIGHLIGHTS: 


Home | HOWTO-1 Lower 
Tontion | ¢ parrot | CAR THE 
— 4-Barrel ; 
Distributor | Carburetor | oy 4 
Overhaul | ain 


Servicing i 
i 


See ’em All in the September 


HOT ROD 


On Sale At All Newsstands Now! 


HOT ROD 













NEW 228 PAGE 


Auto Parts and Accessories 


CATALOG |: 





Latest 1957 Parts and Accessories for 
Your Car, Hot Rod, Truck, Custom Car 
or Stetion Wagon! 


16 PAGES NEW RELEASES 


Rush the coupon NOW! Get J. C. Whit- 
ney’s giant new catalog—just off the press. 
It’s the biggest, most complete catalog of 
auto parts and accessories ever printed— 
228 pages packed with the world’s largest 
selection of new, top quality automotive 
equipment at rock bottom prices! 

This amazing new catalog SAVES YOU 
UP TO ONE HALF OR MORE on every 
item you need. Includes thousands of brand 
new last minute releases for your stock car, 
hot rod, custom car, truck or station wagon. 
Complete stocks for cars dating from 1920 
to brand new showroom models. 






¢ Latest Custom Soploment © High Speed 
Parts « Tires and Batteries * Tremendous 
Stock in Dual Exhausts ¢ Radios, Heaters and 
Air Conditioning ¢ Lifetime Convertible Tops 
© Oil Filters « Gaplacement and Custom Trim 
for All Cars « ler Skirts ¢ Continental 
Kits ¢ Ignition « Headlamp Rims ¢ Dual 
Headlights. © Stock and Replacement Parts 


Buy direct by mail from Whitney — and 
SAVE MONEY. Get every buying advan- 
tage at Whitney: complete stocks on hand, 
fastest same-day shipment, lowest prices 
and 100% guaranteed satisfaction. Mail 
coupon NOW for FREE copy of our newest 
catalog. Please enclose 25¢ in coin to help 
pay part of handling and mailing costs (re- 
funded on first $5 order). Rush today! 


BUY DIRECT—SAVE MONEY! 
Send for the truly COMPLETE Catalog of 
everything in automotive equipment! 


J.C. WHITNEY & CO. 


1917 Archer Ave., O-9, Chicago 16, lil. 
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CATALOG WO. IB 


Se-:* 
ADDED 16 PAGES 
Or 


NEW ITEMS 





. AvroMorive l 
=e f ACCESSORIES 


AND Parts 




















For All Makes 
Years and Models 





















KY OVER 75,000 
ITEMS IN STOCK 


if It’s Automotive—We Have It! 
Whether you want d re- 
placement parts, speed or hot red 


en on custom nee 








or vini car parts . 
your J. ¢ Whitney cotsleg. Yo You'll 
find it here! 






Newest, Fastest Shipping Methods! 
Our eoaies Type: from stockrooms 
to ss is geared for FAST 







SER rs are Pp 

Stina and “Orders, within hours 
after the mailman delivers them to 
us. Over 87% shipped same day. 


Double Guarantee of All Parts! 
Each order carries the double pto- 
tective warranty of both the 
Qe . C. Whitney. 

arantee all NEW as well 
on “a mek whee for SIX 
MONTHS. 


customer is 
a@ SATISFIED ph mnnnnng 











yous 














4. C. Whitney & Co., Dept. 0-9 
1917 Archer Ave., Chicago 16, Ill. 


Please rush your giant 228 Page 

Cat: describing world’s most 

complete line of auto parts and 
accessories — over 75,000 items at lowest 
prices. (Please enc 25¢ to cover part of 
cost, which will be credited to you on first 
$5.00 order.) Offer good in U.S.A. only. 


Name. 


Addreas 


ee SEE 


L.cessemeesaee 




















Model T To 
MONGOLIA 


continued from page 27 

closer look at the car. In the hot sunshine 
it didn’t take long for the engine to dry 
out, but it still was too damp to run 
efficiently. LeMunyon hired two ponies 
and their drivers to provide the go-power 
for the car until he got the engine running 
again. 

The Chinese stupidly forgot to water 
their animals at the river, and in the next 
day they drank up all that LeMunyon had 
on hand. But toward evening they came to 
a well, and again LeMunyon renewed his 
supply, drawing it from a well in an un- 
tanned bullock hide and laboriously pour- 
ing it into bottles and cans. They were 
miles from any sign of civilization, and 
they camped for the night. 

The temperature dropped 50 degrees by 
midnight, and LeMunyon had to leave his 
cramped car-seat bed and drain the Model 
T to keep the radiator and pipes from 
freezing. 

Rising at dawn, he dared to start the 
car again. It coughed and kicked over, and 
he soon left the Mongolians and their 
frisky ponies behind him. 


ON THE SEVENTH NIGHT in the desert, 
LeMunyon drew himself up in the Model 
T and listened to something prowling 
around the car. He thought it was Mon- 
golian bandits. 

“T’ll fix them,” he thought, and he raced 
the car’s engine for all it was worth. 

Suddenly the air was rent with yowling 
and snapping jaws. He lighted a lantern 
and saw half a hundred wild dogs circling 
and biting at the car. 

He reached over and tooted the air 
horn near the steering wheel, and the 
fearsome squeal frightened the dogs off. 
But not too far. They stayed around the 
Model T until daylight, barking and keep- 
ing LeMunyon awake. 

Pangkaing was the first telegraph sta- 
tion on the Gobi, traveling from Tientsin 
to Urga, and Udde was the second station. 
He pulled out of Pangkaing, and now he 
was 328 miles out of Kalgan, approaching 
Udde. 

LeMunyon had picked up the 10 spare 
gallons of gasoline, which he realized was 
an important item. He contemplated a 
way to conserve it. He disconnected the 
car’s muffler, because there was no cutout. 
This, he conceived, made it possible to 
save fuel and still keep the engine cool. 

Entering the home stretch, LeMunyon 
picked his road, steering the Model T 
across the sun-caked flats rather than risk 
the knife-like rocks of short cuts. He met 
quite a bit of traffic en route—camel and 
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pony caravans—and if stampeding animal 
trains were criteria, the Model T was a 
fair sensation on the Gobi Desert. 
Expecting smothering crowds when he 
finally arrived at Urga, LeMunyon wired 
the car so that when the engine was run- 
ning the magneto would knock anyone 
who touched the car flat on his back 
pockets. The electrical shock system 
worked well on the bandits who sur- 
rounded him on the outskirts of Sume, 
his next important stop. They thought the 
car was alive, and the shock was its bite. 
Now LeMunyon was in the final leg of 
the run. He was about to set a record in 
automotive history that even today re- 
mains soundly intact. Although he actual- 
ly was the third man to cross the Gobi 





Desert in a motorized vehicle, his trip was | 


by far the most stupendous. 

Before he reached Urga, LeMunyon ran 
smack into a powerful headwind, forcing 
him to shift down to low gear. He finally 
spotted the Russian Bridge over the Tola 


River, crossed it, and entered the for- | 


bidden city of Urga. 

Reaching the Mai-Mai-Chen, the busi- 
ness section of Urga, he stopped and in- 
spected the car. The Model T was in fine 
shape, and he gave it—much to the horror 
of the onlooking Mongolians—a bath. 

The word reached Tasha Lama that his 


car had arrived. A messenger was dis- | 


patched for LeMunyon to bring the Model 

T to him and get the 2500 taels of silver. 

LeMunyon knew better than to delay. 
Bogdo was the proudest god in Mon- 


golia, beaming like a child with a new | 


pogo stick. He plopped the bag of silver 
into LeMunyon’s hands and turned to 
examine the Model T. LeMunyon stuck 


around to give him a few driving lessons. | 
After several days of practice, the lama | 


became an expert driver. He made his 
own traffic laws, pointing one particularly 
at the masses that called for them to re- 
main out of the path of his automobile. 
He sent a caravan off to Tientsin the day 
the car arrived for as much gasoline as 
it could bring back to Urga. 


THE DAY FINALLY DAWNED when Le- 
Munyon announced that he had to return 
to Tientsin to his business, and the lama 
threw him a farewell luncheon of dried 
fishheads and rice. He gave LeMunyon a 
bolt of imperial yellow brocaded silk as 
a going-away gift. 

LeMunyon had the blessing of the 
Tasha Lama, and so he didn’t fear the loss 
of his taels of silver to bandits. He bade 
good-bye to the lama, who saw him board 
a Russian tarantass, a yak-drawn cart, for 
Kiachta. At Kiachta, LeMunyon bought 
passage on a steamer and later transferred 
to the Trans-Siberian Railway to get back 
to Tientsin. He never saw that Model T 
again, or the Living Buddha, either, but 
word reached him four months later that 
the car was still being driven. 

Not by Tasha Lama, but by his lanky 
girlfriend. 


The new car 
season is coming 
soon... keep up 


with the latest ... 


SUBSCRIBE NOW! 


USE THE COUPON—PAGE 6 








TRACTION-MASTERS keep you 


ON THE LEVEL 





BRAKING WITHOUT TRACTION-MASTERS: Note 
brake shoes tend to rotate with brake drum, 
turning axle housing and drive line downward 
and causing rear half of spring to pry body 
upwards, lifting wheels off the ground. Front 
end dives. This occurs every time a stop is 
made, regardless of speed. 


ACCELERATION WITHOUT TRACTION-MASTERS: 
Note axie housing and drive line rotating 
upward, wheels losing traction. This happens 
in varying degrees every time you accelerate, 
whether moving or from a dead stop, and 
continues until the wheels turn at the same 
speed ratio as the drive line. 





BRAKING AND ACCELERATION WITH TRAC- 
TION-MASTERS: Note axle housing and drive 


line held in stable position, wheels geared 
to the road for greater traction and smooth- 
er ride. Brakes apply equally. Dips, swerves 
and dives are eliminated and ‘“‘suicide seat’’ 
is a safe place to ride! 


Thootion- Moston Co. 


2917 W. Olympic Blvd. 
Los Angeles 6, Calif. 


V QUICKER, SAFER STOPS BY 
EQUALIZED BRAKE ACTION TO 
ALL 4 WHEELS! 


MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE 


Complete EASY-TO-INSTALL  in- 
Structions with each set. Order 
by make, model and year of car. 


Mail Coupon TODAY! 


















V FASTER STARTS BY CONVERTING REAR 
END TWIST TO TRACTION! 


V A SAFER, LEVEL RIDE — GREATER STABILITY 
AND CONTROL! 


V GREATER SAFETY ON ALL ROADS — FASTER 
CORNERING! 


When your car 
experience greater roadability and driving control than ever 
before possible. 
level stopping and a ride that’s safe, smooth and perfectly 
stabilized. 
you'll enjoy new driving comfort, safety and peace of mind. 
Prove to yourself what an amazing improvement Traction- 
Masters will make on your car—try them for 10 days and we 
guarantee you'll get faster starts, quicker stops and a ride 
that’s on the level or your money will be cheerfully refunded. 


is equipped with Traction-Masters you'll 
Traction-Masters give you level starting, 


Dips, dives and sways are gone forever and 





Pair Complete 
and Assembled 






Enclosed is §. Check. or M.O.; 
Please send_____sets of Traction-Masters @ 
$42.45 per set. Make. -Model_____ 





| SS 
(California residents, add 4% sales tax.) 


Name 





Street 


City. 
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TRAINED MEN NEEDED! 


IN INDUSTRY — ARMED FORCES 


BIG PAY!—GOOD FUTURE! 
D DIESEL C2 ELECTRONICS 


( auto () AUTOMATION 


WEVER BEFORE has the opportunity been so good 
for the properly trai mechanic and techni- 


cian to step into BIG PAY POSITIONS with 
— --d cemmmmeaes and future security virtually 
assured. 


YOUR SUCCESS depends on the quality of train- 
ig you receive...and the reputation of the 
you attend. 


YOUR GUARANTEE we are giving the best in 
mechanical and technical training is proved by 
the fact ... High poy jobs in Industry, and rat- 
ings in the Armed Forces now waiting for our 
graduates. 


RESIDENT SHOP TRAINING is easier and costs less 
than you may think! We provide you with 
housing and part-time jobs while in school, 
plus free nation-wide placement service for 
graduates. 

Check subject above in which you ore interested and mail for 


FREE BOOKLET 


Veteran Approved 
1623 Grand, St. Lovis 4, Mo. 


Age 


Nome 














Secretar ee NR RR 
ENGLISH FORD PARTS 


@ We have the largest stock of parts for 
English-built Fords in the United States 
covering all models—Anglia, Prefect, 
Thames, Consul, Zephyr and Zodiac. 


@ Orders shipped same day received. 
Ask for part needed by year and make. 


@ Write, wire or phone John Fisher, 
WEbster 3-5911 


HOLMES TUTTLE FORD 
7122 Beverly Bivd., Los Angeles 36, Calif. 
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MONO-FLEX HELPER SPRINGS 





““Dual-Torque’”’ Suspensiog—controls both overload and 
! A custom installation for every car. 

@ LOW IN COST @ SILENT ACTION 

@ “FLAT” STARTS @ IMPROVES TRACTION 

@ NO DRILLING @ NO BOTTOMING 
Send $19.75. # Give make & model of your car. We ship 
same day order received. 
t% Add $2.00 for shipping west of Rockies. Write to: 


MONO-FLEX SPRING DIV. 





Reading 5 
Pennsylvania 


OHV-8 & FLAT HEAD 
MOTORS — ADAPTORS 
POWER & SPEED PARTS 


MAIL ORDERED 
ANYWHERE IN WORLD 


Write your deal or need—We have 
new & used — We buy — sell — trade. 


SHELL MOTORS & PARTS 


11726 Wilshire Bivd. 
Dept. MT-9, L.A. 25, Cal. Ph. GR 7-8283 
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SELL ‘N’ SWAP 


Requirements are: copy limit of 25 words (not 
including name and address); 1st come, 1st served; 
we reserve the right to edit where necessary; we are 
not responsible for accuracy of description, although 
we will reject any misleading statements. This service 
is mot open to commercial advertisers. No ads will 
be accepted sf payment is not made in advance, and 
such communications will not be acknowledged. Only 
one CAR may be listed in any single Sell ’N’ Swap 
insertion. This limitation wii! not apply to parts, 
catalogs, etc. The charge is $4 per insertion. If 
your car is unusual and you have a photo of it 
suitable for publication, you may submit it with 
your ad. If we decide to primt it there's no cost to 
you for the cut, but we'll have to decide which pho- 
tos to use. Sorry. no photos can be returned.—Editor 


SELL 


37 BUICK Roadmaster sed. Needs transmission, 
otherwise exc. Orig. black paint, 4 gc ww's, 
sidemounts. $200 or best ofter. George A. Arm- 


strong, Jr., 5015 Allan Rd., Westgate, Md. 
31 PACKARD 8 deluxe conv. cpe., with Dietrich 


custom body. Completely restored to orig. cond.; 
twice winner in ‘56 concours competition. Over 
$3000. George Scamahorn, 214 S. Camada Sct., 


Santa Barbara, Calif. 
ANTIQUE AUTO ADS—1899-1912—on mounted 


35mm black & white & color slides. List & 2 
sample slides 5O¢; without color sample, 30¢. 
pd J. Reilly, Jr. 23 Highfield Rd., Bloom- 
eld, N. 


‘37 CORD 810 sed. Engine completely o’hauled. 
Re-chromed; practically new ti interior very 
good. Priced co sell, $900. W. E. Deacon, 1 § - 
way Circle, Bedford, Ind. Phone 7551 or 5416. 
31 STUZ conv. cpé. Like-new top; good paint. 
Dual ignition, fine transmission & clutch, booster 
brakes. Best offer over $950. Send 25¢ for photo & 
details. W. B. Mollard, Westfield, N.Y. 

41 BUICK 4-dr. conv. Beautiful appearance—new 
black paint, new top, new brown leather interior. 
Tires good; mech. cond. good; chrome exc. $950. 
J. A. Foley, 3000 Manor Dr., Richmond, Va. 

‘41 PACKARD 180 touring sed. Sidemounts, power 


windows, heat & air ducts in rear, utility cabinet. 
Like-new cond. $750 or best offer. T/Sgt. Charles 
L. Campbell, 305th ARS, MacDill AFB, Tampa, 


Fla. 

°39 FORD conv. cpe. All-stock body & chassis. 
No rust; running gear in good cond. New top, 
brakes, front end. Best offer over $200. R. A. 
Sunter, 34 Sanford St., E. Longmeadow, Mass. 
09 HUPMOBILE open sport rdstr. 100% complete, 
authentic, & superbly restored. A_ beautiful, small 
sporty car with peppy & reliable performance. 


$2500; complete info available. George Lyman, 
35 Woodbridge St., South Hadley, Mass. 
‘41 CADILLAC 61 V8 custom 4-dr. sed. Exc. 


orig. cond. 69,000 actual mi.; 21,000 on o’hauled 
engine. New MHydra-Matic; all Cad extras, inc. 
foglights. Dark blue. $350. Ray Redfern, 2316 
Bentley Ave., West Los Angeles 64, Calif. Phone 
GRanite 9-0731. 


PACKET of 25 assorted ads of pre-war classic & 
special interest cars—plus a set of Duesenberg spec 
sheets (worth $2.50 alone). Complete packet $5. 
postpaid. A Ward Shanen, 2444 S. Orkney Sc., 
Philadelphia 48, Pa. 

*31 LINCOLN phaeton. Exc. orig. cond., completely 
restored, new tires. Low mileage; will drive any- 
where. Donald Reniers, 301 Pleasant St., Pasadena, 
Calif. Phone SYcamore 3-2258. 

'28 LINCOLN 7-pass. touring. Formerly owned by 
Cecil B. De Mille. Orig. cond., low mileage, will 
drive anywhere. Donald Reniers, 301 Pleasant St., 


Pasadena, Calif. Phone SYcamore 3-2258. | 
°37 CORD Westchester sed. Solid body, orig. exc 
uph., sound mechanically. In use daily as family 





car. Some spare parts available. $1200 takes. J. P. 
wo 1141 Second Ave., Seaside, Ore. Phone 
1114-J. 

CLASSIC & ANTIQUE CAR CATALOGS: Packard, 
Chrysler, Lincoln, Cadillac, Pierce-Arrow, orphan & 
foreign cars; minimum $5 each. Also MoToR 
(N.Y.) annual numbers. Details for large, stamped 
addressed envelope. A. E. Twohy, 400 N. Kenmore, 
Los Angeles. 

MOTOR (N.Y.) Annual Show Numbers 1921 thru 
‘41. Orig. magazine ads & color prints on Duesen- 
berg, Auburn Cord, Cadillac, Packard, Marmon, 
Lincoln, etc. Complete listings 25¢. Sheldon J. Lewis, 
61-33 213th St., Bayside, Long Island, N.Y. 

‘31 CHRYSLER Imperial brougham. Sidemounts; 
good paint, no dents. Very good cond., 38,500 mi., 
in daily use. Best offer. Florence E. Gannon, 169 
Forest Ave., Keansburg, N.J. 

‘37 PACKARD chassis, with custom copy of Rolls- 
Royce body by Derham. All-alum., handmade at a 





om . ace aed a 
cost of $18,000. Bronze coach lights & mahog. win- 


dow frames. A-1 cond., latest inspection; can drive 
anywhere. $1000. C. J. Hickman, 5920 City Line 
Ave., Philadelphia 31, Pa. Phone GR 3-9630. 



































SAM GRESHAM 


“Man, this turn-off is the end!” 








7 &.. First in the hearts See and drive the new MGA... and you’ll 
any. of all sportsear fans agree: “It’s Gotta BE MG”! Here’s a true 
| sportscar ... priced hundreds of dollars 







below the usual sportscar bracket. Superb 


». @xe. 
family 


British craftsmanship . . . exemplary 


sportscar performance. Yes 
the MGA is true 
to MG tradition, 
but styled for to- 
morrow. 





J. P. 
Phone 


ckard, 





ounts, 


0 mi. Call or write nearest Distributor for name of your local MGA dealer 
Rolls. SO. CALIF. — ARIZONA — UTAH — SO. NEVADA NO. CALIF. — OREGON — WASH. — NO. NEVADA 





P at a . ANA — atte 
Gough Industries, Inc. .MONTANA — IDAHO — ALASKA 
P.O. Box 2768. Los Angel British Motor Car Distributors, Ltd. 
-O. Box 2768, Los Angeles 1800 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco 
Phone: NEvada 6-9831 Phone: PRospect 6-5120 
ee 48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hdep., with ‘54 '31 BENTLEY 8-liter 4-dr. sport sed., in concours ‘32 FRANKLIN 2-dr. cpe., with rumbleseat. 
— Fire Dome engine. Orig. black lacquer, new nylon cond. thruout. New lacquer, windows. Uph., in- Chrome, tires & body all in exc. shape. New battery, 
- win- ww's. This car is solid & beautiful thruout; 2nd terior woodwork refinished. Engine, gearbox com- fine running cond. 2nd owner. $450. Philip Gavern, 
drive owner. $1795. Myron Campbell, 449 Florida Ave., pletely o'hauled. $3250. Bruce Fagan, P.O. Box Jr., 1709 Pittston Ave., Scranton 5, Pa. 
y Line East Alton, Ill. Phone 4-2881. 46205, Hollywood 46, Calif. ‘53 STUDEBAKER Champion Spt. cpe., with o.d. 
. 28 FORD 4-dr. sed. 95% restored, with black paint, ‘29. ROLLS-ROYCE Phantom I. All-alum. body Favorite of customizers; drawingboard dream come 
‘ light tan uph. $750; pix 25¢. W. Nutter, 301 S. perf.; interior good. Complete & easily restored to true. Not the car for minister, family of 5. Best offer; 


J. : : 
22 : orig. cond. $465. Thomas Mason, Wissenden all inquiries answered. Rev. Willing Richards, 
foodlawn Ave., St. Louis 22, Mo. Phone YO Corner, Bethersden, Nr. Ashford, Kent, England. Methodist Church, Grantsville, W. 


5-1643. 
. ae FIBERGLAS-BODIED rdstr. Merc engine, Auburn ‘19 STANLEY STEAMER rdstr. in Tanning cond. 5 
_ LINCOLN Coetrneerr Al. ped — 53 clutch, Zephyr gears, Lincoln brakes, tube frame, good tires, 6-volt generator, Baker boiler with slight 
aaa 4 ee — “A ifred E Mose ole leak. Body needs refinishing. Ellis S$. Arnold, 2944 
pig Sy Flanders 3 1187 - Moser, Kt. ii inn Mia Big Beaver Rd., Birmingham, Mich. Phone 

ae ’ ” “ iil. " p west 6- 3 

LINCOLN V-12 ENGINES—new, in orig. crates. lamin mee LA SALLE clb. cpe. Clean, good cond.; never in 
Last in existence. $600. John Dukes, 666 Pomander ‘ i > a qh 4 87 a. orig. mi. Fast, powerful, ready to 
Pl., Pasadena 3, Calif. Phone SYcamore 0-3633. run anywhere. $375 or best offer. F. Nicholas, 


P.O. Box 7034, Phoenix, Ariz. 

‘28 PACKARD 5-pass. sport phaeton, complete with 
wire wheels, sidemounts, luggage rack, tonneau wind- 
shield, wind wings & spotlight. Superb cond. $1300. 
L. H. Peterson, 20331 Hart St., Canoga Park, Calif. 
41 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL cabriolet, with ‘52 
Ford V8 engine, new brakes, pins. Black, with white 
top. Good cond. & appearance; drivable anywhere. 
$500. _ Bloom, 6202 Bannockburn Dr., Bethesda 
14, Md. 

‘37 PACKARD 120 conv. sed. with sidemounts. 
Drive anywhere. $350 or best offer. Also complete 
‘28 Franklin sed. for parts—$100. Ken Hill, Box 
217, West Sand Lake, N.Y. 

39 FORD conv sed. R & h, turn signals. No rust; 
drive anywhere. $350 or best offer. Also complete 
32 Franklin Olympic sed. for parts—$100. Ken 
Hill, Box 217, West Sand Lake, N.Y 


24 MERCEDES-BENZ S-K conv. cpe., powered by 
Lycoming V-12 in ~ ——-. cond. Needs tires, 
paint & some body work. Best offer. R. J. Pyne, 842 
Mapleton Ave., Oak Park, Ill. 
51 DESOTO with standard shift. Just had valves 
4 ground. Good gas mileage & pickup. Paint, uph. spot- 
less. Factory radio, clock, turn signals, etc. 48,000 
mi. $500. Nelson Bolan, Jr., 709 Glenshire Ave., 
Cincinnati 26, Ohio. 
‘41 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL V-12 conv. Beauti- 
ful black lacquer, good white top, interior & engine 
fair. Columbia rear end. Transmission needs lst 
gear. $575. C. J. Bratfisch, 7819 Bairnsdale, 
Downey, Calif. Phone TOpaz 2-0680. 
33, ALFA-ROMEO Model 6-C cabriolet. Double 
overhead cam, 1750cc. Blood red, with yellow 
wheels. Can be driven anywhere. ‘Orig. manual. 
$1100. Jon Repke, Rt. 2, Coloma, Mich. Phone ‘29 MARMON Roosevelt 8-cyl. sed. No rust or 
Benton Harbor WA 7-1284. dents, uph. always covered. 6 wire wheels, side- 
26 STAR coupster. Orig. thruout, 15,000 actual d : mounts, quick-change hubs, dual cowl vents. $300 
mi., orig. title. Beautiful cond., always garaged, duals. Removable hdtp. Only 3000 mi.; perfect. or best offer. Ken Hill, Box 217, West Sand Lake, 
stored many years. Closing estate; will sell for best $3500 invested. Best offer over $1500. D. I. Fadely, N.Y. 
offer. P. W. Anderson, 2680 Utica St., Denver 12, 4508 Conquista Ave., Lakewood 8, Calif. ‘15 BUICK 4-cyl., Model C-37 touring car. Unre- 
Colo. '30 LA SALLE 7-pass. touring. New paint, chrome, stored, but in good running cond.; no rust. New 
48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL, V-12. Black, top, engine job in 1953. Dead storage ever since. Firestone tires. This is the ‘Big’’ Buick. $650. Larry 
with ww’s; r & h, o.d. Orig. thruout except for rugs. Good leather; orig. tools. 3rd owner. $1800 or best Parish, Re. 2, Gettysburg, Pa. 
In exc. cond. $1300. Eric Manning, 1106 N. 9th offer. G. F. Wood, 7 Brimmer St., Boston, Mass. WRECKING ‘56 JAGUAR Mark VII. 2900 mi. on 





LIAL 


Ave., Columbus, Miss. Phone LA 3-6679. engine with B-W transmission. All parts for sale. 
FERRARI 2.6-liter (158 cu. in.) , with V-12 engine, ‘48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hdtp. with ‘55 Lin- Also ‘52 straight drive Mark VII. Both cars hit 
5-speed transmission, Weber clutch, all access. com- coln engine, power brakes. New paint, uph., tires. left front. H. D. Hartshorn, 117 Ponce De Leon 


plete. 19,000 easy mi.; mot worn-out racer. Make $10,000 spent; sacrifice for $4000. City Lincoln Ave., Atlanta, Ga. } 
offer. Benjamin P. Bok. 18664 W. Topanga Beach Mercury, 605 S. Arroyo Parkway, Pasadena, Calif. '36 HORCH 5-pass., 3-position conv. Black, with 


Rd., Malibu, Calif. Phone GLobe 6-2148. Attn: Mr. Vandagriff. nearly new tires. Can be driven anywhere. H. D. 

“ THREE VOLUMES National Auto Service and Specs- ‘40 LA SALLE Series 4052 4-dr. sed. Orig. dark blue Hartshorn, 117 Ponce De Leon Ave., Atlanta, Ga. 
eas fication Manuals. Wiring diagrams & service informa- exterior, gray mohair uph.—in unbelievably gece ‘28 CHEVROLET town sed. Rebuilt engine; new 
tion on all American cars 1926-'42. Highest offer cond. 56,000 orig. mi., mostly we BY tires. $285 or best offer takes it. Robert Gale Wep- 


takes. Art - ce 1037 Corsica Dr., Pacific tires. We should hold our age so well! Bob Titus, fer, 2911 W. Franklin, Evansville, Ind. 
Palisades, Calif 10409 Scenario Lane, Los Angeles 24. continued on next page 
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SIMPLIFIED 


ELECTRONICS 


The big new book on amateur electronics every- 
one can understand. Written in layman’s terms, this pro- 
fusely illustrated handbook includes chapters on Hi Fi 
and radar; a special section on do-it-yourself devices 
requiring no special shop equipment; the fascinating 


facts about the almost- human vacuum tube; the chapter 


on “Careers in Electronics” explains how you can turn 
this exciting hobby inte a lucrative life's work. 
75C¢ on Newsstands Now! 


Or send 85c (to cover postage, etc.) to: 


TREND BOOKS 
5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


























HONEST “DEFLECTOR HEAD” 
CHARLEY « HONEST ENGINE 
ADAPTER HEADQUARTERS « 
HEDMAN HEDDER DISTRIBU- 
TOR « HONEST “C.P. 100” 
CAMS FOR OHV ENGINES « 
NEW “K” SERIES. 
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SPEAKER KITS 


REAR SEAT @ FOR ANY VOLTAGE 
SWITCH COMES ALREADY WIRED 


5x7" 
CHROME 


$4.50 
6"'x9" 
CHROME 


$5.50 





State type 
of transmission. 
Pay postage or 


V8 DUAL 
EXHAUST oz 


55-57 CHEVY—35-57 FORD—39-53 MERC. 

DUAL SIDE HEAD PIPES 

DUAL SIDE TAIL PIPES $9.95 

ALL INSTAL’ — MUFFLERS 

WITH ONE MUFFLER 

WITH TWO MUFFLERS... 1 
Choice of Glas or Steel Pack Mufflers 





55-57 PLY.—50-51 CAD.—49-57 OLDS—51-55 
STUDE.—53-57 DODGE—55-57 PONTIAC—52-57 
TO—35-57 FORD PICKUP—54-57 MERC 


41-56 CHEVY SIX 
DUAL SIDE HEAD PIPES $ 


DUAL SIDE TAIL PIPE 95 

ALL INSTAL’ PARTS LESS MUFFLERS 
WITH ONE MUFFLER 2S 
3.95 


WITH TWO MUFFLERS. 
Choice of Glas or Steel Pack ithers 





FOLLOWING LESS MUFFLERS 
53-57 BUICK—51-57 CHRYS...._. 


$14.95 





We ered = oo nee hag baling ane mew Inexeet Meumtan le in oer Suapow!? 
fy Speen Swe? eae" me ADRESS putas 
(WA Rinne GETS me Tees 


2G; uartecertn 







ber 
“aes 





Satin oes more. “« 
se 6 





y 7 «) 
SAVER CATALOG—THEN NEXT ISSUE FREE 


HONEST CHARLEY SPEED SHOP 


DUAL MUFFLERS 






LEFT AND RIGHT ; 


BoTH ONLY °4(Q% 


Choice of Glas or Steel Pack Mufflers 

FOR ALL — FORD — MERC. — CHEVY—CAD. — 
DODGE — PLY. — LINC. — OLDS — PONT. — 
STUDE — THAT ARE EQUIPPED WITH FAC- 
TORY DUAL EXHAUST. GIVE PARTICULARS 
OF YOUR CAR. 





EXHAUST 
CUT-OUT 


Fits any exhaust 
pipe, any car. 
Dash contro! kit 
is included. 


SEND $295 
Postpaid 
Box MT 1904 

Chattanooga, Tenn. 
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'34 ALFA-ROMEO Model 8-C 2300cc with super- 
charger. Body by Zagato. Can be driven anywhere, 
$2300. Jon "Repke, Rt. 2, Coloma, Mich. Phone 
Benton Harbor WA 7-1284. 

BUGATTI Type 40-A boat- “tail rdser. 4 cyl., 1487cc. 
Mechanically perf.; complete & orig. in every deat 
Needs paint & uph. to bring it to ciprop cond. 
Stillwell, 5320 Beard So., Minneapolis, Minn. 

24 VOLUMES Motor’s ‘Shop and Service Manuals 
showing all specifications, service information & flat 
rate schedules for all American cars 1926-'55. High- 
est offer takes. Art Benjamin, 1037 Corsica Dr., 
Pacific Palisades, Calif. 

‘51 JAGUAR Mark VII sed. Metallic gray lacquer, 
red leather. Engine, generator, water pump & entire 
brake system rebuilt.. New wiring; wood profession- 
ally refinished. $137 3; Paul C. Crum, 751 N. 
Central Ave., Chicago 44, Ill. 

‘46 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL 2-dr. hdep. Exc. 
cond., orig. thruout, one owner. Engine completely 
o’hauled. $2200. Chet Farrar, 3523 E. Coast High- 
way, Corona del Mar, Calif. Phone HArbor 5013. 
'28 ESSEX Super 6. Will run away. Has no battery. 
Nashville Antizers, Rt. 39, Nashville, Ohio. 


SELL OR SWAP 


‘31 PACKARD conv. cpe. Black; mint cond. One 
owner—old lady; completely orig. Driven less than 
400 mi. per yr. $1350 or trade for "36-39 Packard 
V-12 conv. in like cond. R. Wilkie, Rt. 46, Den- 
ville, N.J. Phone ROckaway 9-0997. 

’39 PACKARD 12 cpe. Near mint; complete restora- 
tion. Forest Green, with new ww’'s. Stored past 3 
yrs. $1200 firm; might accept sports cpe. in trade 
John H. Shepard, P.O. Box 1, Carpinteria, Calif. 
"55 THUNDERBIRD. White, with hard top, r & h, 
o.d. 9000 mi.; absolutely showroom con Driven 
only as 2nd car. gy f Consider VW in same cond. 
a J. Sander, 1915 15th Ave. So., Clinton, 


owa 
Sy CADILLAC Eldorado Biarritz. White, with black 


top, red leather interior; air conditioned. Cost 
$8500. Will sell for $6750 or will accept interesting 
trade. V. Reynolds, 523 Third St. N.W., Albu- 
querque, N.M 

°37 MERCEDES- BENZ 2-dr. rdstr. New top, cur- 
tains, tires, uph. R & h, 4-speed transmission. 
Restored in chess. Rare car in this country. 
$1200 or trade. David H. Klauke, 876 Foxdale 


Ave., Winnetka, III. 
28 AUBURN 5 
new paint & 


dster. Rebuilt engine, new uph., 


y work. Restored & running good 





Needs chrome work. $1200 or trade; pix 25¢. 
a ’ ements 911 W. Mishawaka Ave., Misha- 
waka, ind. 


‘48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hdep., black. V-12 
engine good, , uph., paint, tires excellent; all 
extras. Two owners. $1900; will take acceptab’e 
classic, amtique in trade. E. R. Kutz, 1811 Village 
Rd., Glenshaw, Pa. 

‘36 CORD 2-pass. conv. In exc. cond.; not modified. 
New top, uph., Rzeppa joints, battery. Transmission 
rebuilt. Cash offers & trades considered. More in‘ 

available. Howard E Willson, Cornish Flat, N.H. 


SWAP 


‘47 BUICK 4-dr. sed. In good cond., with many 
new parts, including new clutch. Will swap for ‘30 
Packard or any big car. Scott Crane III, Circle 
Rd., Dansville, N.Y. 

WILL TRADE Voightlander “‘Prominent’’ camera, 
1.5 lens, wide angle lens, telephoto lens, 2 portrait 
lens & many access. in factory gadget bag for restor- 
able classic. Lincoln Continental preferred. Charles 
R. Puckett, 1082-C Wanda Ave., side, Calif. 

37 LINCOLN K V-12 limousine. Alum. body by 
Judkins; clean & orig. Orig. paint glistens, but has 
many scratches. Brand-new 7.00 x tires; drive 
anywhere. Needs some woodwork. Swap for ? No 
delivery. Robert McGwier, Grove Hill, Ala. 


WANTED 


THREE CHROME WIRE WHEELS for '54-'55 
Chrysler. H. A.. Wingate, Verbena, Ala. 
SEVERAL CARS. What have you? Prefer Rolls- 
Royce, Packard 12, Cadillac 16, Pierce 12, Bentley. 
Condition fair to mint. State price. Norman Wolfson, 
Box 27, Bath Beach Station, Brooklyn 14, N.Y. 
SUPERCHARGER for 38, '39 Graham or Graham 
Hollywood. Also rear fenders for the Hollywood, 
and both exhaust manifolds for any of the three. 
Please state cond. & — C. H. Price, 5509 Tupper 
Lake, Houston 27 
AUTOMOBILE CATALOGS—any make or year— 
for growing collection. Send your list for best prices. 
pind , > ag radiator emblems, Auto Show maga- 
Mayer, Munith, Mich. 
CATALOGS AND FOLDERS of any & all classics. 
MoToR magazines 1920-'40. Automobile Trade 
Journals (January issues). Paying top prices for 
mint material. State asking price & complete descrip- 
tion of subject matter offered. Sheldon J. Lewis, 
61-33 213th St., Bayside, Long Island, N.Y. 
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Goodwood racing circuit up to 120 
mph, powered by a jet engine with no 


AS WE GO 
i - Gord Wilki de- 
TO PRESS [J scribes the engine as "a device 1ook- 


ing like a drainpipe curved into a 
THUNDERBIRD CONVERSIONS big U-tube. A break in the upper arm 
Two new T-Bird conversions shown here reveals an intermediate intake of 
are "Town Car" and "Birdnest" kits. reduced diameter, leading to the 
"Town Car" allows owners to "carry combustion chamber in the curve of 
the hardtop on rear deck... and the U. Main jet outlet is from lower 
move it over driver's head in less end of pipe." It's a pulse jet, or 
than 15 seconds in event of rain..." self-charging, self-igniting reactor. 
It's started by forcing compressed 
air through and injecting fuel fired 
by a Spark plug. Expanded gas rushes 
out the jet pipe, creating a sudden 
drop in pressure and temperature, 
drawing in a fresh charge. Power unit 
weighs 55 lbs, cannot now be used in 
competition. Car has two controls: 
lever to regulate fuel supply, brake 
pedal. Fuel iS commercial grade sup- 
plied under pressure. Acceleration 
is good and can improve by making car 



































"Birdnest" adds a rumble seat in 





TO PRESS 


place of trunk. "Town Car" kit con- lighter. 

Standard toggle bolts. It's said With monotonous regularity, "El Chueco" 
that even at high speeds, Slope of sets out to win whatever race he 
windshield carries airstream up and eares to enter. As overseas 

over top. Sold by Sanco, Inc. (125 correspondent Gunther Molter says in 


Ivy St., N.E., Atlanta 3, Ga.) and 
by Ford dealers at $89.50. "Birdnest" 


ws - Se a 


his report of GP of France, "Grands 
Prix are now more a demonstration of 
his (Fangio's) great driving skill 
than a real race with strong 
competition." However, he also states 
that spectating Tony Bettenhausen 
"wasn't impressed with the race and 
would like to come back next year to 
beat the boys in their own garden." 
Race this year took place at Rouen- 
Les Essarts circuit instead of at 
Reims. Included were several fast and 
Slow turns, long straights, and one 
downhill-and-uphill hairpin. Molter 
says, "Not an easy circuit at all." 
Following Fangio home in his Maserati 
were Musso (Ferrari), Collins 
(Ferrari), Hawthorn (Ferrari), Schell 
(Maserati). Neither Vanwall finished. 
This puts Fangio on way to 5th world 








AS WE GO 





replaces original trunk deck, is of championship with 25 points against 7 

pressed body steel, comes with seats each for Musso and Behra, 2nd 

and side panels in Naugahyde. Seats in line. 

two adults, more children, sells for 

$239 through Birdnest (1130 No. RIVAL FOR MG HARDTOP 

Hollywood Way, Burbank, Calif.) Production is underway in Australia 
(according to Australian Motor 

120-MPH DRAINPIPE Manual) on a Fiberglas sports coupe 

Jim Meikle's single-seater Formula 3 based on Ford Zephyr chassis, powered 

Cooper recently sped around Britain's by Zephyr engine. William Buckle, of 


Buckle Motors in Sydney, started his 
project 4 years ago, has driven 
prototype 30,000 miles. Front 
resembles Ferrari, fenders a D-Jag. 
Wheelbase is 94 ins. Seats two 
people, has jump seats also. Two fuel 
tanks provided. Motor Manual says "It = 
cruises happily at 75 mph, will do ioe 
100 top, handles well and has td 
immaculate road manners." 

(cont'd next page) 
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cont'd 

NEW LLOYD 
ALEXANDER 

Trying to combat 
Sales resistance, 
new Lloyd Alex- 
ander has wind-up 
instead of sliding 
windows, external 
access to trunk, 
redesigned pro- 
gressive-rate 
springing, and im- 
proved interior 
finish. At small 
extra cost, 
there's a four- 
speed all synchro- 
mesh gearbox 
instead of stand- 
ard three-speed. 





THE GAUNTLET IS DOWN! 

Floyd Clymer, publisher of countless 
automotive books, has publicly 
labeled Juan Manuel Fangio as a 
"phony champion of the world" 
because he didn't drive at Monza 
against U.S. drivers. He challenged 
Fangio to appear at Indy in '58, 
offering him $500 for entering, 
$1000 to qualify, $2500 if he 
finishes better than 5th ina U.S. 
race car, $5000 if he finishes better 
than 5th in a foreign car. We hope 
Clymer's goading of Fangio works; it 
would make the 500 an interesting 
battle. 





BEAUTIFUL BRUTE 

Combining form and function has long 
been Raymond Loewy's strong point. 
His new sports car (below) embodies 
an Allard's brutishness and a Fer- 
rari's sleekness. Built by body 
builders Pichon and Parat of Sens, 
France from a 1/8=-scale model made 
by Loewy, it's not intended for mass 
production. Uses a BMW-507 chassis 
and 150-hp V8 engine that reportedly 
pushes it to 60 mph in Seven seconds. 
Particularly good safety feature is 
an integral roll bar. We'll have 
more details and photos next month. 
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UNDERGRADUATE ENDURANCE RUNS 
A group of Cambridge Univ. under- 
graduates drove an Austin A-355 for 








seven days and nights to seven inter- 
national speed and duration records. 
Records set by the 950cc sedan were 
all at average speeds of 74=-plus mph 
from four to seven days and up to 
20,000 kms. Car was stock outside of 
3.9 to 1 axle, 8.5 to 1 compression, 
larger carb, and oil cooler. 


RUSSIAN "VOLGA" 

With the accompanying publicity photo 
from Sovfoto came the following con- 
ditions: "Caption not to be distorted 
or factually changed" and "charge 
will be double if credit is omitted." 





They didn't give many facts to dis- 
tort. Caption said "Gorky street in 
Moscow. One of new Volga passenger 
cars is in the foreground." Credits 
they had a=-plenty: "Printed in the 
U.S.S.R., Photo by N. Kuleshov, 
Fotoknronika Tass, Sovfoto." 
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AININ VU ALi ON SALE Soon! 





CUSTOM CARS“ 


1958 ANNUAL 


auaD HEADLIGHT 
CUSTOMIZING 


LATEST TRENDS IN CUSTOMIZING! 
Top Chopping Sports Car Restyling Interiors 
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NOW you can get 
the book custom car 
enthusiasts await 
each year — 

Trend Books’ 

1958 CUSTOM 
CARS ANNUAL. 


Topping anything 
published in previous 
editions, this new 
book offers photos 
and how-to-do-it 
facts on fabulous 
custom creations— 
the kind of 
information and 
ideas custom- 
conscious Americans 
are looking for! Get 
your copy at 

your newsstand— 

or if you prefer, send 
the coupon below for 
a copy by mail. 


"7 55C AT ALL NEWSSTANDS SOON! 





TREND BOOKS 
5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


Send me ....... 
postage, handling, etc.) 
Name 


Street 
City_ _Zone__ State 














. copies CUSTOM CARS 1958 
ANNUAL. I enclose 85c for each (includes 
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“TRENDS 
IN CUSTOM 
STYLING” 








“CUSTOM 
CARS 
PICTORIAL” 








“SPORTS 
CAR 
RESTYLING” 








“SECRETS 
OF 
TOP CHOPPING” 








“HOW TO INSTALL 
A RECLINING 
SEAT” 








“QUAD 
HEADLIGHT 
CUSTOMIZING” 








“INTERIOR 
CUSTOMIZING” 








“CUSTOMIZING 
PICKUPS” 








“WEIRD 
CUSTOMS” 





IF YOU WANT BETTER PICKUP AND POWER 


plus big gas savings...please read this ad! 


Amazing new gasoline pressure regulator, 
pulsation dampener, permanent fuel filter, 
carburetor protector employs entirely new 
automotive engineering principles, gives 
results never before possible in 
new or old cars! 
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Are you one of the hundreds of thousands of motorists 
troubled with rough idling, dying, vapor lock, jerky acceleration, 
difficult starting, traffic stalling, carburetor wear, poor gas mileage, 
excessive gasoline odors in the car? 


Miracles do happen! For years Detroit has searched for a solution to 
fuel system problems. Now . . . after years testing new materials and 
principles, we've developed Mileage Minder . . . the patented, non- 
restrictive pressure regulator, pulsation dampener, permanent fuel 
filter and carburetor protector. 


News of Mileage Minder’s success has traveled like 

wildfire. Car dealers and service shops the country over 

have installed Mileage Minder and found the answer to 

poor gas mileage, flooding, rough idling, traffic stalling, 

V excessive gasoline odors in the car and rapid carburetor 

s Gas wear. Does not restrict factory recommended fuel pres- 

sures—no high speed fuel starvation. Positively filters 

out the dirt, rust chips, metal particles and even 

the tiny iron oxides that are becoming more and more 

troublesome to car owners and service dealers alike. 

Many thousands of motorists have already discovered 

and are telling others how Mileage Minder both saves 
money and gives better performance. 
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Tames 
Pulsations 


NOW, Try Without Risk. Order Mileage Minder now. 
You'll save gas, start quicker, get away faster, elimi- 
nate galloping idle, vapor lock and stalling . . . or 
your money cheerfully refunded. 


Mileage Minder Promises and Delivers All This 

@ Tiptoe power, flashing 
getaway 

®@ Quicker starting 

@ Smooth power all the 
way—no surge! 

@ End high speed fuel 
starvation 

@ Stops pressure-impact 
flooding 


Traps Dirt 
Iron Oxides 
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®@ Big gas savings 
®@ Smoother idling 
@ No galloping or creeping 
@ End vapor lock 
2 @ Reduce carburetor wear 
@ End stop-sign stalling 
@ Stop stalling 
@ Filters out dirt and 
iron oxides 


Chrome 
Plated 


DEALERS, JOBBERS: Mileage Minder regulates and filters gasoline flow without restrict- 
ing effective factory recommended fuel pressures. Car dealers are finding that Mileage 
Minder on each new car delivered saves free service time and gas mileage complaints. 
Service stations and garages are making new friends with Mileage Minder! Order on 
company letterhead. Trade discounts apply. 


MAIL NO-RISK COUPON TODAY! 
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PASER MFG. CO. 

533 Turk Street, San Francisco 2, California 

Please send Mileage Minder postpaid with satisfaction guaranteed. 
Pays for itself in 2 weeks or money refunded. 


| enclose cash______check_______money order 
(Special, quick action offer includes postage) 





for $6.95. 


Address__ 
C—O es 


Make, year, model of car__ 


Motor Trend, Sept. 





HERE’S HOW MILEAGE MINDER IS ABLE TO 
ABSOLUTELY GUARANTEE MORE POWER, BETTER 
PERFORMANCE, GREATER GAS MILEAGE: 


@ From fuel pump —gasoline surges in 
raw, unregulated hammering pulsations! 


Within amazing new Mileage Minder, four steps take place: 


A. Porous sintered bronze filter removes all sludge- 
making dirt and metal particles small as .001”. 

B. Patented spring loaded neoprene diaphragm 
tames hammer-like pulsations, regulates fuel to even, 
full flow. 

C. Vapor-locking gasses are harmlessly trapped in 
vapor dome. 

D. A steady, clean, economical flow of gasoline is 
delivered to the carburetor. 


Brilliantly 


Easily Installed 
No special tools. Only 


$ 6” 
Price maintained 


Exclusive principles fully covered by U.S. Patent No. 2544289 





